CITY OF LA CROSSE

400 La Crosse Street
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601
(608) 789-CITY
www.cityoflacrosse.org

LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID 24-1375 Caption AN ORDINANCE to create Section 32-44 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Crosse regarding
trespass to City Parking Facilities.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation

Police Department

Requestor of Legislation

Chief of Police Shawn Kudron

Location, if applicable

City of La Crosse Parking Facilities

Summary/Purpose

This new section of the Trespass to Property ordinance will specifically cover trespassing in City Parking Facilities, including but not limited
to parking lots and ramps, for individuals that are in the parking ramp and are not performing the actions of parking a motor vehicle or
bicycle or actions connected to the parking of a motor vehicle or bicycle such as walking to or from a motor vehicle or bicycle.

Background

For several years the La Crosse Police Department has dealt with situations where people are in our City Parking Facilities, most often
parking ramps, and are not performing the actions of parking a vehicle or bicycle. These activities include but are not limited to drug use,
vandalism, underage drinking, homeless occupying parking space but not setting up camping materials, public urination, throwing items
from the top levels of the parking ramps, skateboarding, fireworks, noise and vehicle burnouts, and theft from vehicles.

The Police Department has received complaints over the years from people using the parking ramps lawfully, this includes visitors to our
downtown area, business owners, and employees of downtown businesses. The police department can not always obtain enough
information to properly enforce the noted violations. The creation of this Ordinance provides an additional tool to create a safer
environment within the City Parking Facilities and for the users of these facilities.

Fiscal Impact

No fiscal impact to Operating budget

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends approval
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