
Bird City Wisconsin

Renewal Application

For Sustained Flight Award complete Basic Requirements section

For High Flyer Awa rd complete Basic and High Flyer sections

As PlaVlVl/VI tor ofthe village/city/town/county of LCi Gf6:;se
(Title: mayor, or other leading official)

Wisconsin

I herewith make application to renew this community s designation as a Bird City Wisconsin , having again achieved the
criteria set forth by the Bird City organization. Our community has met at least 7 of the 22 criteria below, including 3
from Category 1 and 1 from each of the other four categories.

Basic Requirements
(Please check all that applv and provide appropriate documentation. This application needs to be submitted in both

paper and electronic form, includinG anv additional narrative. Bird City encouraQes communities to strive to improve
their conservation practices and achievements each year and wil call attention to those efforts on its web site.

However. if a communitv is meetinG a criteria in the same manner as in the previous vear. it need onlv explain that in the
narrative without attachinG full documentation. If a communitv is meetinG an "Other" item under anv cateGorv. please

include a narrative and anv other supplemental information.

Category 1: Creation and Protection of Habitat

.I A. Demonstrate with an attachment that your community is in compliance with Wisconsin s "Smart Growth" law for land use
planning and resource management.

B. Attach bird monitoring results and/or other data obtained from researchers or local volunteers in the local park system.

IZ C. Attach ordinance or other evidence that existing bird habitat has legal protection.

D. Document that current community planning seeks to provide additional bird habitat.

E. Attach a copy of local ordinance to demonstrate that the community does not restrict "wild" or natural lawns and
landscaping.

F. Show how the community offers the public information on control and removal of invasive species.

JZ G. Attach a state publication showing that the community contains a segment of the Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail
or a designated Important Bird Area.

JZ H. Demonstrate through public documents or publicity that the local Chamber of Commerce (or a similar group) takes an active
role in the planning process for protecting and enlarging favorable bird habitat.

I. OTHER: Demonstrate in an attached narrative.

Category 2: Participation in Programs Promoting Effective Community Forest Management

I2 A. Enclose a copy ofthe "Tree City. USA" award if your community participates in this program.

B. OTHER: Demonstrate in an attached narrative.

Category 3: Limiting or Removing Hazards to Birds

D A. Attach evidence or provide community web link if your community has an educational program to control free-roaming cats
and/or actively publicizes the "Cats Indoors!" program.

;a B. Demonstrate that your community provides property owners with information on how to protect birds from window-strikes.

C. OTHER: Demonstrate in an attached narrative.



Category 4: Public Education
A. Demonstrate that schools in your community participate in Flying WILD, helping ensure that the nation s students are

knowledgeable about the conservation needs of migratory and other birds.

B. Attach newsletter or web links to show how your community provides information to property owners on methods to create
and enhance backyard habitat for birds.

Dc. Provide web links your community offers to other organizations with information on backyard habitat programs.

IZ D. Demonstrate that your community is represented in at least one bird monitoring program such as the Christmas Bird Count,

Great Backyard Bird Count, or Swift Night Out.

E. Demonstrate that your community sponsors an annual bird festival.

D F. Illustrate a program that involves schools, garden clubs, or other organizations in bird conservation activities.

D G. OTHER: Demonstrate in an attached narrative.

Category 5: Community celebration of International Migratory Bird Day

(2 Attach a copy of both your community s officially enacted resolution recognizing IMBD and documentation of this past year

locallMBD celebration.

High Flyer Requirements
In addition to meeting Bird City Wisconsin s Basic Requirements, our community seeks to strengthen its commitment to

urban bird conservation. We herewith make application for the High Flyer Award , having also met at least 5 of the

following 17 criteria from at least 2 different categories.

Category 1: Creation and Protection of Habitat
D A. Show how and where the community has restored at least two acres of woodlands, wetlands or prairie.

D B. Demonstrate how the community offers material assistance to property owners in removing invasive shrubs

from woodlands.

D C. Demonstrate or document a similar program for helping control other types of invasives.

D D. Document a program to support the establishment of " natural lawns.

D E. Demonstrate the implementation of a program to preserve Chimney Swift roosting sites and/or to construct

alternative Chimney Swift towers.

D F. Document the establishment of a program to promote the conservation of Purple Martins through research

state of the art management techniques and public education.

D G. Show how the community facilitates Scouting and conservation groups in such projects as establishing Bluebird

Trails and erecting Wood Duck nesting boxes.

D H. Demonstrate how a public golf course is managed to benefit birds.

D I. Document the fact that the community maintains a birding trail or " hot spot" location with educational signage

and/or literature.

Category 2: Participation in Programs Promoting Effective Community Forest Management

Document an ongoing community program to incorporate native hardwood trees and native shrubs in public

landscaping (for cities that do not choose to meet Tree City criteria).

Category 3: Limiting or Removing Hazards to Birds

D A. Document laws or regulations in place to eliminate feral cat populations.

D B. Demonstrate that the community enforces a law or regulation that requires domestic cats to be kept indoors or
in an enclosure that prevents them from preying on native birds.



D C. Show how the community regulates construction and siting of communication towers to mitigate their risk to
migrating birds.

D D. Document that the community operates a " Lights out for Birds" program to dim the lights of tall buildings to
reduce collisions and save birds ' lives during spring and fall migration.

E. Show how the community supports a bird collision monitoring program and/or offers information and material
for preventing window collisions in homes and commercial establishments.

F. Document that the community has registered as a bird-safe community on the Wisconsin Humane
Society/Wildlife Rehabilitation Center website: http://www.wihumane.org/wildlife/wings/birdsafebuildings.aspx

Category 4: Public Education

D Demonstrate that the community is active in raising awareness of its bird assets. Examples include placing a remote
web camera on a nesting platform , offering field trips to observe threatened or endangered birds, or creating a
significant educational resource on the community s bird life.

Date

j).ec. /n---

?-"

/0-
Please update your contact information for the parks, forestry, environmental , or other community official who is the
best follow-up contact to deal with questions regarding this application:

Name: Le,\' j(\"hlV'A0V\ Title: A sr. j:t6 iJlaY\Y\QX

Address: Lv Crss &-tn.J: City, Zip: 1J CrD c., LJ \ S'- 8:)

Phon. Numb." .& w- 1'3( I '-man, ",h\ 

'gj" \

t: (J DSSt . o 

Conservation projects benefit from strong partnerships. Please identify any community partners you are working with

and a contact person (and phone nUfber or e-mail) with that group: 
J:dQQ_J9.U' Ao'G(jCLO Ku"!h WOMn j (CoO o) 'L- 13"

OY AlJd\A6lW SOL\Rt o.Y\ J0. "" I 
(00 \013- L17 

(6YS1V\ GrO\ );6Y i ((''lY7 1177

Mail a completed hard copy application with narrative and requested documentation to:
Carl Schwartz, Project Coordinator, Bird City Wisconsin, 1111 E. Brown Deer Rd. , Bayside, WI 53217
Email theelectronicformattocschwartz3(gwi. rr.com

Note: Bird City's recognition year runs from April 1 to March 31. All 51 communities that were recognized prior to April
, 2012, need to file their renewal application by Jan. 15, 2013, enclosing the requested documentation and a

nonrefundable application fee of $100 in a check made payable to Milwaukee Audubon Society/Bird City Wisconsin.

When Sustained Flight Award status is approved , these items will be provided to celebrate that recognition:
Decals for Bird City street signs to mark the number of years the community has been recognized;

An updated insert for the Bird City Wisconsin recognition plaque;
. A prominent announcement on the BirdCityWisconsin.org web site;

An updated page devoted to the community on the BirdCityWisconsin.org web site;
An electronic Bird City Wisconsin logo/emblem that can be used on appropriate municipal web sites and printed
materials, as well as the web sites of partner organizations and local businesses.

When a community is certified for the High Flyer Award , Bird City will issue special emblems for the community s street
signs as well as an updated insert for the community s recognition plaque noting its High Flyer status.



Bird City Wisconsin Application
Narrative and Exhibits

City of La Crosse, Wisconsin

January 10, 2013
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Introduction
Members of the Bird City Organization:

The City of La Crosse , Wisconsin would like to renew its recognition as one of Wisconsin s Bird Cities.

This packet includes the Renewal Application, Narrative , and Exhibits demonstrating how the City meets

Bird City Wisconsin s criteria for the Sustained Flight Award.

Citizen encouragement led to the City s involvement with Bird City Wisconsin in 2012. The Planning De-
partment concluded that Bird City recognition would be a great way to foster conservation and
awareness for the many species of birds found in the area. La Crosse had already met a number of the
requirements needed to become a Bird City. The remaining requirements were not difficult to achieve
given the City s commitment to its natural resources and collaboration with local conservation organiza-
tions. The City Planning Department will soon be working toward meeting the High Flyer Award

requirements for 2014.

Any questions about the application , exhibits, or other information presented should be addressed to
Larry Kirch, Director of Planning and Development, at (608) 789-7512.

Narrative

Category 1: Creation and Protection of Habitat
A. Wisconsin s "Smart Growth" law for land use planning and resource management requires all Cities,

Villages, and Towns to prepare and adopt a comprehensive plan. This plan serves as the basis for all

land use decisions and must have at least nine elements with background information , objectives, poli-
cies, and goals, programs. The City of La Crosse s Comprehensive Plan includes the required nine
elements and five additional elements further illustrating its dedication to smart growth. Exhibit 1 con-

tains a screen shot and link of the City s webpage describing La Crosse s compliance with Wisconsin

Smart Growth" Law.

C. Lower Pool 7 and Upper Pool 8 of the Upper Mississippi Wildlife and Fish Refuge are existing bird hab-
itat with legal protection. Their boundaries are located along the La Crosse portion of the Mississippi

River and include several areas within La Crosse s city limits. Exhibit 2 provides a link to the Upper Mis-

sissippi Wildlife and Fish Refuge s website. Screen shots of U.S Fish & Wildlife Service maps for Lower

Pool 8 and Upper Pool 7 demonstrate La Crosse s proximity to the Refuge.

Additionally, La Crosse s Municipal Code contains regulations for a Conservancy District in Zoning, Sec-
tion 15. 18. This district is established to preserve open space land and water areas for plant and animal
habitat among other purposes. Development is very limited in the Conservancy District.

1 s. 66. 1001, Wis. Stats.
2 http:j jwww.cityoflacrosse.orgjindex.aspx?NI D=285
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G. Several of La Crosse s parks and trails have Great Wisconsin Bird and Nature Trails (GWBNT) designa-

tion. The GWBRT website gives a brief description of what the parks and trails have to offer. A link to

and screenshot of GWBNT' s website is provided to establish credibility in Exhibit 3.

H. The Mississippi Valley Conservancy (MVC) has taken an active role in the planning process for pro-

tecting and enlarging favorable bird habitat. Since 2002, it has partnered with the City of La Crosse to

preserve local bluff land through the La Crosse Bluffand Protection Project. The program provides sce-

nic preservation to ensure that beauty of the landscape is not destroyed by poorly-planned

development, as well as protecting rare natural communities like bluff prairies and providing a marvel-

ous outdoor recreational resource. ,,3 
Exhibit s link and screen shot from the MVC website gives a

brief narrative of the project. There is also a link on the MVC website to a fact sheet on the La Crosse

Bluffland Protection Project.

Category 2: Participation in Programs Promoting Effective Community Forest
Management
A. La Crosse has held a Tree City, USA Award for over twenty years. The area has a long standing tradi-

tion of promoting effective and responsible land use that preserves trees. This point can be
demonstrated by the volume of natural habitat for local wildlife that surrounds the city. Exhibit 5 con-

tains a link and screenshot of the Arbor Day Foundation s website showing that La Crosse is a Tree City.

Category 3: Limiting or Removing Hazards to Birds
A. The City s Current Leash Ordinance shows La Crosse s efforts to control free-roaming cats. The City is

working to better educate and enforce this ordinance. A copy of the City s leash law is attached as Ex-

hibit 6.

Category 4: Public Education
D. La Crosse is represented in both the Great Backyard Bird Count and the Christmas Bird Count. Exhib-

its 7 & 8 are screenshots from the Christmas Bird Count and the Great American Bird Count,

respectively. The links connect to the Christmas Bird Count page and the Great Backyard Bird Count

page, where it is necessary to do a manual search for La Crosse.

Category 5: Community Celebration of International Migratory Bird Day
See Exhibits 9 & 10.

3 http://www . 
m ississi p piva Ileyconse rva ncy.o rg/La ndConse rvatio n/N atu rePrese ryes/La Crosse BI uffla ndsP ro perties.aspx
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Exhibits

Exhibit 1. Comprehensive Plan
http://www .cityoflacrosse.org/index.aspx?N I D=285)

- .

. Th r%s cOmIT0nC9lJnciIh idirroedthe Planning Department to.prepare a new

. .

commlJnitY"v~d pli;mf
Clr

li3ndde\'elopment, . .parks, ro.ds. utiities. . environmental . pmtedion
and cather "matiem;c ofcomITlUnity concern; The previous La Crossepfa(l, prepared " . 1577, was
long overclLieftl-an IJpdate. "

" " . ". . . "

The plan was prepared over an . 18 month period with guidance from . a . Citizen Ad"isory
Committee appointed by the . Common Council. There were several public meetings and
workshops to provide citizens an opportunity to. review preliminary draft and offer their ideas.
These meetings were advertised in the La Crss Tribufl on the local cable acces channels.
and on the Cit.,.s web site. 

The Cir,' also had hired a consultant, BRW, noVi URS, to coordinate and work with the City
Departments to ".,ite the elements of the Comprehensive Plan.

Wisconsin Law

The 1999-2001 Wisconsin Biennial budget included legislation requiring all Cities, Villages, and
Towns to adopt comprehensive plans by 2010. Under the Comprehensive Planning and "Smart
Growth" legislation all jurisdictions ""II prepare and adopt a comprehensive plan ""th at least
nine ele.ments. Beginning on January 1. 2010, any community that makes land-use decisions is
required to base those decisions on its adopted comprehensive plan. Each element of the plan
""II indude background information, objectives, policies and goals, programs, and a portrayal of
"mat those aspec of the community are planned to lo.ok like ".nen the target year arrives
(2020 for the La Crosse Comprehensive Plan). The nine required elements are:

1. Issues and Opportunities

2. Housing

3. Transportation

4. Utilities and Community Facilities
5. Agriculture, Natural and Cultural Resources
6. Economic D.evelopment
7. Land Use

8. Intergovernmental Coordination
9. Implementatio.n

The La Crosse Comprehensive Plan consists of the fourteen elements
,,/hich include the nine .required by the Wisconsin Comprehensive Planning:

listed below,

1. Issues and Opportunities
2. Land Use

3. Transportation (Port, Transit. Bike-Ped, Highways/streets, Passenger Rail. Airport)
4. Housing

5. Parks. Recreation and Open Space
6. Natural Resources
7. Public Facilities (Sanitary Sewer, Water Supply, Storm Water, Libraries. Fire)
8. &onomic Development
9. Historic Pres.ervation
10. Urban Design

11. Neighborhoods

12. Schools

13. Intergovernmental Cooperation

14. Implementation (Monitoring, Capital Improvements)

1/10/2013
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Exhibit 2. Upper Pool 8 Map
http://www . fws.gov / m idwest/ u ppe rm ississi ppi river /Documents/ u ppe rpoo 18. pdf)

* Green indicates refuge land



City of La Crosse Bird City Wisconsin Application 1/10/2013

Lower Pool 7 Map
http://www . fws.gov / m idwest/ u ppe rm ississi ppi rive r /Docu me nts/LP7 - 2010. pdf)
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Exhibit 3. Great Wisconsin Birding & Nature Trails in Hixon Forest
( http://www.wisconsinbirds.org/trail/sites/hixonforest.htm )
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Exhibit 4. La Crosse Blufflands Project
http://www . m ississi ppiva Ileyco nserva ncy .org/La ndConservation/Natu re Preserves/LaCrosseBI uffla ndsPr

operties. aspx)
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Exhibit 5. La Crosse s Tree City USA Designation
http://www .a rborday .org/progra ms/treeCityUSA/ma p.cfm)

2011 Tree City USA COll1lnunities
Updated May, 2012

1/10/2013
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Exhibit 6. City Ordinance: 20.22 Animal Control-Regulations and Licenses
http://www .cityoflacrosse.o rg/i nd ex. aspx? N I D= 1991)

Near bottom of page

20.

any cattle, horses, mules onkeys, sheep, goats, swine or fowl, to allow or permit the same to
enter the City or to run at large within the City limits of La Crosse.

(X) DOGS AND CATS AT LARGE.

All dogs and cats shall be kept under restraint. No person shall permit his dog or cat to run at
large in the City. Each owner of any such animal shall confine the same within the limits of his
premises. For the purposes of this section, the phrase "running at large" embraces all other
places within the City except the owner s premises. This includes all streets, alleys, sidewalks , or

other public or private property which may be about the owner s premises.

(Y) RESTRAINT OF DOGS AND CATS.

Any person owning or having charge, custody, care or control of any dog or cat shall keep such
animal exclusively upon his own premises, which shall include his automobile, either by personal
and direct supervision, such as voice command of such person physically present, or by keeping
such animal upon an appropriate chain or tie no less than six (6) feet in length or in enclosed
yard, either walled or fenced, or in any other appropriate restraining enclosure. However, public
access to one entrance of the owner s house must be provided without interference from such
animal. Also , however, that such dog or cat may be off such premises if it be restrained by an
appropriate leash or chain not exceeding six (6) feet in length , and in the hands of said person
indirectly controlling the movement of such animal , and provided that such lease or chain be in
the hands of a person of sufficient strength to physically control such animal.

(Z) PROHIBITED ARES FOR ANIMALS.

Any person owning, keeping or in charge of any animal shalt not permit such animal to be in any
park, on any school grounds, except for school- sponsored and authorized purposes, beaches or
cemeteries in the City of La Crosse at any time. The provisions of this section shall not apply to
seeing- eye dogs used and accompanied by a blind person.
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Exhibit 7. La Crosse s Audubon Bird Count
(http://cbc.audubon.org/cbccurrent/cu rrent- ta ble. htm)

/"-:

Audubon Christma Bird Counl Suooort cae Histol Reults Current Yer R.sults

Results: CDunt Data by Count Circle
Count Year: 111

Counts complete: 2 215

Tot bird repo: 61 359 451

Belo you will find d.-t for the cae count circle and timf: perio you Sf:lect. I f you Iu" f: lectf:a 1011 raR\, your table ..iI
probably be larllr fun your coput'" l'n ' .-Kith, and you ma nave to scroll to tt,e rigll. Informatin aoout the _atltr. "u,,,be, of

participants and ot""r count partulars is folI in a sepa'atf: table at tbe ooUom of tt,is pae. SP"ifs are pr..nt., ir, taooomic

o""r. Data includ raI count numbers, numbers per pa t",ur. and any "fla" a to point out .P"ial information aoout a given

recrd.
FIa iooOO with speif are:

HC-Unusuall H"l9h Count
LC-UII15ually Lov' Count
Us.UnwIBi SP"if
CW-Report in th area duri"i Count Wef, but not report dlli"i th count.
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Create
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Hfnlcal
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Donmd
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La Crosse (WILC)

Wisconsin Regi-on

43.8IW -91.25'

Christms Bird Count
Count Year: 111

----- ------

Jump to Weathr & Effort Sel!! Anothr Year. 111 (21

1/10/2013
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Exhibit 8. La Crosse s Great Backyard Bird Count
http://gbbc. bi rdsou rce .org/ gb bcApps/ report?cmd=showRepo rt&reportN ame=CitySu m ma ry&city= LA%

20CROSS E&state= US-WI& yea r=2011)

TheCoIl
of Ornitholoy

GBBC i. a Joj"t proj.,et of uU\ooi " Pdlt"",
J,-, 

." 
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i\.udubon . . r=..=:t\!J"\

.. ~~~~~~
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~~~

ii: "1YJ:'

~~~ ".-

2012 Results: La Crosse, Wisconsin

Ma p Room

This to\\'n report includes all data subm.tted to the to\'In and to all postal codes associated with
tile to,"/n.

1 Otner years: 1998 19992000 2001 20022003 2004 200520052007 2008 200'" 2010 2011
2012

--------------

Top T€nUsts

State TaUies

Detailed Report
! S cies axonomic

habeti
: Wi d Turke
, Northern Harrier

!i Coo 
s HaNk

; Bald Ea

" Red-tailed Hawk
: Rock PI

J. Number of Birds Number of Checklists
ortin the S ecies

Sponsors

.i MDumin Do,'

102

i Red-
b-ellied W'ood cker

Do\"rw Woodoecker
Hai Wood ecker

:1 PHeated Wood ecker
Blue Jav
American Cro","

t.merican Robin

" Euro "'a" StarJin

; Black- ed Chickadee
': Tufted Titmouse
: White-br sted Nutlatch

Ced.3 r \V itX1i!n

American Tree S arro,"

Dark- ed Junco
Northern Cardina!

Gammon Grackle

Purole Finch

House Finch

Pine Siskin
American Goldfinch
House S arrow

142

Total

127
164
125

A total of 28 species ere reportd.

SeE a summa .r,r for \f- iscon-5'n.

This report "/as updated 01-Jan-2013 09:05 
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Exhibit 9. International Migratory Bird Day Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

To:

From:

All Media Outlets
Eco Park, La Crosse, WI
Stephanie Hanna, Eco Park (608)784-0303

Dan Jackson, Coulee Region Audubon Society (608)483-2271

Pat Heglund, US Fish and Wildlife Service (608)781-6338

Jennifer Herner-Thogmartin, United States Geological Survey (608)781-6338

Randy Hines , United States Geological Survey (608)781-6398

Re: International Migratory Bird Day Celebration at the Eco Park on May 5 , 2012; 6am- 1pm

International Migratory Bird Day Celebration

La Crosse, WI) The Eco Park, Coulee Region Audubon Society, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and US

Geological Survey are hosting an International Migratory Bird Day (1MB D) celebration at the Eco Park

on May 5 \ 2012 from 6 am to 1 pm. This entirely free event includes a sunrise birding hike, bird band-

ing, family-friendly bird-watching walks, live raptor presentation, and bird-themed crafts and games.

People are encouraged to register for the bird hikes at the Eco Park prior to the event. All ages, abilities

and families are welcomed to paricipate in all activities.

This day brings awareness to over 350 migratory bird species, including many that depend on preserva-

tion efforts for their survival. The 20 th anniversar theme for International Migratory Bird Day,

Connecting People to Bird Conservation , was chosen to focus on 20 ways people may help to preserve

birds every day. IMBD is the largest-known conservation and education event of its kind in the Western

Hemisphere with over 500 events now being hosted from South America to Canada. The partnering spon-
sors have been instrumental in migratory bird protection, monitoring, and habitat conservation while

educating communities about how they can participate.

Event Details

What: International Migratory Bird Day Celebration
When: May 5 \ 2012; 6am- 1pm

Where: At the Eco Park, 789 Myrick Park Dr. , La Crosse, WI

How: Free tickets available at the Eco Park

For more information about IMBD at the Eco Park in La Crosse, visit ww.mhecopark.org or call

(608)784-0303.

For information on the Coulee Region Audubon Society, visit ww.couleeaudubon.org.

For information on the US Fish and Wildlife Service, visit ww.fws.gov.

For information on the US Geological Survey, visit ww.usgs.gov.

For more information about IMBD celebrations around the world, visit ww.birdday.org.

###



City of La Crosse Bird City Wisconsin Application

Exhibit 10: Officially Enacted Resolution Recognizing IMBD

To the HOnorable Mayor and Common Council of the City ot La Crosse:

COMMITEE REPORT

Your Judiciary and Administrative Committee having under consideration the annexed
resolution endorsing the City of La Crosse as a alrd City" and to support the annuallntemationa!
Migratorv Bird Day (IMBD at Myrick Hixon Em park, recommends the same be adopted.

Respectfu IJysubm itted

JUN 092011

Typed : 6-1-

Approved:
J&A Vote: Unanimous

Richard Becker, Chairman
Andrea Richmond, Vice Chair
Douglas Farmer
Francis Formanek
Bob Seaquist

REPORT AND
RESOLUTiON AOQPTED

nJN 0 9 2611

BY COUNCil

1/10/2013


