CITY OF LA CROSSE
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Historic Landmark Nomination Form

1. What is the historic name of the Landmark or Landmark District?
THE SCHMIDT House

2. What is the current name of the Landmark or Landmark District?(if applicable)
N/A

3. Property Address: 167 CALEDoNIA STREET

4. OWNERSHIP
a. Owner(s): PAVID RSl * 'ﬂFﬁ:AN‘g TRIMMER

b Street: 11677 CALEDONIA STREET

c. City, State, Zip Code: [ A (ROSSE WL E#e03 Phone: (351 222 - 224
d. Email: dViel 1974 @ 3w\a(\.com parcel ID£. 17 = 1000 3~ \20

5. NOMINATED BY (If different):

. Name:

a

b. Street:
City, State, Zip Code: Phone: ( ) -
d. Email:

o

6. CLASSIFICATION AND USE (Check all that apply):

Proposed Designation (choose one)

_‘,%andmark District
andmark

Ifit is a Landmark, choose a category (definitions can be found on the instructions page)

_w_glistoric Structure __Historic Site __Historic Object

Present Use

_Agriculture __Industrial __Religious __Commercial
__Military __Scientific __Educational _ Museum
__Transportation __Entertainment __Park __Government
Kgivate Residence(s) _ Other




Condition:

__Excellent __Deteriorated
ﬁood __Ruins
__Fair Other

Has the property been nominated previously? __ Yes Kﬁo

When?

What was the outcome?

Is the proposed Landmark or District on the National Register?  Yes [ No

When?

7. SIGNIFICANCE:

Section 2.27 of the Municipal Code of Ordinances lists 4 criteria that a district, site,
structure or object may be designated under.

Please check one or more of the listed criteria that apply to this Property:

Associated with events or person(s) who have made a significant contribution to the

history, heritage, or culture of the City of La Crosse, the County of La Crosse, the
State of Wisconsin, or the United States.

/It embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen,
inherently valuable for a study of a period, style or method of construction or of
indigenous material or craftsmanship.

It is representative of the notable work of a master builder, designer or architect
whose individual work is significant in the development of the City of La Crosse, the
County of La Crosse, the State of Wisconsin, or the United States.

\/It exemplifies or reflects the broad cultural, political, economic or social history of

the nation, state, or community.

8. HISTORIC OVERVIEW /ANALYSIS (See attached instructions for analysis outline):
Please attach the analysis as a separate document containing the following sections:

A. Existing Physical Description
a. Write a physical description of the nominated property or district in its current

state.
b. Ifit has been altered over time, indicate the date(s) and nature of the alterations.

c. Include additional information as applicable.

9]



—Signature of Property Owner

B. Narrative History
2. Provide a complete narrative history of the district, structure, site, or object.
b. If known, include the year it was built, the architecture style, and the name of the
architect or builder.
c. Include references to source material that are listed in the bibliography.

C. Additional Information
a. Include any additional information that helps support the claim of criteria (Section
7) made in this document; or is otherwise deemed useful for the purposes of
evaluation.

D. Bibliography
a. Include a list of all sources consulted.

b. Include copies of relevant source materials with the nomination form.

9. PHOTOGRAPHS:

Include photos, as applicable, of the nominated district, structure, site, or object as follows:

A. Current photographs
a. Exterior photographs are required.
b. Interior photographs if available and relevant to its historic significance.

B. Historic photographs
a. Interior and exterior if available.

Each photograph must be labeled with the street address of the building(s) and the month and
year the photograph was taken.

Designation of property will require affixing a plaque to said property and that the plaque
will be the sole property of the City of La Crosse. Signature of the property owner assures
the Heritage Preservation Commission that designation and installation of a plaque are
supported.

oodRele A Ao S/

: Date

DRl - A A S 3121

Signature of Nominator v ‘ Date

When completed, submit application to the City of La Crosse Planning Department, 400
La Crosse Street, La Crosse WL

PLEASE NOTE: It is the responsibility of the nominator to provide the Heritage Preservation
Commission and its Staff with information sufficient to fairly evaluate the nomination. Incomplete
nomination forms will not be accepted. A fee, in the amount stated in the Schedule of Fees and
Licenses table in Section 25.01 of the Municipal Code, must be included.




A. Existing Physical Description

The Schmidt House located at 1107 Caledonia Street, is a four bedroom, two-and-a-half
story, single family home. It servesasa well-preserved example of an Arts & Crafts Style
American Foursquare. Atthe time of construction, two additional rooms were added on
the back of the house for Conrad Schmidt’s optometry practice. The house faces east,
sitting on a field stone foundation, and employs wood frame construction. The house
extends deep into a narrow city lot, has a low-pitched, hipped roof with deep overhanging
eaves, and two dormers (a central dormer facing east and a side dormer facing south). [See
Photos #1, #13.]

The east elevation prominently displays two pairs of windows above a full-length front
porch with a low-pitched, hipped roof and beadboard ceiling, supported by four boxed
columns. The front porch and lower third of the house are covered by horizontal bands of
wood clapboard siding, while the rest of the house displays a richly textured stucco
exterior. The east elevation also displays a large three window bay and the original oak and
beveled-glass front door. [See Photos #1-#2.]

The south elevation features a hanging-bay for the dining room windows. The north
elevation features a hanging bay for windows in the staircase, which sits above a secondary
entrance that provides access to the basement and living quarters. The west elevation has
an upper-level deck sitting above the rooms used as Conrad Schmidt's optometry practice
and the hanging bay used to support the dining room’s built-in china closet. The west
elevation also contains the original, castiron coal chute. [See Photos #3 - #6.]

The living quarters of the Schmidt House follow a traditional American Foursquare layout.
The main floor is divided equally into four sections: foyer, living room, dining room, and
kitchen. (The kitchen also provided interior access to the optometry practice.) The doors,
windows, staircase components, and other millwork throughout the house are original, and
representative of early 20th century Segelke & Kohlhaus products found in their catalogs.
Every room in the house features crown molding, baseboards, and ornate heat registers.
[See Photos #7 - #9.]

The foyer, living room, and dining room feature oak floors. The rest of the house has maple
flooring. The foyer and living room have matching leaded-glass transom windows. The
living room and dining room have matching three window bays featuring upper panes of
leaded-glass. The eight leaded-glass windows on the main floor have a total of 286
individual pieces of beveled glass. [See Photos #7 - #9.]

A colonnade separates the foyer from the living room. Another colonnade with built-in,
leaded-glass bookcases separates the living room and dining room. The dining room
prominently displays a built-in china closet with leaded-glass cabinets, flanked by a
matching pair of decorative art glass windows. The art glass windows feature an abstract
floral design in slag glass. [See Photos #8 - #10.]



B. Narrative History

The Schmidt House is an American Foursquare located at 1107 Caledonia Street. It was
built in 1916. [See Photos # 14 - #15 Plumber’s Application and Return from August -
September 1916.] For thirty-six years the building contained Conrad Schmidt’s optometry
practice, in addition to serving as the private residence for him, his wife Anna, and their
daughter Viola (1917-1953 City Directories). The location and the modified floor plan
exemplify the building’s significance for understanding La Crosse’s broader economic and
social history. Since the later 19t century, Caledonia Street has functioned as a hybrid zone
in the city’s North Side: businesses, community institutions, and private residences have
co-existed, creating a mixed-use neighborhood. When the Schmidt House was built, its
dual-purpose nature matched the overall character of the neighborhood. The 1915 and
1917 La Crosse City Directories show that the 900 - 1400 blocks of Caledonia Street
contained grocers and butchers, confectioners, bicycle repairers, opticians, plumbers,
photographers, barbers, and suppliers of furniture, clothing, and shoes in addition to single
family homes and apartments. Beyond commercial needs, the area offered other types of
social gathering places. St.James Catholic Church (ca 1900) is directly across the street
from the Schmidt House. The 1200 block of Caledonia Street hosted a succession of
theatres: the Dreamland Theatre appears in the 1915 City Directory; after 1920, residents
of Caledonia Street could go to the Riviera Theatre (Footsteps of La Crosse Tour Overview).

Given the way public and private spaces mingled on Caledonia Street, it makes sense that
Conrad Schmidt would have chosen this location to settle his family and start a business.
But the North Side’s reputation as a bustling immigrant community also likely influenced
his decision. In the early 20t century, the area was home to first and second generation
German, Irish, Norwegian, Syrian, and Lebanese immigrant families (Brown, 4; Linder, 22).
Conrad Schmidt emigrated from Germany in 1892 at the age of 18 (1920 U. S. Census). He
and his Wisconsin-born wife Anna lived in Juneau County before moving to La Crosse
(1905 Wisconsin Census). The move to La Crosse seems to have represented an upward
mobility opportunity for the Schmidts. Settling on the North Side allowed them to become
a part of the vibrant German-speaking community; living on a major commercial
thoroughfare made it easier for Conrad to attract patients, expanding his optometry
practice. In this sense, the Schmidt House exemplifies the best of the immigrant experience
in La Crosse.

The house stayed in the Schmidt family’s ownership until daughter Viola died in 1968. ALa
Crosse Tribune “Homes for Sale” listing in 1968 demonstrates that the building maintained
its private/public combined layout until her death. The listing describes four bedrooms
and one bathroom upstairs, and “2 rooms down, having separate entrance. Suitable for
office or bedroom use.” [See Photos # 16 - #18.] Sometime after 1968, the house was
converted to a duplex, with the upper level becoming rooms for rent. Temporary partitions
were established separating the upper and lower levels. In 1997, the house was converted
back to a single family home. An upper-level kitchen (most likely a bedroom in 1916) was
converted into a library with built-in bookshelves.



These post-1968 renovations altered the appearance of the lower-level rooms that were
originally used as Conrad Schmidt’s optometry practice. The room that was likely his
examination room had a large, built-in storage cabinet. The cabinet was removed and
replaced with a sink, and the room was converted into a bathroom. The room that likely
functioned as the waiting room became a bedroom. Originally, this room had a separate
entrance and vestibule, but the entrance was sealed off and the vestibule was converted
into a closet. The closet door is a heavy, exterior Arts & Crafts style door with a dentil
molded shelf that faces the inside of the closet, the direction of the former entrance. The
original door and entryway that optometry patients had used was simply converted into a
closet sometime after Viola’s death. The only sign of alteration to the foundation is the area
outside the closet, most likely where exterior stairs leading to the optometry practice
would have been. [See Photos #11 - #12.]

The surviving evidence of the back rooms’ original, commercial, purpose highlights the
Schmidt House’s significance within the economic and social history of La Crosse. More
broadly, the building is situated at the heart of a “survivor’s district” in the city’s Old Towne
North area. The Schmidt House is two doors down from local cultural institutions The
Sweet Shop (building dates to ca 1883) and The Maid Rite (building dates to ca 1894). St.
James Catholic Church (ca 1900) and St. Clara’s Convent (ca 1893) are across the street.
Another historic home, the Ranum-Nelson House (ca 1912), already designated on the local
historic register, is just around the corner at 1132 Rose Street. While there are many
American Foursquare style homes in La Crosse, the Schmidt House is historically
significant not just because it retains its original millwork and windows, but because it also
offers insights into how early 20t century professionals combined their work and family
lives. It also offers insights into the nature of the opportunities available to immigrants
settling in La Crosse a century ago.

C. Additional Information
N/A
D. Bibliography
Published Sources:
“Homes For Sale: By Owner.” La Crosse Tribune. July 30, 1968, 18.
Brown, Rick. “From Mahattat to ‘Little Assyria’: The Beginnings Of A Permanent Syrian

Presence In La Crosse” (Part Two). Past, Present, And Future: The Magazine Of The La
Crosse County Historical Society. 24:5 September/October 2002.

La Crosse City Directory. Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Wright Directory Co., 1915.

La Crosse City Directory. Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Wright Directory Co., 1917.

La Crosse City Directory. Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Wright Directory Co., 1953.




La Crosse Public Library. “Footsteps Of La Crosse: A Journey Through Time And
Architecture, North La Crosse Tour Overview.” No Date.
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1911-1912.
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COAL, COKE and WOOD

CITY FUEL CO.

214 KING STREET

Successors To =————————

TENNESON PEDERSON COAL CO.
BOTH PHONES 78

CALEDONIA STREET) 54 (DIRECTORY CALEDONIA
708 Geo P Mowry 1107 Conrad A Schmidt optome-
709 Henry Liesenfeld trist

Marie E Liesenfeld hair 1113 Mrs Mary E Bunce confr
dresser r Gibson Bros ice Cream mfrs
Mrs Eliz Schneeberger 1115 Mrs Minnie Ohlhagen confr
712 I Bradley Miller 1117 Henry J C Kinder barber
713 Jno M Johnson r Henry C Kinder bicycle-
716 Chas D Shepard repr
719 Mrs Minnie Schrader 1120 St Clare Convent
721 Miss Estella M Wolcott 1123 Jno E Ritter
722 Fritz A Norman 1126 Jno Desmond
724 Walter P Hafner 1127 Albert J.Eberhart
726 Jno Hafner 1132 Jno Rathburn
727 Geo G Schrader Mrs Bertha M James
730 Lewis J Solberg 1133 Thos J Kroll
733 Geo M Higbee St Paul intersects
St Cloud interveets 1200 Jno E Willing Jr clothing
802 Jno E Coney 2 Fjelstad Hall
Mrs Anna Fisher 1201 Jno M Hayes sal
806 Wm M Shain photog 2 Michl Bates
Ernest G Edwards Geo W Gibson
807 Russell F Green 1202 The Dreamland Theatre
Mrs Mehittie C Garner 2 Franklin Hall
811 Mrs Anna Mosser 1203 Jno B Haraldson shoes
812 T.ouis D Daniels 2 Mrs Lucindia Nelson
813 Jas F Saltz real estate Rudolph Schrader
816 MHarvey E Boyle 1205-7 Nelson Clothing Co
Mrs Ida S Boyer 1208 Mrs Sophie B Stafford room-
823 Mrs Magdalena Taylor ing
826 Garibalda Winell 1210 Jas E Gibson
832 Fredk J Franz 1213 Archie A Mosher
833 Mrs Mary A Thayer 1914 I'KJOtS %Olgette
ur rueger
St Jame_’ Intersects 1215 Archie A Mosher barber
910 Jas H Smith & Son plmbrs 1217-9 A & O Sletten furniture
912 Anton Kjasky confr 2 Ole Sletten
9121% Gregor Sieber Ole Valde
Mrs Emma A Knebes Knut Hestad
916 Mrs Sarah Ogar 1218 Edgar S Bott
926 Abr Abraham 1220 Andrew A Morkved shoes
927 Art Johnson 2 Bertha Kjos minr
Ernest Warner 1221 Geo F Stuhr sal
928 Abr Assfoor . 2 Geo Oeltjendier cigar mfr
Mrs Fannie Boujoudy 1222 Saml B Jones
930 Francis E Dailey 1223 Albert H Graw photog
932 Julius L Fransen meats 1226 Jno E Langdon meats
933 Mrs Lucinda Morrison 2 Henry Cass
Wall e Mrs Amelia C Baumgartner
. Intersects 1227 Andrew Johnson

1003 Oliver P Blanchard 1228 C L Lien & Co drugs

1004 Rev Phil Salmone 5 Yevi E Parker
Mrs Louise Salmone Gilbert Jenks '

%88.? gno I,g Il\&hller 1229 Jno Streeter drygoods .

no adgraft 1230 Wittenberg & Hayes billiards

1013 Geo F Morelli 2 Jno Beznouz
1014 Wm H Marshall - Jos W Beranek
1018 Chas H May 1232 Jos E Graf grocer
%8%2 1(;,‘)211Eeld%‘1'/:ule\l/I St M E Church 9 Central Hall

au ahoney -

1024 Rev Jas H Benson 1233 Ggegrgsenbuehl & Soukup gro
1027 %]aarrtean;d?yde Clinton intersects
1028 Rich J Hurley 1302-4 Pfofflin & Manke Hardware
1029 Vacant front Co

Harry E Hieser 1303 Frank L Mlsna

1032 Rev Ambrose Murphy Mrs Eliz M Soukup
Mrs Kathryn Murphy Benedict Nelson
Windsor intersect 1306 Danl B Larson

» rsects 1307 Henry C Valiquette

1102 St James Cath Church Edmund W Greene
1106 Fred W Silloway 1311 Almeron A Freeman

! Reom I, BATAVIAN
NATIONAL BANK
; ® [ BUILDING

MONEY TO LOAN on Farm and City Property

C\TY DireECTORY




.
Jntractors
6 LA CROSSE ST.

1 Leonard O ©®
Ernest C ©
Gerald E
Martin F ©
ilbert J

obt E

Percy L. @
Julia Mrs ©
ds
1 Walter H
Frank A ®
John ©
Sylvester B ©
rtha W Mrs ©
synn'V ©

Geo G

I Robt

z Matt ®
Evelyn Mrs
S Gordon
Floyd R

ryor H®

i Harry P
"loyd J

scar C

st Clifford E
lie A Mrs @
intersects
Chas H

on Howard J
'hos M ®

ana M Mrs ®
Virgil K

k Susie C Mrs
Julius R ’
iz M Mrs @
aymond F ®
[ayme E Mrs @
sephine B

HEG)

ernard A
arold J .
Frank M @
Harry V ©®

5 Roland M
nsing G ©
Wm C

Oscar
intersects
ee W

0 ©

Robt

Fred F ®

eo H®
Stewart H

hn G ©

R CO.

PHONE 2-1991

v DBordens

CONSOLIDATED DIVISION
“If Its Borden's Its Got To Be Good”

CALEDONIA —Contd

516 Nuttingham Wesley E ®

522 Miller Otto P ®

5264AScanlan Edw L, ®
StAndrew intersects
CMStP& PRR crosses

617ALesky John J

621AShelmidine Della B Mrs

625AHolthaus Donald E’

6304Strupp Frank S ®
Hagar intersects

7014Dingeldein Henry ®

702 Schiffer Mathilda E

Mrs ®

706 Paulson Archie M

708 ASchilfer Donald

7084 Vauk Ronald J

709 Michel Carl A

709% Vacant

712A8o0ller Sylvester J ®

713AJohnson Marie A Mrs ®

716 Schermerhorn Hazel

Mrs
AManley Clifford L,

7163AShepard Walter D ®

717ALeonard Giles R ®

719ASchrader Harvey A ®

721AFidlin Warren P ®

722ANorman Louise C ®

726 AMatzke Otto H ©®

727ASvoboda Roy J

730APaulson Edwin C ®

733AWrobel Fred R ®
StCloud intersects

802ALueck Paul C
806 ANimetz Eliz H Mrs ©
8063AKolefsky Wm
AMalsacher Norman
807ASchrader Rudolph J ®
8114Daley John J
8124 Pofahl Roy C @ contr
8123 Vacant
813ABrisson Arthur R ®
8133AHouck Margt Mrs
816AWhiting Anna Mrs ®
817 Howly John G ®
820AVanderzee Geo B ®
823AKnozosky Andrew J ®
826APengra Maude H Mrs ©®
829 Preuss Henry O ®
832AWIill Emil F ®.
833 Maitland Bernice Mrs ©®
StJames intersects
900-08A Powers Pure Oil gas
sta

910ASmith Jas A Plumbing
& Heating
9124Midwest Restr & Equip
Co Inc
9124 ASkilbeck Howard O
916 AChaffee Frank H
APrestwood Wm A
9163 Peaslee Mable Mrs
924AAsfoor Abr ®
9242 AAsfoor Jas
926ALawrence Robt H
930 Ciano Donald D
932ARex Bar
Wall intersects
1003AFay Arth B ®
1004 4Seroogy Geo R ©@
4ASagen Oscar A
1004 3AMain Sara E Mrs
1006 AMiller Florence E ®
1007ANelson Melford funeral
dir
Nelson Richd E
1013AYoung Edwin M
1014ASagen Oscar A
1019AWakeen John J ® .
1020 Caledonia St Methodist
) Church
1023AAnny Leo ®
1024AHolmes Lee H Rev
10274ASmith Earl W ©
1028AThiele Julius W ®
10284 Tyler Edw S
1032ASheridan Jas J Rev
10330 Wakeen Fayz gro &
" meats
10334 Wakeen Fayz @
Windsor intersects
1102 StJames Cath Church
11054 McBride Rose H Mrs ©®
11054 Valentine Fred
1107ASchmidt Conrad A ®
optometrist
11114 Community Loan and
Finance Co
ACommunity Ins Agency
1113ASweet Shop confrs
11134ACraigen Dorothy M
Mrs
Stankey Gerald K
1115ABangsberg Tailor &
Cleaners
1117AMaid Rite Eat Shop
restr
rearAFurlong Wm
11175 Vacant

e

HOWARD’S

The largest selection of clothing to choose from in the Northwest

{112 So. 4th

CLOTHES

Tel, 2-8362
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