CITY OF LA CROSSE

400 La Crosse Street
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601
(608) 789-CITY
www.cityoflacrosse.org

LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID 24-0550 Captlon AN ORDINANCE to amend secs. 10-47, 10-49, and 10-76 of the Municipal Code of the City of La Crosse
regarding beer gardens.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation

Nikki Elsen, City Clerk

Requestor of Legislation

Council President Kahlow

Location, if applicable

Summary/Purpose

To:

*Add La Crosse Center to exemptions.

*Establish minimum height of beer gardens at 3-1/2 feet regardless of class.
*Add wall and barrier options to beer garden fencing regulations.

*Update references building code.

Background

Facilities/establishments on city-owned land have generally been exempt; this amendment adds La Crosse Center to that list.

Per current ordinance, the height of Class B and D beer gardens (restaurant) must be 3-1/2 feet. The height of Class A (taverns/non-
restaurant) and C (recreational) is between 6-8 feet. The amendment establishes a minimum height of 3-1/2 feet for all classes of beer
gardens and provides flexibility for non-restaurant beer garden licensees to have shorter fences.

Current ordinance requires fencing to surround the beer garden area. This amendment allows walls and barriers to surround a beer garden
in addition to fencing, which could include rock/stone, plantings/shubbery, etc. as long as it is well-maintained and in compliance with the
fence code in Sec. 115-398.

Fiscal Impact

None

Staff Recommendation

Recommend approval.
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