CITY OF LA CROSSE

400 La Crosse Street
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601
(608) 789-CITY
www.cityoflacrosse.org

LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID Caption

25-0993

Request to use Climate Action Plan Implementation Fund to pay for grant services and
communications in 2026.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation
Lewis Kuhlman / Planning and Development

Requestor of Legislation
Lewis Kuhlman

Location, if applicable
Not applicable

Summary/Purpose

The Planning & Development Department has been directed to make substantial cuts to its operating budget. $25,000 for grant services

and $15,000 for communications could come from the Climate Action Plan Implementation Fund to relieve the burden on other budgetary
needs. This is the same amount that was budgeted in 2025.

Background

Grant services and communications were covered by the Climate Action Plan Implementation Fund in 2023 and 2024. In 2025, it these were
shifted to the operating budget. The Climate Action Plan Implementation Fund will be receiving about $320,000 from Direct Pay incentives
from 2024 solar projects. The City has received nearly $1 million in grants for climate action plan implementation since 2023.

Fiscal Impact

$40,000 from the Climate Action Plan Implementation Fund rather than the Planning & Development Department Operating Budget.

Staff Recommendation

Approval - these services were previously covered by the Climate Action Plan Implementation Fund, and the return on investment has been
worthwhile.
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