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Fleet Paint & Body
3332 Commerce St.
La Crosse, W 54650

RE: _An appeal regarding the regulations for size of monument sian, the height of a monument
sign, the size of an EMU sign, having 2 monument signs without having 200 lineal fest of street
frontage and to see the EMU from a residentially zoned property.

Dear Fleet and Body:

We have received your Sign permit application to install a monument sign. This sign is not in
compliance with the sign ordinances set forth in the Municipal Code of Ordinances of the City of
La Crosse (Code).

The project as proposed is in direct violation of the following subparagraphs of the Code: Sec.
111-84 and 111-95.

o Sec.111-84, Monument signs.

One monument sign shall be permitted per street frontage. Lots with more than 200 feet
-of frontage on a street shall be allowed one sign per 200 feet of street frontage or fraction
thereof. Monument signs shall not exceed 60 square feet. Monument signs shall be
limited to a maximum height of 14 fect. Subsequent signs shall not exceed 60 square feet
and shall be limited to a maximum height of 14 feet, Monument signs shall first be
reviewed and approved by the City's Design Review Committee prior to issuance of a
sign permit and are required to include the architectural elements of the principle building
and shall contain landscaping surrounding the base of the sign. The provisions of this
chapter regarding amortization with just compensation in 15 years (year 2027) shall apply
to ground and pylon signs.

Sec. 111-95.  On-premises electronic message unit signs.

« (b

Standards for placement and use of on-premises electronic message unit signs . Prior to
issuance of'a sign permit, all EMU signs shall first be reviewed and approved by the
City's Design Review Committee. EMUs shall only be allowed when meeting the
location and design standards in this Code and may only be permitted in commercial
zoning districts, light industrial, heavy industrial or in a mixed land use area where mixed
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land use is defined as two or more types of land uses on one parcel or site where one is
residential; or more than two types of land uses adjacent to each other, one of which is
residential defined in Table 111-95(b). Electronic scoreboards are exempted from this

chapter only during the course of regulated events,

« (1)

EMUs shall be permitted only when fully contained within a monument sign (60 square
feet total with the EMU no larger than 22 square feet or 35 percent of the monument
sign) and no pylon or freestanding nonmonument sign EMUs ate allowed. EMUs are
required to include the architectural elements of the principle building and shall contain
landscaping surrounding the base of the sign.

Table 111-95(b)

200 feet from a residential zoning district line and shall not be visible from a residence or
residential zoning district line

Therefore, if upon consideration of all of the facts surrounding this appeal in a public hearing,
the Board of Zoning Appeals determines that this appeal meets all of the criteria established by
the Legislature of the State of Wisconsin, as interpreted by the Supreme Court of the State of
Wisconsin for the granting of variances, the Board of Zoning Appeals would have to grant 5
variances for this project to proceed as it has been proposed. 1. A variance of 11 feet to the 14
foot height limitation. 2. A variance of 136 square ft. to the allowed 60 square feet for total size
of sign. 3. A variance of 24 square fest to the allowed 22 square foot EMU size limitation. 4. A
variance to allow the EMU sign to be seen from a residence or residentially zoned property 5.
To allow 2 monuments signs without having 200 lineal feet of street frontage.

Sincerely
Brent Thielen 6
Building Inspector
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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

STANDARDS FOR AREA VARIANCE

1. The proposed variance is not contrary to the public interest. The purpose
statement of the ordinance and related statutes must be reviewed in order to
identify the public interest. Variances must observe the spirit of the ordinance,
secure public safety and welfare and do substantial justice. In considering
effects of a variance on public interests, broad community and even statewide
interests should be examined: the public interest standard is not confined to
scrutiny of impacts on neighbors or résidents in the vicinity of a project.

2. The property has a special or unique condition. The property must have
unique or physical features which prevent compliance with the ordinance. The
circumstances of an applicant, such as growing family or need for a larger
garage, are not legitimate factors in meeting this standard. Property limitations
that prevent ordinance compliance and that are not unique but common to a
number of properties should be addressed by amendment of the ordinance.

3. The special condition of the property creates an unnecessary hardship:

A Unnecessary hardship means unnecessarily burdensome,
considering the purpose of the ardinance,

B. Unnecessary hardship may not be self created. An applicant may
not claim hardship because of conditions which are self-imposed.
Examples include claiming hardship for a substandard lot after having sold
off portions that would have allowed building in compliance and claiming
hardship where construction was commenced without required permits in
violation of ordinance standards,

C. Financial hardship is not a deciding factor. Economic loss or
financial hardship does not justify a variance.



