Chunks of ice are pushed to the bank of the Mississippt

temperature of 45 degrees in La Crosse. Sunny skies and even warmer temperatures are expected for the weekend, according to the National
Weather Service. ' )

Project aims to add

value to park

Board looks at
La Crosse Center
expansion impact

JOURDANVIAN
La Crosse Tribune -

While the design isn’t yet set
for the La Crosse Center expan-
sion, city officials are looking
forward to how the $49 million
proposal would impact River-
side Park, including plans for the
space underneath the portion of

the building that
would hang over
the park.
LaCrosse Cen-
ter Board presi-
dent Brent Smith
and director Art
Fahey spoke to
the city’s Board Smith
of Park Commis-
sioners Thursday, talking abouf
options for the space underneath
the new ballroom — a portion of
whichis planned to suspend over

well-known park
« by the Missis-
sippi River.

“It obviously
will impact the
park, no matter
what concept is

chosen” Smith
Fahey - said.
' The concept,

which is being developed by
Gensler and ISG, is scheduled to
go before the La Crosse Common
Council next month for final ap-

as city officidls worked to develop
an additional funding plan after
the concept approved by the La
Crosse Center Board came in at
$7.2 million more than the $42
million in funding already set
aside for the project.

“We've always talked about
selling the river — it’s a big sell-
ing point for us — so we want to
take advantage of it," Fahey said.

To do that, the concept calls
for the ballroom to hang 27 feet
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Long-term US mortgage rates
fall for first time this year

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON
Long-term U.S. mortgage
rates fell this week for the
first time this year as the
spring home buying season
begins. The decline comes:
afternine straight weeks of
increases that pushed bor-
rowing costs higher.

Mortgage buyer Fred-
die Mac said Thursday
the average rate on 30-
year fixed-rate mortgages
slipped to 4.44 percent
from 4.46 percent last
week. The new average
rate remains at ahighlevel,
however, raising concern
that home sales could be
dampened. The bench-
mark rate averaged 4.30
percent a year ago.

The average rate on 15-
year, fixed-rate loans de-
clined to 3.90 percent from
3.04 percent last week.

Mortgage rates rose
steadily in January, Feb-
ruary and early March,
as interest rates generally
increased in response to
higher levels of govern-
ment debt and expecta-

-shrinking.

clineinthe yieldonthe10-

.Mac surveys lenders across-

tions of rising inflation.

In addition to higher
mortgage rates, home af-
fordability also has been
affected by increases
in average home prices
that have eclipsed wage
growth. And the number
of homes for sale has been

The government re-
ported Tuesday that con--
surner prices increased at
amodest pace in February,
indicating that inflation
pressures may be easing.
Overall consumer prices
rose 2.2 percent in Febru-
ary from a year earlier.

Thereport spurred ade-

year U.S. Treasury note,
which is closely tracked
by mortgage rates. The
yield stood at 2.82 percent
Thursday, compared with
2.46 percent at the start of
the year.

To calculate average
mortgage rates, Freddie

the country between Mon-
day and Wednesday each

week.
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Park

From Al

above the street and the
park, with a glass wall and
terrace facing the Missis-
sippi River and some sort of
stairway or entrance down
from the second-story to
the street.

However, that leaves a
portion of the park under-
neath the building, which
Kevin Bills of ISG said
gave the city some new
opportunities to connect
downtown, the Mississippi
River, Riverside Park and
the La Crosse Center.

The idea, Bills said, is
to make the space func-
tional, whether by putting
playground equipment un-
derneath, creating activ-
ity space for yoga or other
group classes, or some sort
of multi-purpose art dis-
play. -

“Tt’s all about welcoming
interaction, people who are

- coming down to the walk-

way, people who are com-

_ing off the river,” Bills said.

“\We think this is a great
opportunity not just for the
building but also with this
function underneath to
create a beacon for down-

Safety

From Al

“There is some serious
politics being played between
the two houses. School safety
and security must not be al-
lowed to become a casualty,’
he wrote.

report any suspected threats
of school violence to law en-
forcement.

‘Walker also proposes re-
quiring districts to create
school safety plans for school
activities outside of the nor-
mal school day, which they
are currently not mandated
to do; amending state law to

restrictions such as univer-
sal background checks for
firearm purchases.

Evers also said it’s good
that Walker wants to give
schools more money for
safety, but he said the funds
should be ongoing rather
than one-time. Evers also
objected to putting the grant
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This rendering from Gensler and 1SG shows a mock-up of what the La Crosse Center would
look like from the park. The final design, including the materials, has not yet been approved.

town, to sort of enhance
and show the character of
our community” he added.

The stairway to the
park, which Bills called the
“river lobby,” would pro-
vide structural supports
and sidewalk access to the
park-side of the building.

The design includes a
17,669 -square-foot ball-
room which will be sus-
pended over Front Street
and include an entrance
from Riverside Park, as
well as 12,000 square feet
of additional meeting
rooms. .

On the downtown side,

“they would build a new

lobby, which give them
room to expand the bath-
rooms and concessions,
and add corridors to con-
nect the front--and back-
ends of the building.

«We're kind of depart-
mentalized on the front
end of the building right
now;” Fahey said.

While the parks board
didn't take any formal ac-
tion, members did share
concerns about parking
and funding for any work
in the park, which wouldn’t
be included in the $49 mil-
lion price tag.

The city parks direc-
tor, Steve Carlyon, spoke

in support of the project,
saying it could work well
with future plans for Riv-
erside Park, which include
efforts to attract river
cruise ships.

«] think the expansion of
this center is very import-
ant to'this community. I see
it having a lot of value for
the park, a lot of value for
the community. It kind of
sets La Crosse up for the
next 50 years to be very
prosperous in terms of
conventions and travel;”
Carlyon said.

That ties together tour-
ism and supporting local
business, he added.




