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File ID Caption

23-0213 Ordinance creating 2-293 establishing a special assessment certification fee

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation

Finance

Requestor of Legislation

Chadwick Hawkins

Location, if applicable

Summary/Purpose

The purpose of the Ordinance is to establish a policy to collect a fee related to requests for obtaining
and confirming any outstanding assessments, charges or fees on real property within La Crosse or
areas where City of La Crosse Special Assessments exist.

Background

City staff responds to over 1000 requests per year, mainly from Title Companies, to confirm whether or not a
given property has outstanding assessments on a tax parcel. Most municipalities charge a fee for this service,
however, the City has never charged this fee. During our research, we have found that those fees are in the
range of $20-150 dollars . Many municipalities also charge an additional "rush" fee for requests to be filled
within 48 hours.

Fiscal Impact

Additional revenue for the General Fund

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of Ordinance and corresponding update to the City's "Fee Schedule"
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