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Center helpmg business downtown
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Place for ﬁeople

THIS MORNING'S street da
celebration at the ground-breaking
for the long-awaited Harborview re.
development project was a portent of
what might be
he economic merits of the con

ntion center/auditorium complex,
hotel and new G. Heileman Brewing
Co. offices have long been discussed.
As the completion of this important
project winds into its construction
phase, it is essential to regard Harb-
orview as a place for people. A place
to congregate and a place to hold and
sponsor community activities

Voters of La Crosse, who had the
foresight to invest up to $9.75 million
in their downtown, deserve a center
which will link the existing down-
town commercial district with the
beautiful Riverside Park area. Amid
the new buildings, parking lots and
parking garage, the pedestrian can't
be forgotten

And today's musical celebration
was a fitting way to invite the com
munity to witness the beginning of

construction for La Crosse Center.
heir center.

Much of the attractiveness of
Harborview has been in its potential
1o $pur upgrading of the surrounding

That has already started to hap-
7 s downtown build-
ings have been restored, efurbished
and put back t

for the La Crosse are
change.

Enter La Crosse Center, as a draw
ing card for convention and visito
business, and entertainment and
community events.

But the buildings
going to make the difference for
downtown. There have been too
many examples in other cities of am
bitious redevelopment projects fail
ing to have their intended effect. Eau
Claire is often cited as an example

Although downtown Eau Claire is
having some modest successes at re-
development of a few buildings, its
auditorium and hotel complex failed
to stem the loss of taxable downtown
property — a decline of about 33 per
cent of downtown’s valuation over a
five-year period.

e key to preventing that kind of
loss in La Crosse is keeping people
downtown, and keeping the new con
vention center and auditorium open
to local sports, music and other
events, as well as the planned con
vention and visitor activity

That's where sensible programing
and activity planning comes in

WE APDI AT tadav'e orannd

Working together,
getting things
done.

Lo Crosse Center
Harborview Plaza
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CONCOURSE LEVEL - AREA B
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I CONCOURSE LEVEL - OUTER LOBBY
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| CONCOURSE LEVEL - BREAK ROOM
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I BALLROOM LEVEL - AREA A
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| BALLROOM LEVEL - AREA A
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| oFFICE LEVEL - OFFICES
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I OFFICE LEVEL - CONFERENCE

i T
WA -
T R

A

-
MW////////////////MMW TR

M =
A
A VI

CONFERENCE_

S
RD D M /// ////II//////////W SR,
W
" N BG 1 , - — ’///f/f/f////l///’/T/f//////’/”f/f/f//ﬁ:/l ; n
r i A

J//ﬂﬂﬂmeW%{/ﬁ
T R

T1 = C5
QTY 5

C3
QTY 5

|SG Architecture + Engineering + Environmental + Planning



I OFFICE LEVEL - OPEN OFFICE & STORATE
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| BANQUET ROOM - FURNITURE
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