
 
June 13, 2019 
 IP-WC-2019-32-01539 
 
Caroline & Steve Grosvold, Robert Gschwind, Melissa Briggs 
Steve Grosvold 
400 La Crosse Street 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
 
City of La Crosse Parks Department 
400 La Crosse Street 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
 
Re:  Boathouse Repair Certification Exception for Copeland Park East -3 (CPE-3) on Black River  
 
Dear Mr. or Ms. Grosvold, Gschwind, Briggs, and Mr. Jay Odegaard: 
 
The Department has examined the proposed maintenance and repairs of your boathouse, 
Copeland Park East -3 (CPE-3) on the Black River, also described as in the NE1/4 of the NE1/4 of 
Section 30, Township 16 North, Range 07 West, City of La Crosse, La Crosse County.   
 
The proposed work consists of Boathouse Copeland Park East 3 (CPE-3) repairs and 
reconstruction of the entire structure, decking, floats, pilings, etc. resulting in a complete rebuild of 
structure to the exact 3-D footprint of the previously existing structure.  
 
Section 30.121, Wisconsin Statutes allows an exception to the 50% maintenance and repair 
limitation for all existing boathouses that were in existence on December 16, 1979. Your 
boathouse is verified as meeting this exception. Your proposed work must meet the certification 
exception conditions below and may proceed as planned. 
 
 

CERTIFICATION CONDITIONS 
 
1. You must notify Ryan Pappas at phone (715) 492-0200 or email 

Ryan.Pappas@wisconsin.gov before starting construction and again not more than 5 days 
after the project is complete. 

 
2. This certification exception expires on June 13, 2022.  If the repairs are not completed by 

then, you must apply for an extension prior to the expiration date, or a new application for 
repair certification must be submitted. 

 
3. This approval allows only repairs to the boathouse which are specifically described in your 

application, and does not authorize any other work in the waterway which may require a 
permit under Chapter 30 or 31, Wisconsin Statutes. 

 
4. This certification exception does not authorize any work other than what you specifically 

describe in your application and plans, and as modified by the conditions of this certification 
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exception.  If you wish to alter the project or certification conditions, you must first obtain 
written approval of the Department.  

 
5. You are responsible for obtaining any permit or approval that may be required for your project 

by local zoning ordinances or by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers before starting your 
project. 

 
6. Upon reasonable notice, you shall allow access to your project site during reasonable hours to 

any Department employee who is investigating the project's construction, operation, 
maintenance or certification compliance. 

 
7. The Department may modify or revoke this certification if the project is not completed 

according to the terms of the certification, or if the Department determines the activity is 
detrimental to the public interest. 

 
8. You must post a copy of this certification exception at a conspicuous location on the project 

site, visible from the waterway, for at least five days prior to construction, and remaining at 
least five days after construction.  You must also have a copy of the approved plan available 
at the project site at all times until the project is complete. 

 
9. Your acceptance of this certification exception and efforts to begin work on this project signify 

that you have read, understood and agreed to follow all conditions of this certification 
exception. 

 
10. You must submit a series of photographs to the Department, within one week of completion of 

work on the site.  The photographs must be taken from different vantage points and depict all 
work authorized by this certification. 

 
11. You, your agent, and any involved contractors or consultants may be considered a party to the 

violation pursuant to Section 30.292, Wis. Stats., for any violations of Chapter 30, Wisconsin 
Statutes or this certification. 

 
12. All repairs and maintenance may not affect the size, location, or configuration of the 

boathouse.   
 
13. Repair and maintenance may not include any change in roof pitch or addition of decks, 

walkways, railings or other architectural features. 
 
14. Decks, walkways, railings or piers that are permanently attached to the boathouse are part 

of the boathouse and subject to repair certification. 
 
15. This structure shall be used for the storage of watercraft and associated materials and 

cannot be converted to allow permanent or temporary human habitation. 
 
16. An exception certification must be obtained each time you wish to make repairs. 
 
17. You must prevent any construction materials from being deposited into any surface waters. 
 
Dated at Plymouth Service Center, Wisconsin on June 13th, 2019. 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 



For the Secretary 

 
Ryan Pappas  
Water Management Specialist 
Phone: 715-492-0200 
Email: Ryan.Pappas@wisconsin.gov 
 
cc: Conservation Warden 
 Shannon Neumann, City of La Crosse 
 City of La Crosse Parks Department  
 
  


