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Requirements for granting a variance 
- Unnecessary Hardship

- Hardship Due to Unique Property Limitations

- No Harm to Public Interests 





2710 Onalaska Ave.
The applicant applied for a permit to place 15 feet of fill on 
only three sides of a dwelling, instead of the required 4 
sides. 

Sec. 115-281.(3)(a)(1). The elevation of the lowest floor 
shall be at or above the flood protection elevation on fill 
unless the requirements of section 115-281(3)(a)(2) can be 
met. The fill shall be one foot or more above the regional 
flood elevation extending at least 15 feet beyond the limits 
of the structure.

A variance will be required to allow only 15’ of required fill 
on  three of four required sides of the dwelling.

https://library.municode.com/wi/la_crosse/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILADEOR_CH115ZO_ARTVOVZODIRE_DIV2FLZO_SDIIIFLDIRE_S115-281FLDIFF






2710 Onalaska Ave.
- Unnecessary Hardship.  The dwelling cannot become floodplain 
compliant if the fill is not installed.

- Hardship Due to Unique Property Limitations.  The property is in 
the floodplain.

- No Harm to Public Interests.  This type of variance has been 
granted multiple times previously.  No harm to the public interest.

This variance should be granted.





1018 Badger St.
The applicant applied for a permit to build a new single family house that does not meet the 
allowed 8.915-foot front yard set back requirement 

Sec. 115-142.- R-1 Single Family Residence District Regulations.
(c)Area regulations 
(2) Front yards. On every lot in the Residence District, there shall be a front yard having a 

depth of not less than 25 feet, provided that where lots comprising 40 percent or more of the 
frontage on one side of a block are developed with buildings, the required front yard depth 
shall be the average of the front yard depths of the two adjacent main buildings, or if there is 
only one adjacent main building the front yard depth of said main building shall govern; 
provided further that this regulation shall not be so interpreted as to require a front yard 
depth of more than 25 feet in any case. The entire front yard shall be graded and sodded or 
seeded in a manner which will produce an acceptable lawn excepting such areas as may be 
required for driveways and walks
A variance allowing 2’-1 1/2” reduction to the allowed front yard set back, from the front 

property line, would need to be granted for this project to proceed as proposed. 
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1018 Badger St.
- Unnecessary Hardship. 

- Hardship Due to Unique Property Limitations. 

- No Harm to Public Interests.



Board of Zoning Appeals

- This presentation shall be added to the 
minutes of this meeting. 
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