
THEN + NOW
Housing Access, Insecurity, and

Discrimination in La Crosse



WELCOME



THE STATE OF
HOUSING TODAY

01.



IDENTIFYING THE BLIND SPOTS





City of La Crosse 1999 Census 2020 Census

Number of owner-occupied units 9,198 10,610

Median home value $85,100 $183,300

% spending 30% or more on
housing

18% 13.6%

Number of renter-occupied units 10,380 11,661

Median monthly rent $449 $941

% spending 30% or more on rent 36.2% 44.1%*

Minimum wage $5.15/hour $7.25/hour

Median salary (county) $39,483 $46,438

*24.7% spend more than 50% of income on rent



LET’S DO SOME MATH

Average home price = $183,300 
20% down payment = $36,660

$7 avocado toast + $5 latte + $1 tip = $13/day
X30 days  = $390/month

It would take you 7 years and 10 months to save up for a down payment. 

This assumes you buy this DAILY...and that the price of avocado toast
doesn’t go up...oh, and by the time you save this the value of the house has
gone up again so you now need $46,500.
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2018-2022 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice

https://www.cityoflacrosse.org/home/showdocument?id=298
https://www.cityoflacrosse.org/home/showdocument?id=298




LA CROSSE
HISTORY TOUR

02.



LA CROSSE HISTORY TOUR

Sundown Town
Responses to homelessness
Creation of La Crosse Housing Authority
Racially restrictive covenants
Community response to new development
Zoning reform



HOW DO WE KNOW LA CROSSE WAS A SUNDOWN TOWN?

In 1980, the U.S. Census reportedly
listed La Crosse as the 5th whitest
metropolitan area in the nation*

*despite HMoob immigration beginning in 

  late 1970s; Census data skewed

Note: anti-Black racist language on next slide



FREEZE-OUT STRATEGIES

Segregation signs
Local KKK presence
Service refused at stores
Racist language (local newspapers, landmark names, etc.)
Racially restrictive covenants

Headlines from the La Crosse Tribune, 1920s-1940s.



LA CROSSE HOUSING AUTHORITY

La Crosse Tribune, 9 January 1946.



Hessel, Susan T. We Need a Roof
Over Our Heads: The Story of the
La Crosse Housing Authority.

La Crosse Tribune,
13 January 1938



Covenant for the Cliffview
Addition, 20 June 1941. Laredo
Land Records Document
Search Engine, Fidlar
Technologies, accessed 4
March 2024. 

RACIALLY
RESTRICTIVE
COVENANTS



Left: Cliffview Addition, 1948, Engineering
Department Plats, La Crosse Series 005, La Crosse
Public Library Archives, La Crosse, WI.

Right: Google Maps.



NEIGHBORHOOD RESPONSE 

La Crosse Tribune, 26 May 1978.La Crosse Tribune, 4 September 1977



2160 Green Bay St. was the
site of that backyard meeting.

This was the site of the proposed
housing development.

La Crosse Tribune,
6 April 1978.



HOW THE 1980S & 1990S BRING US TO TODAY:
ZONING REFORM TO HOUSING CRISIS

La Crosse Tribune, 1987-1988; La Crosse - Ordinances - Zoning Clipping File, LPL Archives.



CONTACT

Natalie (Habitat)  -  Natalie@habitatlacrosse.org

Anna (Habitat)  -  Anna@habitatlacrosse.org

Dalia (Couleecap)  -  Migdalia.Servi@couleecap.org

Jenny (LPL)  -  jderocher@lacrosselibrary.org



THANK YOU


