
Idling



Based on extrapolations 
from existing data, La 
Crosse vehicles may 
contribute over 9 tons
of carbon dioxide per 
day and over 3,400 
tons per year on idling 
alone.



Source: City of Oshkosh 2017 Vehicle Idling Ordinance Proposal

The average car idles for 16 minutes per day

4.2 minutes for warming the vehicle
3.7 minutes waiting to pick someone up
8.1 minutes in traffic

This is unavoidable 

This is something we 
can fix 

According to the Census, La Crosse has 21,186 households and an average of two 
vehicles per household.

So, there are around 42,372 vehicles in La Crosse.



Source: City of Oshkosh 2017 Vehicle Idling Ordinance Proposal

If each car idles for the avoidable amount of 8.1 minutes per day, 
that results in

351,313.2 minutes of idling each day

That is over 8 months of idling in a single day.

Using a conservative estimate that each car is a compact sedan that uses .16 
gallons of gas per hour of idling, La Crosse residents are wasting

936.8 gallons of gas each day, and 341,944.7 gallons every year

At $3 per gallon, that is $28,104 per day and $1,025,834 per year



Source: City of Oshkosh 2017 Vehicle Idling Ordinance Proposal

For each gallon of gas burned, 20 pounds of carbon 
dioxide is emitted.

18,736 pounds each day

6,838,640 pounds every year…
3419.32 tons



Everyday in La Crosse...

8 
months 
of time 
spent 
idling

$28,104 
wasted

18,736 
pounds 

of 
carbon 
dioxide



Solutions and 
Goals



Municipal vehicle idling 
limits

● Training for employees during 
orientation

● Yearly reminders via meeting 
or email

● Exemptions when necessary
○ Listed fully in the memo



Education of community

● Partner with schools, 
universities, and major 
employers

● Utilize resources from other 
municipalities and the EPA



A handout Fitchburg distributes to drivers at events, and a sign they have posted on 
properties where idling is common 



Schools
● School bus idling

○ School policy (Milwaukee 
has specifics in their contract 
with the bus service)

○ Ordinance-mandated policy 
(Indiana requires each school 
to have a plan, or banning 
idling of buses in school 
zones altogether)



Schools (cont.)
● Personal vehicle pick-ups and 

drop-offs
○ Encourage alternate modes 

of transportation
○ Send letter to guardians 

informing them of the 
dangers of idling (example 
from Oshkosh)

○ Ordinance-mandated idling 
restrictions in school zone 



EPA 
resources
● School bus idle 

reduction
● Idle-Free Schools 

Toolkit

https://www.epa.gov/dera/school-bus-idle-reduction
https://www.epa.gov/schools/idle-free-schools-toolkit-healthy-school-environment


Community-wide 
ordinance

● With the success of 
education campaign could 
come a formal ordinance

● It could only apply to certain 
areas, certain types of 
vehicles, and have other 
exemptions where necessary 



Madison’s idling ordinance 



Goals
● Reduce municipal 

vehicle idling by 
50% by 2025

● Partner with 10 
major employers 
on idling 
reduction 
programs by 
2030


