
In partnership with the City of La Crosse Planning Dept. 

Funded by Coulee Food System Coalition  

a project of Hillview Urban Agriculture Center and 

Franke Foundation 

Engaging citizens in an abundant community food system 



Goals of the Coulee Food System Coalition  

 
• Reduce hunger by promoting food access 

• Build an equitable, economical, and environmentally 
sound community food system  

• Connect food with other community issues and 
promote cultural diversity  

• Instill self-reliance by teaching skills in food production 

• Encourage participation in the food system 

 

Partners include United Way, YMCA, Western Technical 
College, CouleeCap, City of La Crosse, Viterbo, Mayo 
Health Clinic, Hillview Urban Agriculture Center 



Project goals 

• Make changes to existing ordinances and 

permitting process 

• Create the La Crosse Food Growing Guide 

• Make presentations, attract media, and 

encourage education based on new policy 

• Engage citizens in urban food production 



Food Insecurity in La Crosse 

• In the US-50 million people, had difficulty 

obtaining food in 2013-14, with 6.8 million 

households experiencing very low food security.  

• 36% of the La Crosse County residents reported 

being food insecure in 2012. 

• 13,490 children in La Crosse County are food 

insecure 

 

 



Health Impacts of Food Insecurity 

• Lack of healthy produce and excess of processed 
foods leave little choice for consumers who battle 
poverty, food insecurity, and/or hunger.  

• The obesity rate among adults in the La Crosse 
area has increased by 16% in 5 years.    
Current rate of 30%. 

• Top three causes of death in La Crosse County 
are: cancer, heart disease, and stroke.  



Policy: encouraging or road 

blocking 

• Permits can be confusing and discourage 

• Permits and fees block desired progress 

• Both cost City of La Crosse and do the 

opposite of the intent 

• Best practices and nuisance abatement 



Areas of impact-personal use only 

• Residential gardens 

• Community gardens, food forest, Community 
Farms 

• Composting 

• Native Lawns 

• Beekeeping 

• Laying Hens 

• Rabbits and Roosters 

• Livestock 

 

 

 



Existing Use guidelines 
(2) 

Use conditions. Any owner, occupier, or user of property within the City of La Crosse who chooses to own, keep or harbor chickens and any chicken coop 
permitted under this section shall be limited to the following conditions: 

a.One property is limited to the keeping or harboring of up to five chickens. 

b.A person may only own, keep or harbor chickens on property being used as a single-family residential dwelling. 

c.No person shall keep any rooster. 

d.No person shall slaughter any chickens. 

e.The chickens shall be provided with a covered enclosure and must be kept in the covered enclosure or a fenced enclosure within the backyard of the 
property at all times. 

f.No enclosure shall be located closer than 25 feet to any residential structure on an adjacent lot. 

(3) 

Public health and safety concerns. 

a.No person shall keep any chicken or other fowl within the City of La Crosse in any unsanitary condition or within such proximity of dwelling houses or in any 
manner so as to be a nuisance. 

b.All chicken coops, yards and other buildings shall be kept in a clean, sanitary condition and free from all objectionable odors and shall be subject to the 
inspection and approval of the City of La Crosse and the La Crosse County Public Health Department or their agents. 

c.The La Crosse County Public Health Department, City of La Crosse and their agents shall have jurisdiction to inspect the premises upon which chickens are 
kept and ascertain and determine whether the conditions are unsanitary or if for any reason a nuisance is caused thereby. 

d.A complaint against any person owning, keeping or harboring chickens in accordance with this section may be filed with the City or the La Crosse County 
Department of Public Health. If filed with the City, the City shall then be required to forward the complaint to the La Crosse County Department of Public 
Health. If the La Crosse County Public Health Department, the City of La Crosse or their agents determines that conditions are unsanitary, or if for any 
reason a nuisance exists, they shall have authority to order the owner or occupant of the premises to abate the nuisance and it shall thereupon be 
unlawful to keep such chickens on the premises. 

e.If an investigation from the City reveals that the use of chickens is in violation of this section or any other section of this Code the City shall have authority to 
require the owner or user of the property to fix, abate, or alleviate the problem. If the problem is not satisfactorily abated or alleviated the City of La 
Crosse shall have authority to revoke the license. 

(4) 

Bird noise. In accordance with this section, it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation, or other entity operating, having charge of, or occupying any 
building to own, keep, harbor or allow to be kept any chicken which shall habitually by any noise disturb the peace and quiet of any person in the vicinity 
thereof. 

(5) 

Rat harborage to be prevented. All chicken yards, coops, pens or houses shall be constructed or repaired as to prevent rats from being harbored underneath 
the same or within the walls thereof, and all food products or other products, goods or wares likely to attract or to become infested with or infected by 
rats shall be protected as to prevent rats from gaining access thereto or coming in contact therewith. 

  

  

 





Exiting policy Recommended change 

Annual Permit from City-renewed each year Remove permit process 

City Clerk charges fee for permit Remove permit process 

5 Chicken limit Raise limit for 5 acre parcels 

No Roosters Cover under rooster/rabbit  

Director of Finance reviews fees and collects Not needed 

SAMPLE Changes-Chicken ordinance 



Want to Grow Food in La Crosse-

Here’s how! 

• Website link with benefits and best 
practices 

• Informational handouts on specific areas 

• Classes in the community explaining 
guidelines and sharing best practices 

• Encouragement to local nonprofits to 
create models and increase education 



Resolution sets intent 

• Acknowledges food insecurity impacting 
citizens of La Crosse. 

• Acknowledges the link between insecurity 
and health impacts 

• Dedicates the action of using policy to 
encourage best practices 

• Please support the resolution going to the 
Common Council 


