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LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID Caption

25-0822

AN ORDINANCE to create Sec. 32-165 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Crosse regarding
hemp-derived cannabinoids.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation

Mayor

Requestor of Legislation
Mayor

Location, if applicable
City-wide

Summary/Purpose

To create a minimum age requirement to purchase, possess, etc., otherwise unregulated hemp-derived cannabinoid products in a manner
consistent with neighboring municipalities. There is currently no age restriction on purchasing these products. Further, there is no

guarantee that HDC products contain exactly what their product label says as these products are unregulated. Of major concern is the
impact HDC products can have on the health and development of young people.

Background

The 2018 federal Farm Bill re-defined hemp and removed hemp from the federal Controlled Substances Act. 2019 WI Act 68 revised
\Wisconsin law to correspond with the Farm Bill. Wls. Stat. 94.55(1) defines hemp as: "the plant Cannabis sativa L. and any part of that plant,
including the seeds thereof and all derivatives, extracts, cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, and salts of isomers, whether growing or not,
with a delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of not more than 0.3 percent on a dry weight basis or the maximum concentration
allowed under federal law up to 1 percent, whichever is greater, as tested using post-decarboxylation or other similarly reliable methods..."
The Farm Bill created a "loophole" as hemp contains low concentrations of other cannabinoids besides THC and CBD. Manufacturers can
produce and sell hemp-derived cannabis products with psychotropic doses of other cannabinoids as long as delta-9 remains below .3% THC,
product qualifies as hemp. Weight limit of .3% delta-9-THC in dried plant material is a very small amount of THC compared to cannabis, but
in foods and beverages which weigh more, .3% can be a significant amount of THC.

Fiscal Impact

N/A

Staff Recommendation
[Approve
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