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STATE OF WISCONSIN
County of La Crosse )} SS.

A

being duly sworn, says that he/she is the
principal clerk of the LA CROSSE TRIBUNE, a public daily
newspaper of general circulation, published in the City of La Crosse,
in the county and state aforesaid, and that the notice of which the
annexed is printed copy taken from the paper in which the same was
published, was Inserted and published in the said newspaper on the
dates listed below,

being at least once in each week for ] successive week(s).
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LA CROSSE CITY CLERK
NIKKI ELSEN

400 LA CROSSE ST

LA CROSSE WI 54601
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20325

Qo Bohs

Notary Public, La Crosse County, Wisconsin

My Commission as Notary Public wiil expire on the

day of , 20
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ORDINANCE NO.: 5220
A SECOND AMENDED ORDINANCE to create Sec. 32-191 of the Code
of Ordinances of the City of La Crosse prohibiling Conversion Therapy.
THE COMMON COUNCIL of the City of La Crosse do ordain as fotlows:
SECTION I: Section 32-191 is heraby created to read as follows:

(1) This Ordinance is adopted lo protect the health, safety and welfare
of the people of the City of La Crosse, especially the physical and
psychological well-being of minors, including non-binary, lesbian,

ay, bisexual and transgender youth, and to protect them against
@ exposure to serious harms caused by conversion therapy.

(2) it is the well documented, prevalling or nion of the medical and
psychological community that conversion therapy has not been
shown to be effective and that il creates a potential risk of serious
harm to those who experience it.

(3) The prevailing opinion of the medical and psychological
community is documented in position statements, articles and
reports published by the following organizations: the American
Psychological Association, the American Psychiatric Association,
the American School Counselor Association, the American
Academy of Pediatrics, the American Medical Association, the
National Assoclation of Social Workers, the American Counseling
Association, the American Psychoanalytic Association, the
American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and the
Pan American Health organization.

(4) In particular, the Task Force on Appropriate Therapeutic
Responses (o Sexual Orientation of the American Psychological
Association conducted a systemalic review of peer reviewed
joumnal literature on sexual crientalion change efforts, and issued
a report in 2009. The report concluded that conversion therapy
has not been demanstrated to be effective and that there have
been anecdolal reports of harm, Including depression, suicidal
thoughts or actions, and substance abuse.

(5) In addition, other organizations concluded that homosexuality
and bisexuality are not Hinesses and do not require treatment
(American School Counselor Association), being transgender is
not a mental disorder, conversion therapy can promote guilt and
anxiety (American Academy of Pediatrics), and it may contribute
to an enduring sense of stigma and self-criticism (American
Psychoanalytic Assoclation).

(b) Definitions. In this section:

Conversion therapy” means any practices or treatments offered
or rendered to eonsumers—fer—a—fee, including psychological
counseling, that seeks 1o change a person’s sexual orientation or gender
identity, including efforts to ¢ anFe behaviors or gender expressions
or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attraclions or feelings
toward individuals of the same gender, Conversion therapy does not
include counseling that provides assistance lo a person undergoing
gender transition, or counseling that provides acceptance, support, and
understanding of a person or facilitates a person’s coping, social support,
and identity exploration and development, including sexual-orientation-
neutral interventions lo prevent or address unlawful conduct or unsafe
sexual practices, as !ong;as such counseling does not seek to change an
In_glv!dual:s sexual orlentation or gender identity.
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SECTION 1i: ould any portion of this ordinance be declared
unconstitutional or Invalid by a court of compstent Jurisdiction, the
remainder of thig division shall not be affected.
SECTION llI: This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and
after its passage and publication.
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Mis-glh Reynolds, Mayor
Nikki M. Elsen, Clty Clerk

Passed: 9/8/2022
roved: 9/9/2022
Published: 9/17/2022
9/17, 107696-1 WNAXLP




