
September 18, 2018 

To: City of La Crosse Planning Commission and Common Council 

From: John and Sangeetha Kelly, 301 21st Street South, La Crosse 

Re: Agenda item 18-011, Application of John and Sangeetha Kelly for a Conditional Use Permit 
allowing demolition of structure for green space at 2036 Cass Street 

In August 2018, the Common Council followed the Planning Commission’s recommendation to refer 
final consideration of our CUP application until no later than the October 1-11 meeting cycle. During the 
Planning Commission meeting on July 30, several commissioners agreed that our CUP would likely be 
approved, if we could provide solid evidence that we were committed to moving the house to a vacant 
lot within the city limits. Later, Tim Acklin suggested to us that this condition could be included in the 
text of the CUP. 

In the six weeks since that meeting, we have successfully undertaken important efforts to have the 
house moved: 

1. After researching vacant lots (for sale and nor for sale) within one-half mile of the house, we
purchased a perfectly suitable lot only 5 blocks away, at 2402 Main Street (see attached deed and
closing statement). Being so close, moving the house will necessitate minimal disturbance to the very
few potential obstacles en route (see attached letter from Kenneth Shanahan, of the Wisconsin
Association of Movers). The house is a suitable size and shape for the lot, for the character of the
neighborhood, and for current market demands (see attached site plan, “option 1”; this is not a
definitive plan, but rather evidence that we have carefully considered setback lines, and how to
minimize disturbance to vegetation on the lot).

2. We have been in close contact with Egge Movers (Ken Shanahan), an experienced and bonded
moving, raising, and excavating firm. Ken has developed a detailed plan (see attached letter) to dig the
new foundation, move the house, and fill in the old foundation (in anticipation of our final landscaping
work). We have already contacted and, in some cases, paid for the services of necessary premlinary
work, including asbestos inspection, and water and cable utilities. We have secured Egge’s services, and
they would initiate the work as soon as city permits, weather conditions, and their schedule allow. We
would put the Main Street house on the market as soon as we could, probably around July 2019.

Through considerable expense and effort, we are adding to the city’s housing supply (were the CUP 
denied, the Cass Street house will likely merely serve as a family guest house) – and to the city’s tax base 
(the new lot will be taxed as a lot with a house, while we countinue to pay payments in lieu of taxes on 
the now-vacant Cass Street lot). 

We will tolerate some damage to the siding of ourhouse as it is moved, because this siding will be 
replaced at its new site; therefore, the (very few) trees en route will require almost no trimming, 
perhaps none at all. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 John Kelly 









September 10, 2018 

To the City of La Crosse Planning Commission and Common Council: 

The purpose of this letter is to attest that we have been working with the owners, The 
Kelly’s, of 2036 Cass Street to carefully plan for the moving of the house on that lot, to the 
vacant lot at 2402 Main Street, if the Conditional Use Permit is approved. 

I have considerable experience in moving homes of this sort in the area that includes the city 
of La Crosse.  Egge Movers has many years of experience and is insured, licensed and can obtain 
a bonding when requested. 

In late August, John and Sangeetha Kelly purchased the lot at 2402 Main Street. I have 
inspected both the 2036 Cass Street house and the Main Street lot, and in my professional 
opinion the house will fit well on the lot.  From an engineering perspective including, digging 
and constructing a foundation the lot is ideal.  The house will fit easily within the setbacks and 
other site restrictions, and it will fit in well with the neighborhood character. The house lifting 
and moving is very feasible from an engineering standpoint. 

The Kellys were fortunate to purchase a property only five blocks from the current house 
location. Given the modest dimensions of the house, and its lack of eaves and decorative trim, I 
have determined that a route proceeding three blocks east on Cass Street and then two blocks 
north on 24th Street will necessitate minimal disturbance to overhead utility lines or trees. Xcel 
Energy can provide any needed clearance to cross the path of any powerlines.  No trees will 
require significant trimming; at most, two trees will require modest pruning of a few small 
branches, during the dormant season. Egge Movers will have the route and tree trimming 
reviewed by the city of La Crosse, and will obtain a written final approval, along with all the 
other required permits and bonds as is customary.  At the new house site, depending on the 
precise final location of the house, most likely only one maple tree, near the street, will require 
removal, and it will be replanted or replaced by the Kellys. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kelly have committed to retaining my services, pending the CUP approval. 

Please call or email me if you have any questions. Thank you. 

Kenneth Shanahan 
Egge Movers, LLC 
920 N Prairie St 
Lone Rock, WI 53556 

Cell 608-606-1567 
Office 608-583-2082 
email: eggemovers@bugnet.net
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