CITY OF LA CROSSE

400 La Crosse Street
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(608) 789-CITY
www.cityoflacrosse.org

LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID Caption
23-1248

AN ORDINANCE to amend Section 6-16(2)(a) and (e) of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Crosse
regarding the keeping of chickens.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation
Primary: Animal Control

Possible impact on Community Risk Management

Requestor of Legislation
CM Schwarz (D10)

Location, if applicable
Citywide

Summary/Purpose

Residents/constituents have requested that the minimum number of chickens that a single property can raise be raised from 5 to 8. In

response to this request, I'm also suggesting that a minimum square footage (3 sq feet per bird) be established regarding covered
enclosures, ie, coops, to address health and safety needs of the birds.

Background

Section 6-16 - "Keeping of Chickens" of the City of La Crosse Ordinances was first created in 2016, establishing rules for being licenced to
raise chickens in the city. Subsequently, a couple of amendments have been added; one removing the 50% approval of neighbors

requirement, except in the case of complaints at the time of renewal; and one allowing chickens on two family dwellings parcels (not just
single family dwellings). To date, no chicken license or renewal has been denied due to complaints or required the 50% neighbor approval

Fiscal Impact

No direct fiscal impact. It is possible that the animal control technician will receive additional calls regarding chickens. Of the 1,000+ animal
related calls that the city received thus far in 2023, 24 have been related to chickens in some way.

Staff Recommendation

No recommendation is neutral
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