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ORDINANCE NO.: 5167

AN ORDINANCE to amand Saclian 118-298 of Ihe Code of Ordinances of the Gity of La Crosse regarding

fences and hedges,

THE COMMON CCUNCIL of the Glty of La Crosse do ordain as follows:

SECTION | Seclion 41 5-388 Ia hereby amended {o read as folliows:

Ser. 115-398. - Fetices and hedges.

() Fences delfinad, For the purpose of ihis Seelion, a *znoe” is heretn defined as & barrier consisting of
vegetation, wood, stane, vinyl, brick, fieldslone, wrought Iron, or metal intended te pravent Ingress of egress,
For the pumosed of this seclion, the lem "fance” shall lnclude plantings, such as hedges and shrubbery in
the front yard jn exgess of 4 feel1all. No fance stizil be constructed of unsighlly or dangerous malerials which
would constitule a nuisanea,

{1} Fenoas to b situsted In skie andfor rear yards shall be construciad using malerlals suitable for residential-
styls fencing, Including, but not limited to, brick, Neldslone, wrought iron, vingl, chalnhink (with & minimum
thicknass of nine gauge and a required top rail Supporl{. stockade or brard-on-board wood. With—tihe
axsapton-ol-erlensethat-sha-atep-tecorat i-wl tive-stone-woll-whieb-s-erpart-ef-the

i } ar-more-iahrene

paiern-ei-the-same-metetials-on-any-givertetins—ferexemple—a-wo derstockade-toree—tannot-ber
emmﬂmewd—withdtﬂmkekfaﬁmm-pnrkﬂw&mﬁencﬁ}ﬁhmhaiwm-lwa‘m{emeﬂng
H ifforant-rrnterial

fores-hromrhavingdi i Hf—the%enceawe—awned—brﬁiﬁeren&-pmreﬂy—wnaﬁ.

(23 No lence shall ba construcled of used or discarded materials in disrepalr, Including. but not Himited to,
allets, troe trunks, trash, lires, junk, or othet similar Rems. Malerials not specifically manufactured for
naing, such as, but not limited o, railroad ties, doors, andscapa timbers or ulility poles, shall not be used

for, or in the construction of a fence.

(3) Agricullural/farm fences shall only ba permilled In agriculiurally zoned or used dislricts and can only exceesd
sl¥ Teet with a conditional use parmit.

{4} Fences associaled with baseball andfor safiball flelds ang! surrounding tennis courds may be erected in
conformance wilh accepted Industry slandards. A Fence Permit shall be re(}uirad for such instaliation,

{8) The La Crosse Regicnal Airport shall be allewed to arect chainlink fences for securlly purposes up Lo ten
fert in helght plus Up to thraa strands of barbed wire, The three strands of barbed wire may face away from
airporl prcpert{,Aience permit shall be required for such inslalation.

ny fence bultt In a. tia] Park that has recorded covenants in regards fo fences, he covenanis shall
. A lency il sh ired h Inslallation,
{b) Fences categorlzed, Fences shall be calegorized into siX classilicalicns:

(1) Boundary fence, Afence placed on of whihin three Teet of the %ropart lines of adjacent propeslies.

(2) Protective fence. A Tence constructed o enclose a hazard to the pub?l'c haalth, safety and welfare,

(3) f\rcgirecrura{ or aesthelic fence. A fence constructed lo-enhance the appearance af iha structure or Ihe
prdscape,

(4} Hadge. A row of bushes or small Lrees planted close logelher which may form a barrier, enclosure or
boundary in the front yard,

(5) Picket fence. Afence having a poinled post, stake, pale ar peg laced veriically with the point or sharp part
pointing upward lo form a pari of tha fence.

(3] Dfog kenneri fence A chalnlink enclosure which is andosed on three or four sides in the sida or rear yand
of a property, .

(c) Helghi ang selbavk of fances regulaled,

(1) Residential fences ara permittad up la the property lines in Residential Dislricts but shall not, in any case,
excend a helght of six faet wilhaut a conditional use permit, shall not exceed 48 Inchea In height from grade
in the Front, sida, or rear yard sethack abulting a public sidawalk, shalf not encromch inte any vision comer
and shall not ba closer than hree fast ta any public right-o+way along a public alley. The helght of any fence
shall be messured as an averege and shall not include the pasts or piilars lo which a fence 15 attached,

a. Decoralive wrought Iron, brick, stoné, PYC or painted plckel style fences less than A8 inches {average) in
heigh! from grade or decorative lot comer kandscape may be placed up to the property line in Residantial
Districts and shall not violate vision corner vilinances gursuanl to this saction.
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th g, A fence located in a reas yard abulling a public sidewalk may be erected 0 8 halght of six feet If the
alire fence it consiruclsd of wrought irén ar similar apen construction or IT the area ahove four faet is
ol Iaast 5 parconl open, An example of the latler i1s & fence that is opague ko a helght of four fest and is
{opped with not more Than lwe fee] of |atlice. A fence as specified above may be located n a side yard on
tha slreal side of a cormer lot behind the principal structura,

& o, All fences must be construsted and mainiained 1n a geod state of rapaic and appearanee. The finished
side nr decoralive side of a fence shall [ace adjofning propery.

i@, Any fonces adjacant to or encroaching into alley right-of-way that bro required to be removed for
construction relatad causes during a Gily alley project may ba recansiructed within the three-foot setback,
%rovided they are reconstructed oulside of the right-of-way using tha property line established by the

nginaaring Depariment during the prcH'Bct withou{ the requirement of a Certified Survay Map,
(2) Mo fénce, wall, hedge, or shrubbery shall bo erecled, placed, maintained or grown along a lot line on any
non-residenlially zoned proparty, ndjacent lo a regidentially 7oned property, lo a helght exceading vight feel.
(4) Properly owners shall locate fences no cleser lhan three feet from the property Ine so that each side of
ihe fencs may be properly maintained by the cwner of the fence while on said owners proparty, bnless
an affidavit in reoordaﬁle form |5 provided slgned by the adjacen! propery ewnors agreeing 1o maintain
the opposlte side of the fence of agreeing o permit he owner of the fence to malntain said fence, This

requiremerd can be walvad if & mainlenance free fencc is installed. i

{43 In the case of & proposed fence inslaliation within thres fect of & Iot line where no record of 8 fence eaisted,

a survey prepared by a registered land surveyor or professlonal englneer is required ta ablain a building

parmit, No survey Is required If a recordabla a \davil slgned by all affectad propsr*tz pwrers establishes an
agreed upon (of lino, Nerporvdtahall-be-asued-for-a-fonce-threefeet-er

Building-Sately-and-tB-jays-huve-pessud— e raeereable-afitaviprovidet-the—t5-day porivdeanbe
weived:




{d) Fences on nonresidenlial property, Fences are permittad on tha proparty linas it alt cormmercial zoning districls
but shall nol exceed eight fast in height in commercial zoning districts and ten feet in height for property zoned
light or heavy industrial and shall be of an apen lype similar 1o woven wire, chainlink or wrought iren fencing.
Fences regulated urcler Sectian 10-49{2)[b§}as parl of an approved Beer Garden License are not subject to
these resirictions. Sclid vinyl or composite fences are only allowad on proparty Hnes abutting a resicential
property, but cannot ba taller than slx feet, The fence can be up to eight feel Lall by a conditional use permil.

{e) Prohibiied fences. No fence shall be constructed which is in & dangerous condition, or which conducta
olectrichly or is designed 1o electrically shock or which uges barbeds wire; J:mvided. nowever, {hat barbed wire
may be used ininduslrially zoned areas If the davicss securing the bared wire la the fence are ten leet above
}%rade and projest ioward the fenced property and away fram public ares.

{1} No person shall construct of Install:

a, Any wire or chainlink-type fence with the cut or salvage end of the fence exposet al the top.

b. A fanca which creates’a hazard 10 users of the street, sidewalk or lo nearby proparty.

;An incomplels fence, canslsting enly of pests and supporling members,
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2, Fences ta be repalred, All fences shall be malntained and kepl safe and in & state of good repair, and tha

finished side or decoralive side of a fence shall face adjoining roperlr.

# g Temperary fences, Fances sracted for the protection of planting or 1o warn of construchion hazard, or for
similar purposes, shali be clearly vizible or marked with colorad shtearnirs or other such warning devices
al four oot intervals. Such tence shall comply wilh the sethack reguirements set forth in this section, The
issuanca of & parmit shall not be necessary lor trmporery tences as described herein, but said fences shall
not ba erecled far more than 48 days or, 0 Ihe case of a tonslruclion prajet, shafl enly be for the duration
of sald congtruction project.

g1, Nencorfarming fences and hedges. Any fence or hedge existing on the effeciive date of this Code of
Ordinantes shall not be modified, enlarged, axtended or replaced, except in stricl compilance with all of
the requitements of this chaftar. The replacement of a nonconforming fence as 1o helght, setbacks (vision
corner requirements shall still be mat), or fance material type may be made provided {hat the fence matertal
be the same or higher grade as outined balovs;

Ascending ordar of fence typss:

Wraughl jron o aluminum,
. Field stong or brick (dogs not includa split face block).

#z g, Fences required under condilional use permils, An opague fenca ol six feet in height may be required on
Frolnerly for which a conditional uss permil is granied In thoze casas in which such a fence is determined
o ba benaficial lo the health, sefely, or welfare of tha public or adjoln property owners. Such fence shall
comply with material requirementis as specifisd heraunder.

b Permit required. A City of La Crosee BUTkling Parmit is required for any newly installed fence or for a

tolal fence replacement as dafined in aection 103-34 which shall be set at the same rate as a Flai Peimil

Fea In saclion 103-34.

: L Vision clearance. No fence, slructure, post, plllar or object of natural growlh shall herealter ba malntalned

o allowed to grow higher In the vision clearance area than 38 inches above the highesl grade of the

adjacent sidewalk or the required sidewalk grade whare no sidewalk exists. This provision shell likewise

apply la alley vision clearance areas.

1 Tﬁe requirement of vision clearance shall nct apply at a helght of six feet or more above he highest

rade of the adjacent sidewalk or tha reguired sidewalk grade whers no sidewalk exists,

2. Objecls of narrow width, which do not exceed ten inches In diameter, which do not impalr cormer vision,
may, at the discretion of the Fire Department - Division of Fire Prevention and Bulkling Safely, be
permitted in the viglon clearance area.

3. Right-of-way. All permanerl fences shall be localed outside the public ight-of-way.

4, Public nuwisansa. Obstruction to visual clearance, 28 requiated by this section, shall be deemed {o be

ublic nuisance and the Fire Department - Division of Fire Prevenlion and Building Salety and City
Alterney are authorized 1o abate said nuisance,
(2) Obstructian of ingreas/egress area of a dwelling.

a. Mo fence shall e Installed in any yard that will shisld any window or uponin? in a habitable space of a
dwelling. A minimum distance of six feet shall be maintained betwasn any salid fance and any such window
or epening in a dwelling.

. The Fire Department may awrove a fence ad/acent to a rec*uirad Ingress/egress apaning of a dwalling
behtween four fest and slx Teet If the fance has pire of the followlng features:

1. Fer basement ingrass/egreas operiings, the fence opening}; or gate shall be the width of the ingressfegress
opening o four feel whichever is greater with no ability to lock or secure seid gate, or a four foot wide

approved breakaway fence panel and the area on balh sldes of the gateffance shall conlinuously be Tree
fran all vbstrudion including vegetation and snow aind ice buildup and shail swing or break away in lhe
direclion of agrass.,

For ingressfegrass opening above grade, lhe fence opening or gate shall be the width of the Ingress/
egross vpening or four feel whichever is greater with no ebility to lock or secure said gate, or a four foot
wide approved breakaway fence panel, or the top of lhe fence shall be po taller that the bollon of the
sl of tho Ingrossiegress oponing and Lhe area on both sides of the gatelfence shall conlinucusly be free
from all obstructinns inciuding vegstelion and snow and ice buildup and shall swing or break away in the
direclion of agress. .

(2} Fencas permitied wilhout & permit. The followlng lypes of fenices are permitied, as specified, without & permit,
subject to the following res?rlcﬂons and providing thet sald tence does not In any way Interlere with trafflc
visibility, or block, reditect or cause a drainage preblem for Lhe adjacanl or downstreasn prt:fenies:

& Snow fencing stall be permilted 1n all dislncts not exceeding four deat in haight provided il Is rermnoved
between May 1 and November 1 of aach year, Mo snow fence shall extend into the straet right-of-way lina
unless tnstalied by the Clty or a contractor having a permit from the Ci1¥.

b. Agriculluralffarm fences ars Grited to earicutturally zoned or used distritds. An agriculturalffaim fence is a
fence conglsting of chicken wire, deer fence, hog wire, high tensile, wire strand and barbed wire used inthe
eyrteullurai, farming and lvestock business, sgeclficall for livestock, animal, and bird control,

& Fences nol exceeding twa feet In height shall be permitied In il districls. Such fonces shall nol be placed in
any manner which gresanls a hazard to pedeslrdans on any publlc or private sidewalk,

. d. Underground elecirical fences are permiited in all districls,

{f} Fences on Cly-owned pmﬁeﬂy any easements. Fences that are owned and maintained by the City, frond
recreational lralls, and ere bullt ore Cly-owned proparly or on private land thropgh City easement rights, shall
be under ta authorlty of the Board of Public Works, inctuding the height of the fence, fence matarials and
loneo location, and no fence pennit shall be required.

SECTION II: Should any pormion of this urdinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid by a court of

cumpatent]urlsdlc{lpn. the remainder of this division shall not be affected.

SECTION Ul This ordinance shall takr affect and be in force from and after its passage and publication.

1. Chatnlink,

2. Chalnfink with PYC coating,
3. Stalned treatad wood,

4. Cedar.

5. Vinyl.

6.

7
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