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LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID Caption

25-0182 Resolution authorizing the sale of Motorola dual-band radios to La Crosse Fire Department mutual aid

partners.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation
Jeff Schott, Fire

Requestor of Legislation
eff Schott, Fire Chief

Location, if applicable

Summary/Purpose

Sell up to 40 portable dual band Motorola radios to mutual aid partners in La Crosse County. The sale will offset capital borrowing and
increase the ability to communicate with other fire departments at mutual aid incidents.

Background

The LCFD received new portable radios in the summer of 2024 based on manufacturer certification changes lack of maintenance support.
The radios are dual band, which allows surrounding fire departments that operate on VHF frequencies to communicate seamlessly with the
LCFD, which operates on a trunked 800MHz system (UHF)

The radios are an as is sale, and require the purchasing agency to sign an agreement understanding the radios are no longer supported by
the manufacturer or the La Crosse Fire Department.

The legal department did extensive work to construct the purchase agreement language to secure liability protections.

The sale of these radios offers improved opportunities for communication between mutual aid response partners and increases safety for
all responders.

Fiscal Impact

Each radio will be sold for $1500. Revenue generated by the sales, will support the future purchase of replacement batteries, maintenance,
and mobile radio replacement needed for apparatus in 2025.

Staff Recommendation
Adopt
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