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Craig, Sondra

From: Jessica Markofski <jessica.markofski@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 6, 2026 12:05 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Good afternoon,  
 
I heard that there is a possibility that the invocation before council meetings would be removed. I'm writing in to 
voice my concern as I personally believe it is of great value to the community to pray and ask God for guidance 
at every opportunity and I believe many people would be affected if this is removed. My pastor, Matt Schroeder 
(Horizon Christian Fellowship) has given the invocation before and has been very grateful for the opportunity. 
Since we are still considered a Christian nation and most of the area claims to be Christian, it makes total sense 
to me to have a Christian practice in place for the direction of the city's inner workings.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration, 
Jessica Markofski  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from jessica.markofski@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: John Flanagan <1226roberta@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:18 PM
To: ZZ Council Members

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Please continue the practice of invocation before meetings 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from 1226roberta@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Mike Keifer <mkeiferii@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:15 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: invocation/prayer in council meetings

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from mkeiferii@gmail.com. Learn why 
this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Hello, 
     I am contacting you to provide my input on prayer and other invocations in council meetings. It is 
my thought that all conversations can be had without a need for religious context. Removing such 
invocations will encourage members to voice their opinion without religious pretext and being subject 
to religious scrutiny. I am in full support of the removal of invocations/prayer during council meetings 
and gatherings. 
 
Thanks 
Mike 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Pastor Hatlevig <phconnectchurch@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 11:47 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Keep the Invocation Prayer, please!

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear Council members,  
 
We have learned more about the effort to remove prayer from the opening of 
your meetings.  We stand firm that it is in everyone's best interest to continue with this standard  
since LaCrosse is a wonderful place and with  God's help we will continue to experience 
blessing and success in our endeavors. God is the Living God and all power is ultimately 
in His hands, so it would be wise to affirm His authority and ask His involvement in the days 
ahead.  
 
Thank you for your serious consideration of this decision. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Prs. Jerry & Nancy Hatlevig 
Connect Church (Cathedral of Praise LaCrosse Inc.) 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from phconnectchurch@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Leann Wrobel <leannwrobel52@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 11:47 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Prayer before council meetings

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Prayer for guidance in the governance of our city, county, state, and nation is critical in order to get direction for 
fairness for the people and wisdom for fiscal planning as well as to expose the truth among so many opinions 
that are heard and presented at the meetings. As you seek to do your very best in a challenging role, let God 
come in and guide you by opening in prayer.  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from leannwrobel52@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Quin Bohan <qibrog@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 11:22 AM
To: ZZ Council Members

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Please allow prayer at the start of your sessions! Thank you!  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from qibrog@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Scott Elvin <elvins44@outlook.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 11:33 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation 

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from elvins44@outlook.com. Learn why 
this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
I am in favor of offering a prayer for guidance before any meeting. Please consider continuing to offer 
an invocation at committee meetings. It is never a good time to turn our backs on God. Scott Elvin 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Scott Tree Man <scotttrreeman@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 11:30 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
I do not want prayer removed from the council chambers.  
 
Thank you. 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from scotttrreeman@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Tom Bice <tcbice@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 11:21 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Please keep the Prayer

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
There are always some who will be inconvenienced in some way, but this is a right that is not offensive; those 
annoyed can be patient, as it is very short. 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from tcbice@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Tim Walls <twalls4525@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 11:20 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from twalls4525@gmail.com. Learn why 
this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Please vote no regarding discontinuation of the invocation opening the meetings. These are important. 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Soren Adams <sorenrodneyadams@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 10:55 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Removing prayer before meetings

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Hello La Crosse city council! My name is Søren Adams, and I have lived in La Crosse my whole life. I am in favor 
of keeping invocation/prayer at the start of meetings, in order to honor God and set our hearts on Him before our 
meetings. Thank you!  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from sorenrodneyadams@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Alexander Fisher <alexpfisher2006@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 10:46 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation Removal Concern

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Good Morning, 
 
I am a student and resident of Lacrosse and I would like to express that I appreciate the invocation before 
meetings. I think that it is an acknowledgment of the higher power above us and the government can often forget 
that God is above it.  
 
I would really like it if the city council kept the invocation as a reminder to the leaders of our city that they do not 
have ultimate authority and they will answer to God for their actions.  
 
I also have a hard time believing that the city will become a better place (which is the point of a city council) if we 
were to remove the invocation.  
 
Thank you for reading my concerns. 
 
Alexander Fisher  
alexpfisher2006@gmail.com 
(C) (608)-780-8998  
Lacrosse WI, Student. 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from alexpfisher2006@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Samuel Schneider <samuel.soblessed@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 10:39 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Re: In favor of Keeping invocation!

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear council members,  
 
I am in favor of keeping the invocation of various churches before council meetings! 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from samuel.soblessed@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Cody Sweeney <ctsv.sweeney@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 10:20 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Prayer vote

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear honored members of the City Council,  
 
As a born-and-raised citizen of the City of La Crosse, I ask that as your constituent you keep my principles in 
mind and vote to keep the invocation for City Council meetings tonight. 
 
Thank you for your attention in this matter, 
 
Cody Sweeney 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from ctsv.sweeney@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Natalie Heneghan <natalie.heneghan@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 9:59 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Support removing prayer during council meetings

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Hi council members,  
 
I support removing the invocation from government meetings. I am so happy Councilmember Mindel has 
brought this resolution forward. When I attended my first Common Council meeting as a new La Crosse 
resident several years ago, I was shocked by the invocation. I felt isolated and looked around wondering if 
anyone else thought the same.  
 
There is a lot of creativity, passion, and brilliance in our community, and we can come together to create a more 
inclusive and thoughtful message to kick off public meetings. We can do this without invoking God or aligning 
ourselves with a single faith tradition.  
 
Let's protect religious freedom and honor the diversity of experiences and identities of all La Crosse citizens, not 
just the ones who believe their Christian heritage is the only one worth protecting. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Natalie Heneghan 
La Crosse - District 7 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from natalie.heneghan@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Elaine Yager <elaine@threesixty.bz>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 9:48 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation at Council Meetings

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Good Morning, 
I thought about this for a while. My apologies for this late email. The more I thought about it, in this time when 
we continue to have great divides across the country. I can’t help but think seeking grace and kindness at 
the beginning of your meetings is a bad thing. You have allowed diversity in who delivers this message, 
again to me, bringing more unity than it does division. I hope your decision will be made with the intention of 
bringing more grace and kindness to our community as a whole. Regardless of who you are or how you 
worship. (*This is a personal opinion from a constituent. ) 
Just a few thoughts.  
Best Regards, Elaine 
 
Elaine Yager 
Commercial Property Manager 
 
1243 Badger St. La Crosse, WI  54601 
Office: (608) 782-6345 | M: (608) 799-1637 
elaine@threesixty.bz 
 

                                                     

 

 
 

www.threesixty.bz            

 

The content of this email is confidential and intended for the recipient specified in the message only. It 
is strictly forbidden to share any part of this message with any third party, without the written consent 
of the sender. If you received this message by mistake, please reply to this message and follow with 
its deletion, so that we can ensure such a mistake does not occur in the future. 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Callie <callieprzywojski@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 9:48 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation removal

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Good morning,  
I am a resident of La Crosse and support the removal of the invocation. 
Callie Przywojski 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from callieprzywojski@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Thomas Reichenbacher <treichenbacher1970@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 9:45 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Resolution 25-1370

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Good Morning City of La Crosse City Council,  
 
I hope you are enjoying your morning. 
I live at 1508 Adams Street. 
I write today because of Resolution 25-1370. 
To end the invocation, the prayer, before the City Council meetings is a massive mistake.  Our leaders need the 
wisdom and strength of the Holy Spirit to make just and ethical decisions.  Prayer grounds and centers the 
human person; prayer invokes a power greater than the human world gives, and prayer is a mediation necessary 
to settle us - putting us in a proper frame of mind. 
I respectfully request that you do NOT pass Resolution 25-1370. 
Thank you. 
 
Jesus is Our Hope! 
Thomas Reichenbacher  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from treichenbacher1970@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Kayleigh Day <kayleighjday@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 9:39 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Support for the removal of the invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 

Dear City Council members, 

 

I am writing to show my support for the removal of the invocation at the beginning of city council meetings.  

 

I deeply believe in the separation of church and state and that our governments should not be favoring one 
religion over another. If the council wants to do some sort of invocation, please do one that is secular and 
respects all values and beliefs in the city, not just one. 

 

By choosing to use one religion before a meeting for a city that is made up of many different religions, traditions 
and cultural backgrounds, we are prioritizing the beliefs of some community members over others and I want all 
people to feel welcome in our city and like their local government represents them. 

 

I love this community and the love we have for our neighbors. Let's show love for all of our different neighbors 
and not just those that follow one specific religion. 

 

Respectfully, 

Kayleigh Day 

2241 14th St S, La Crosse  

 
 
 
Kayleigh Day 
kayleighjday@gmail.com/(608)317-9989 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from kayleighjday@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: schmitzgp <schmitzgp@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 9:18 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: The Uncomfort of the Un-churched

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Issue: 
 
Un-churched people feel uncomfortable when they are present prior to the business of a La Crosse City Council 
meeting. 
 
Solution:  
 
People who are uncomfortable hearing prayer should be encouraged to stay in the lobby until after the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the opening Prayer! 
 
Post Signs at the Council Chambers entrance warning a person will experience those who believe in a higher 
power more than themselves may express that humility if entering the Chambers too early. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Glen P Schmitz  
Onalaska, WI  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from schmitzgp@aol.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Barbara Stetzer <shayteamdotnet@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 8:53 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation at Council Meetings

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from shayteamdotnet@yahoo.com. 
Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
PLEASE continue invocations at Council Meetings. 
     There should always be a few minutes available for the council yo turn their thoughts to peace and 
goodness before diving into debate. 
     I am surprised that the council has found this topic deserving of its consideration. 
May your lives be blessed with goodness beyond prestige and material things. 
/Barbara Stetzer 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Mario <mariohristov@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 8:49 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: proposal to remove invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Greetings dear council members,  
my name is Mario Hristov. I am on the Pastoral team at Adoration Church in La Crosse. I have had the 
privilege to serve food and minister to the homeless in La Crosse, alongside with "New Beginnings Christian 
Fellowship", First Free Church and others. In Addition, I was invited to be part of the Neighbor to Neighbor as 
well. I am emailing you very concerned that there is a consideration to remove prayer before the council 
meetings. I want to voice mine and the concerns and disapproval of our church that such a proposal may be 
voted in favor of removing prayer from the council meetings. Prayer is a long standing tradition in our town, as 
well as a practice in the 250 history of our Nation. I heard the concerns of those opposed to prayer and I felt that 
there was a growing incorrect idea that somehow prayer in the public sphere is an establishment of a religion. 
As you yourselves know, dear council members, that is not the case. Clergy of faiths have always been invited to 
lead prayer before the meetings, thus making the arguments of establishing a religion a mute point! I do 
understand that a very few, and yes it is a very few, may feel uncomfortable with prayer. However no one is 
forced or compelled to pray during this time. It seems to me that the council members are willing to 
accomodate an extremely small minority of a few and neglect the desires and beliefs of a huge majority 
by  removing prayer! We all, as adults, are often offended by something or someone wouldn't you agree? If we 
try to accommodate every offence, every feeling of discomfort, where will that lead us? Wouldn't you dear 
council members offend or hurt the feelings of many more people by removing prayer before the meetings? 
I would like to encourage you and to humbly ask that the council member rethink this decision and vote for 
prayer to remain as the proper and much needed practice before meetings. We desperately need God's wisdom 
and help! In prayer we ask the Lord to bless our city ... don't you desire God's abundant blessings upon the city 
of La Crosse? 
I would also end with this. The local churches have been invited and asked to join with our resources, people 
and with our precious time to help with the homeless crisis. How are we going to be able to help when it seems 
like our God is no longer welcome in our city? I would like to ask, would you still feel comfortable to ask the local 
churches to help if you kick God out of town hall? I am not trying to be rude or hurtful but this question must be 
asked! Jesus says in John 15:5 "...apart from Me you can do NOTHING" so I am asking you dear council 
members how are you expecting us to help with the homeless crisis when it seems to me God is no longer 
welcome? Again ... without God we cannot do anything! You ask us to link hands with you to address 
the homeless crisis  and yet it seems to us that you want to unlink our hands from prayer!?! 
I hope and pray that you vote to keep prayer before council meetings and thus communicate to our Lord and 
God that He is still welcome! 
Blessings - Pastor Mario Hristov 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from mariohristov@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Ariana Weaver <arianaweaver17@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 2:03 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Prayer before City Council meetings

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear members of the City Council,  
 
My name is Ariana Weaver and l am resident of La Crosse and a recent graduate from Western Technical 
College. I implore you to vote to keep praying before city council meetings. The nations pledge of allegiance 
states that we are one nation under God, and to no longer pray before meetings would be to say that we do not 
care what God says or that he has more power than us. Romans 1:18-32 clearly lays out what happens when we 
choose to deny God, which l can see happening in our nation, La crosse does not have to follow this path. We 
always have the option to turn back to God and humble ourselves before Him, please choose to continue doing 
in a small way by praying before council meetings. 
 
Thank you for assisting in leading our City, 
Ariana Weaver  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from arianaweaver17@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Tisha King Heiden <tishaking@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 2:01 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: invocation/prayer

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
I am in favor of removing the invocation at the beginning of council meetings.   
 
Thank you for your time, 
Tisha  
La Crosse, WI 65603 
 
--  
Tisha King Heiden 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from tishaking@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Gary Harter <gharter@harters.net>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 1:51 PM
To: ZZ Council Members

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
I support keeping the invocation before Council Meetings 
I am against bike lanes in down town La Crosse it will really hurt all  business and force some to close 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Levi Miller <levimiller328@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 1:27 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation at start of meetings

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from levimiller328@gmail.com. Learn 
why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Hello, 
 
This is Levi Miller, a citizen of La Crosse. Upon hearing that Invocation was going to be taken out from 
meeting I was saddened. I hope this email helps in the vote to not take invocation out of meetings. I 
am in favor of keeping invocation at the start of meetings. 
 
Thank you, 
Levi Miller 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Rae Ann Elvin <raelusz@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 1:25 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Vote on Prayer before meetings 

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from raelusz@hotmail.com. Learn why 
this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Hello, 
 
I’m emailing you with a concern I have about you wanting to get rid of praying before the city council 
meetings.  I believe that we as a nation, have the right and privilege to ask God’s guidance on all we do 
as a city, state and nation.  I’m wondering why you would even think of doing away with praying.  This 
is deeply disturbing to me and I’m asking that you please keep praying before each and every meeting 
the city has. 
 
Thanks so much! 
Respectfully, 
Rae Ellen 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Laura Graybar <lkgraybar@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 1:23 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Keep invocation at counsil meeting 

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from lkgraybar@gmail.com. Learn why 
this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
La Crosse is the county seat and the invocation is for the county courthouse, the inmates in jail, and 
the commerce. Please, let them continue. 
 
It is easy for some to write it off or to let it become a part of a background noise, but for many the 
impact and meaning is deep. Please keep the invocation. 
 
Laura Graybar 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Dayne Stevens <dsantrat@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 1:16 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Innvocation

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from dsantrat@gmail.com. Learn why 
this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Can we stick with the separation of church and state please? I know this was optional anyway, the 
invocation but the separation of church and state part isn’t. I’m not against religion but it just doesn’t 
have a place even in our local politics beyond giving people the freedom to practice as they with while 
not harming others. 
Having it be framed as a way to guide politics as I’ve seen the email sent by another in the community 
has done, is damaging and frankly insulting to the intelligence of the population. 
We need factual information to drive our decisions even on a local level. In these trying times 
especially. 
 
Regards, 
Dayne Stevens 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Victoria Helming <victoriahelming@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 1:11 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Prayer Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Hi,   
 
I am emailing in favor of letting prayer remain at city hall/board meetings. 
 
Thank you  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from victoriahelming@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Marvin Van Every <marvvanevery@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 1:08 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Please vote to keep an invocation part of the council meetings. Thank you! 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Monica Gorski <mhofmann5@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 1:03 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Please remove invocation

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from mhofmann5@gmail.com. Learn 
why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Hello! 
 
I am a resident, mother, healthcare practitioner, and small business owner in La Crosse writing in 
support of removing the invocation at the beginning of our city’s council meetings. This is a clear 
violation of church vs state as defined in the Bill of Rights. I sincerely support all faiths, religions, and 
spiritual paths. We should celebrate and promote religious freedom in our city government by letting 
people practice freely as they choose, not having it written in our municipal code to do so 
inappropriately at our government meetings. That is the opposite of freedom! I look forward to the 
council removing this to focus on your important work and hope you all have a lovely day. 
 
Thank you! 
Monica Gorski 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Heidi Worminghaus <hworminghaus@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:56 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Please keep Invocation b4 monthly meetings

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Greetings Council Members,  
 
I urge you to keep the invocation b4 monthly meetings. 
 
Buddha was not a Buddhist.  Jesus was not a Christian.  They were teachers who taught love, wisdom, and 
harmony with all of life..  Love was their true religion: beyond labels, borders or beliefs.  In the end, the 
greatest gift of faith is not a book or a temple, but in how deeply we choose to love while we are 
here.  Freedom of religion in is guaranteed in our Constitution, it’s what people fought and died for to create 
this country.  Is our country perfect, nope.  Did our government break every treaty ever signed with the 
Native Peoples here, yup.  But to not acknowledge or give space for the Creator before making decisions 
seems wrong on so many levels.   
 
The other very concerning aspect is most people believe in a faith or Higher Power.  Do most people even 
know you are about to do this????  Most ppl don’t know and I think would truly find this very upsetting.  Most 
people do not watch the news or get the LaX Tribune, so again, please be very aware that you are 
representing ALL the ppl of La Crosse.  Given that fact alone I think you must acknowledge most people 
want to keep this invocation and I think it would be best to vote accordingly. 
 
All the best in the New Year,  
Heidi Worminghaus 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from hworminghaus@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Kennaniah Rouse <kennaniahrouse@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:53 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Keep the Invocation 

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from kennaniahrouse@gmail.com. 
Learn why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Good Morning, 
 
I’m a LaCrosse county resident and I believe the institution of prayer is important for our nation. This 
nation was founded on Christian principles, no matter your background Americas founding fathers 
kept God at the forefront of their endeavors, I think honoring that keeps our nation on the right track. 
This may seem small in the grand scheme of things but many small changes add up to a big falling 
away down the road. I don’t think we should abandon our history just because some people may be 
uncomfortable. You can not agree with something but still respect it, I ask that we respect our nations 
history that God reigns Supreme and we need his presence in our nation now more than ever. Jesus is 
coming back and I want LaCrosse to have remained faithful. 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Patricia Carlson <pattylcarlson8@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:51 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation 

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from pattylcarlson8@icloud.com. Learn 
why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
I am in favor of keeping invocation at council meetings and other times and places associated with La 
Crosse County !! 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: pmpallardy@yahoo.com
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:46 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation please keep it!

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from pmpallardy@yahoo.com. Learn 
why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Please keep the invocation, it is good. 
And part of our country heritage. 
Sincerely 
Pat Pallardy 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Aften Myhre <aftenmyhre@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:45 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Keep Prayer!!

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from aftenmyhre@gmail.com. Learn 
why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
I want to keep prayer before the start of meetings!! Jesus paid it all all to Him we owe! 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Carter Wiedenhoeft <c.thomasvideo@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:45 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Removal of Prayer Invocation for City Council Meetings

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Hello, I have been a resident of La Crosse for almost a decade and I fully support the removal of a prayer 
invocation for any and all city council activities. Religion has no place in government. People can pray however 
they want to in their own home or place of worship, or even meet in public places to practice their faith. Religion 
should not be endorsed in any way shape or form in any official capacity by this city council or any government 
organization. State and Church should be completely separate. I and many other community members feel very 
strongly about this.  
The prayer invocation should be removed completely.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Carter Wiedenhoeft 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from c.thomasvideo@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Margery <pearlbrightone@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:41 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Keep invocations for council meetings.

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Please keep the invocations at council meetings!  
As a lifelong resident of La Crosse, I am sending this e-mail to express strong support for keeping the current 
practice of having invocations at council meetings.  It reminds members that government is accountable to a 
higher authority.  It also shows respect for the values and traditions of the people they were elected to serve.  
 
Voting resident of the city, 
M. Graybar 
 

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Ty Cooper <tylacrosse1@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 12:29 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Prayer

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from tylacrosse1@gmail.com. Learn 
why this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
I would like to encourage you to keep the prayer time for meetings in place. Please do not remove this 
most important, voluntary aspect of the council meetings. 
 
We all need God’s help and direction for our city. Prayer reminds us of this reality. This impacts every 
aspect of life! 
 
Let us not make the mistake of taking steps which would diminish our own moral and spiritual well 
being. 
 
Thank you for serving this city. 
 
Pastor Ty 
Crossway Church 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Tamara Heram <heramtamara21@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 10:17 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Keep our invocation and prayer at the start of the city council meeting

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
What the city does influences with the county does. Our opinions as La Cross county residence matters too! 
 
Kevin & Tamara Heram   
La Crosse county residents. 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from heramtamara21@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Michelle Schneider <michelle.annabelle19@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 3:58 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: ATTN. 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
SAVE THE PRAYERS AT CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS!!! 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Anne Weibel <info@cefofwesternwisconsin.org>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 3:49 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Request for invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear Members of the Council, 
 
I am writing to request that you please keep the invocation as part of the proceedings before our council 
meetings. Many of your constituents believe that prayer is important and changes things. For those who don't 
believe it, it causes no harm. It has been a part of the proceedings for a long time. Not all change is progress. 
 
Thank you for your time and for considering this request. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Anne Weibel 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Bethany <bethany@bakalarssausage.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 3:40 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
 
Please vote to keep the invocation before meetings. You need to fix our broken city, not voting on these matters! 
It’s important for many of us VOTERS keep the invocation! 
Get Outlook for iOS 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Michelle <powerflower.doterra@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 3:28 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: The Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear La Crosse City Council,  
 
If you are going to remove our traditional invocation before meetings, you must give citizens reasonable time to 
respond and have a proper discussion. You did not give reasonable time.  
 
This is not a safety issue and any few people who are uncomfortable does not in any way become a reason to 
stop a tradition that is very important to most of us. 
 
These individuals can be uncomfortable without changing important things for the rest of society.  
 
You are acting as a government-parent-nanny for children. Adults must learn to tolerate some discomforts. And 
if someone is that uncomfortable perhaps it is an issue between them and a good therapist: not a responsibility 
placed on society.  
 
In fact you have made other decisions that harm psychologically vulnerable people in the name of 'protecting 
them or their feelings'. 
This is not sane. It is not in your purview to radically protect people's emotions.  
 
Thank you, 
Michelle Revel  
La Crosse District 12 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Larry Schneider <huskrz1@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 2:23 PM
To: ZZ Council Members

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Because the elected council members serve and should consider the consent of the governed, I am opposed to 
removing prayer at the start of the council meetings.  
 
The desire of the Lord, the longstanding tradition of prayer, and the desire of our forefathers to beseech the Lord 
in prayer,  should be at the forefront of consideration of this invocation by the council members. 
 
I love La Crosse and because of that I am opposed and believe that the majority of people would oppose the 
removal of prayer at the beginning of the most important assembly of our city. 
 
Regards, 
 
Lawrence F. Schneider II 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from huskrz1@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Adam Manka <historicmanka@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 2:19 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: In Support of Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear La Crosse City Council,  
 
I wish to advocate in favor of keeping invocation during city council meetings. This tradition has been continued 
for over a century, and has introduced a wide variety of diverse faiths together to support the city. During the 
Tuesday steering committee meeting I was very disheartened by the rationale behind removing the invocation. 
In the name of inclusivity, are we not being exclusive to Christianity which has brought the diverse faith together 
since the beginning of our founding? In excluding the invocation, we are also excluding the history and tradition 
ranging from George Washington to Martin Luther King Jr. 
 
I am an elected member of the La Crosse School Board, and like you, I took an oath of office to begin my term on 
the board. At the end of the oath of office, we end by saying so help me God. It is this humility that has helped 
others such as myself serve in our capacity as elected members of the community.  
 
Keep our community connected. Please keep the invocation. 
Respectfully, 
Adam Manka 
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Craig, Sondra

From: warren thomas <zachs1dad@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 5:12 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Upcoming Invocation vote

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 It has been brought to my attention that a vote to remove the invocation/ prayer service from the 
beginning of your monthly meetings. As a 30+ year retired firefighter for  the city, I kept the good lord 
close whenever the call  came. It’s a dangerous profession that I was lucky to come home to family 
after every shift.  You may think a prayer is insignificant and others might find it offensive for a myriad 
of reasons, but to vote to stop it entirely seems short sighted and biased to one group of people. As 
with any reasonable debate and negotiation a good compromise can be achieved with dialogue. 
There’s 12 months in a year. How about a compromise where a prayer is performed 6 months by 
various clergy of any religion  and 6 months of no  prayer for the residents that feel it is not needed. It 
seems that would appease a vast majority of the city residents and also show there can be 
compromise and empathy in a time where we see and hear of very little on any governmental level. 
Thank you for this consideration. 
Warren Thomas 
LCFD- retired 
1986- 2017 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Antelma Nicolai <antelmanicolai@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 5:05 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Please keep the Invocation. 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Thank you!, 
 
ANTELMA. 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Dianna Parkes <grace137.dp@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 5:02 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: I vote to keep our invocation at all the appreciate meetings

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  
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Craig, Sondra

From: Sharon Harter <sharonjharter@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:51 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Hi City Council Members, 
 
My name is Sharon Harter. I have been a City of La Crosse resident for over 43 years. An invocation is vital to the 
strength of our city as we call upon the greatest authority in the universe. It should bring comfort, strength and 
peace to our city. I am strongly in favor of keeping the invocation and ask that you would vote to retain it. Thank 
you for everything that you do.  
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Craig, Sondra

From: Linda Fox <lindafoxrealtor@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:50 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Keep the Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Linda Fox  
South La Crosse Resident 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Nancy Briski <nbriski@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:47 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Prayer invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
It has come to my attention that there has been discussion about no longer having the prayer 
invocation before meetings. This is very sad to me, as we as a Christian nation are founded on 
Christian values. It is in the best interest of those in LaCrosse to know that our leadership is staying 
true to what our country was built on. Secondly, it is honor and respect for God, who we should all rely 
on to guide us with our decisions and the well-being of our community. Third, it gives us wisdom, and 
can fill us with peace to hopefully draw people closer together rather than to divide us. There is so 
much division these days, we need the common morality to draw us together. Nations without God will 
soon come to ruin. We need God’s blessings on our community to draw us closer in unity and to have 
God at the start of our meetings for decision making and guidance. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Nancy Briski 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Ashley Peterson <apeterson917@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:40 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Support for Removal of Invocation Prayer

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear Members of the La Crosse City Council, 
 
I am writing to express my support for the removal of the invocation prayer from City Council meetings.  
 
City Council meetings are a place where all residents should feel equally welcome and represented, 
regardless of their personal religious beliefs—or lack thereof. Removing the invocation helps ensure 
that our local government remains inclusive, neutral, and respectful of the diverse community it serves.  
 
I believe this change aligns with the principle of separation of church and state and reinforces the idea 
that civic participation should never feel tied to a specific faith tradition. Creating a welcoming 
environment for everyone strengthens public trust and engagement in our local government. 
 
Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to the City of La Crosse. 
 
Sincerely,   
Ashley 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Israel McKinney <israelmckinney@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:36 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Re keeping invocation 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
I’d like to express my desire as a citizen to keep the invocation. 
 
Thank you 
Israel McKinney 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Asa Harter <asaharter@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:34 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Hi City Council Members,  
 
My name is Asa Harter. I am a lifelong city of lacrosse resident. I am in favor of keeping the invocation at city 
meetings. Our country was built on these principles and I hope you will take this email and my opinion into 
consideration. As well as all the other emails that you get. I hope that this decision is strongly based on what 
residents are saying. Thanks for all you guys do. I know that often we do not appreciate you guys enough. Have a 
great day. God Bless.  
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Craig, Sondra

From: Sarah Grosz <srgrosz7585@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:25 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation Vote 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
City Council Members, 
 
Regarding the vote tonight, please keep our invocation so as to continue to rotate our prayer for 
wisdom among our diverse range of community faith leaders. 
 
Please consider! 
 
- Sarah Grosz 
West Salem, WI 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Patty Nuttall <pattynuttall@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:21 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: INVOCATION

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Good afternoon. 
I often think of the phrase “there is no atheist  in a fox hole”.    This is so true whether we are in war 
situation, or plane trouble or fighting cancer, family problems or any other emergency or uncertainty. 
 
Why remove this invocation? 
What are we afraid of? 
 
I need to remind you we are not a democracy.  We are a Republic.  Democracy and Republic are 
different.  Please do not remove the invocation because it disturbs a few. 
 
There is something very wrong when a person finds prayer too disturbing.  Whats will the offended 
find offensive next time?   My height? My dark skin? My accent? My taste for clothing?  My believe in 
God?   Where does this over sensitivity stop? 
 
Be very careful to cater to the few.  Once you start, you will find it impossible to stop this nonsense. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
P.E. Nuttall 
Pattynuttall@hotmail.com 
 
 



12

Craig, Sondra

From: Jeffrey Fimreite <jeffatlorc@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 4:20 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Support for Continuing the Invocation at Common Council Meetings

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear Members of the La Crosse Common Council, 
 
I am writing to express my strong support for continuing the invocation prior to Common Council meetings and 
to respectfully oppose the resolution to discontinue this long-standing practice. 
 
The invocation has been part of Council meetings for many years and serves as a moment of reflection, 
humility, and grounding before engaging in the serious and often difficult work of governing. For many residents, 
it is not about endorsing a particular faith, but about acknowledging shared values, service, wisdom, 
compassion, and responsibility to the community. 
 
Importantly, participation in the invocation is entirely voluntary. No one is compelled to pray, and those who 
choose not to participate are free to remain silent or step aside. This voluntary nature respects individual beliefs 
while preserving a tradition that many find meaningful and unifying. 
 
The Common Council addressed this issue previously, including in 2009, and determined that the invocation 
could continue in a way that is constitutional and respectful. Legislative prayer has been upheld repeatedly at 
the federal level as long as it does not coerce participation or promote one faith over others. Ending the practice 
altogether is not required to honor the separation of church and state. 
I am concerned that eliminating the invocation risks excluding the voices and values of many residents who 
view this practice as an important expression of community and reflection. Inclusivity should mean making 
space for differences, not removing long-standing traditions simply because they may cause discomfort for 
some, especially when participation is optional. 
 
I urge you to consider the many residents who support keeping the invocation and to vote against the resolution 
to discontinue it. Preserving this practice respects tradition, honors personal freedom, and reflects the diverse 
beliefs of our community. 
 
Thank you for your service and for considering my perspective. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff  
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Craig, Sondra

From: shannon McKinney <mckinney.shannon@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, January 9, 2026 10:11 AM
To: Craig, Sondra
Subject: Re: Test Email

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear members of the La Crosse City Council:  
 
I respectfully present some things to consider about this resolution.  
 
MacKenzie,  
 
 
 
You said you appreciated the invocation (it sounds like) most of the time, but that you received comments from 
people who were uncomfortable with it. But, also, everyone agrees, the council included, that the invocation is 
legal and constitutionally appropriate. 
 
When this invocation was created it was designed to include prayers for guidance from many different faiths. It 
was meant to be inclusive and to involve the people in our community who minister to the needs of many 
people: the homeless, the sick, the needy, and the incarcerated. When you invite our faith leaders into city hall 
to pray for our leaders, you are participating in a time-honored tradition that is part of how the Unites States 
government historically holds its civic meetings and part of what makes America...America. 
 
Taking away the invocation is akin to taking away the Pledge of Allegiance, the "In God We Trust" on the coins, or 
taking away the national anthem. 
 
The American legislative culture involves invocations.  
 
Your idea to take away the invocation because someone is uncomfortable, at first glance, may seem right. But 
consider this, you wouldn't take away the American flag would you? because someone was uncomfortable? 
 
When all of you became American representives for La Crosse in the united States of America, you signed up as 
American beacons of light for the people you serve. That means that your position requires you to look at the 
bigger picture through the lens of your American mandate. You are a council member in one of the free-est and 
most prosperous nations on earth.  
 
Your constituents have certain expectations from you because you represent an American legislative body. You 
each treat each with proper decorum, show respect, you follow the Roberts' Rules of Order, you display 
symbols of our country, the US flag, you say the Pledge of Allegiance...and you include The Invocation. 
 
American legislative leadership doesn't have the option of keeping all if its other historical symbols, enjoying all 
if its prosperity and freedoms that are maintained through sacrifices made by American soldiers...yet think they 
can cherry-pick which traditions they want to remove because it seems uncomfortable to some. 
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As American legislators, it's important for you to be able to pinpoint which concerns should take priority 
because those decisions don't just affect you on a personal level, but they affect thousands of people. Just like 
maintaining decorum during council meetings is a non-negotiable, so should the invocation be non-negotiable.  
 
So, how does stripping away this invocation affect your community? 
 
Well, as the community members have been trying to explain, they feel like you are messing with one of those 
traditions that culturally makes America...America.  
 
There is a feeling of betrayal to our American values. That feeling is heightened because the invocation removal 
is being done by representives who have sworn an oath to protect our constitution. The very people sworn to 
protect and provide stability for her American citizenry through use of our historical and time-honored traditions 
seem to be abdicating their duty. 
 
And to add salt to the wound, you are replacing the invocation with new unAmerican foreign ideas. I am talking 
about the Ho-Chunk moment of silence which was introduced last year. This new addition only recognizes one 
religion or one race of people and actually excludes everyone except native Americans. The Invocation is 
inclusive. 
 
This moment of silence and its accompanying statement have no business being a part of our American 
legislative sessions because they suggest that American land is not really American land but that a foreign 
nation owns it.  
 
An invocation makes sense because it is part of our American tradition and leaders are being prayed for, but the 
moment of silence only makes sense if you are trying to destabilize Americans and make them feel like 
imposters on their own land. The city council is not the place to make statements that are political debate-
starters like the Ho-Chunk moment of silence. 
 
The argument can be made that the moment of silence is more divisive than the invocation because only one 
race and one faith of people is spoken about. It's spoken of constantly at every meeting as though everyone 
agrees that in the entire history of the world, the original inhabitants must always be the one who own the land. 
But that reasoning is flawed because societies change through evolution often known as "survival of the fittest". 
Nation replacement happens because the previous nation was not less important but because it was less fit. 
Political boundaries are what they are for that reason. There is nothing wrong with remembering Ho Chunk 
history, just not at the city council meeting. 
 
Finally, the city council has fallen short in representing the wishes of its city. The entire city had only a few days 
to respond to and digest what the city was doing. Where was the dialogue when it came to taking away a 100-
plus-year tradition? And replacing it with a nonsensical moment of silence? I believe this should not even be up 
for debate, but in such an important matter, why the rush? Why not put this question on a ballot? 
  
You literally only gave the public three days. THREE DAYS!! Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
 
Ask yourself. Would you be ok with a three day notice to move out of your apartment, plan a trip, or change a 
job? 
 
The answer is NO!!  
 
And that should be everyone's answer to this resolution. 
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I hope this helps you better understand why you must keep this invocation. It is one of the pillars of our 
American society, part of the very fabric of how Americans identify themselves and your responsibility to 
maintain this integral part of American governance. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Shannon McKinney  
 
On Fri, Jan 9, 2026, 10:08 AM Craig, Sondra <craigs@cityoflacrosse.org> wrote: 

Shannon, 

  

Please try to respond to this message. 

  

Thank you, 

  

SONDRA CRAIG, WCMC (she/her) 
Deputy City Clerk 

City Clerk’s Office 

City of La Crosse 

400 La Crosse Street  

La Crosse WI  54601 

  

craigs@cityoflacrosse.org 

Direct: 608.789.7549 | Office: 608.789.7510 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Goggin, Erin
Sent: Monday, January 12, 2026 9:34 AM
To: Craig, Sondra
Subject: FW: Referendum

 
 

From: Lorraine Decker <lroord@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, January 9, 2026 2:26 PM 
To: Goggin, Erin <goggine@cityoflacrosse.org> 
Subject: Referendum 
 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Thank you again, Councilmember Goggins for you vote last night!  
 
I am a former City Councilmember who fought against the Freedom from Religion Foundation's challenge 
against our Invocations. 
 
I've also provided Invocations before the City Council. 
 
I was asked to open with prayer at the Prayer Rally outside of City Hall last night. 
 
 
I believe we need a City-wide Referendum! 
 
 
Thank you sincerely, 
 
 
Chaplain Lorraine Rose Decker  
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Craig, Sondra

From: Adoration Church <info@adorationchurch.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 14, 2026 6:42 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Invocation 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Dear Council, 
Thank you for serving our city. You probably think no one appreciates you and I think we don’t often 
show it. 
 
I am writing to say we want you to lead in the best way - to have wisdom and insight into all the 
situations. We want you to feel empowered to make right  decisions that lead our city in righteousness. 
So we pray that over you. Wisdom and revelation. Grace (favor and empowerment) to do all the things 
you must do. To uphold justice and remember mercy. 
 
To this end, we must have our God “shine His face on us and be gracious to us.”  He is wisdom. He has 
all power. All authority comes from him. Honoring Jesus in our city brings blessing from the Lord. 
 
So I ask that you reconsider. We want God involved. Yesterday I was listening to Dutch Sheets (a man 
of prayer) remind us who God is seeking. One of those is the one who will stand in the gap. We do that 
in prayer. You do that in righteous decision making and planning. People who do this save a city from 
judgment. 
 
Thank you. 
Karmen Furrow 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Goggin, Erin
Sent: Thursday, January 15, 2026 3:45 PM
To: Craig, Sondra
Subject: FW: invocation

I would appreciate this being attached even though we’ve voted.  For the record. 
 

From: randy kemp <kemps2112@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 6, 2026 2:49 PM 
To: Goggin, Erin <goggine@cityoflacrosse.org> 
Subject: invocation 
 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
I believe the council should continue with the invocation. thank you. 

 You don't often get email from kemps2112@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Goggin, Erin
Sent: Monday, January 19, 2026 3:38 PM
To: Craig, Sondra
Subject: FW: 

 
When you get back…can you make sure this gets attached to both? 
E 

From: Gary Harter <gharter@harters.net>  
Sent: Thursday, January 8, 2026 1:51 PM 
To: ZZ Council Members <zzcouncilmembers@cityoflacrosse.org> 
Subject:  
 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
I support keeping the invocation before Council Meetings 
I am against bike lanes in down town La Crosse it will really hurt all  business and force some to close 


