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LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID Caption ] _ .
23-1202 AN ORDINANCE to create Chapter 40, Article VII regarding property owner notification and

administrative fees in connection with vacations of public way.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation

City Clerk

Requestor of Legislation

CM Sleznikow

Location, if applicable

Summary/Purpose

To send written notice of proposed public way vacations to owners of property within 200 feet of the proposed land to be vacated, in
addition to the required notice already served on adjacent property owners and published in the local newspaper.

Background

Wis. Stats. 66.1003(4)(b) requires a Class Ill Notice be published and notice of the hearing be served on the owners of all of the frontage of the lots and
lands abutting upon the public way or unpaved alley sought to be discontinued in a manner provided for the service of summons in circuit court at least 30
days before the hearing (and notice to DOT or Commissioner of Railroads if within a certain distance of highway or railway crossing). There is no statutory
requirement to notify property owners in the immediate area.

While the City of La Crosse is not required by state law to notify nearby property owners of proposed vacations of public way, it is important to the City that
it does what it can to inform property owners near such requested vacations. Knowing a vacation has been requested near them, property owners are
better able to share any concerns they have with the appropriate city staff and committees having the vacation of public way on their meeting agendas.

Fiscal Impact

Any cost will be recouped through the administrative fee paid by requesting property owner(s).

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommendation is neutral.
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