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LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID Caption

26-0700

Resolution declaring official intent to reimburse expenditures from proceeds of borrowing under the
Clean Water Fund Loan Program for the Wastewater Utility upgrade of UV Disinfection.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation
Engineering & Public Works

Requestor of Legislation
Utilities - Wastewater Utility

Location, if applicable
UV Building at Wastewater Treatment Plant

Summary/Purpose

To pass a Resolution authorizing the request of reimbursement of funds from bonds issued by the Clean Water Fund Loan Program, for the
upgrade of UV Disinfection at the WWTP.

The City of La Crosse has passed resolutions previously for application and potential reimbursement Clean Water Loan funds. Borrowing
through the State of Wisconsin Environmental Improvement Fund helps local utilities comply with federal and state regulations, ensuring

safe drinking water for residents by helping make projects affordable with low-interest rates on long-term loans. Some projects may be
eligible for principal forgiveness, which further reduces impact to the community.

Background

The Wastewater Treatment Plant uses a UV disinfection system to provide seasonal disinfection of effluent wastewater. The UV unit process
was originally placed into service in 1990; the system was replaced in 2004. This equipment is approaching the end of its service life and
must be replaced. To ensure the new UV disinfection system provides adequate capacity and operability, a review of design constraints and
performance requirements is necessary to meet the new E-Coli limits, adding capacity and reliability. This project wasn’t part of the major

WWTP upgrade as there was still useful life at the time of bidding upgrade in 2021 this project is scheduled for falloff 2027-spring 2028, for
the 2028 disinfection season.

Fiscal Impact

Estimate of borrowing $7 Million, with possibility of qualifying for principal forgiveness (or a grant) of up to $2.1 Million.

Staff Recommendation

Approval
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