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IntroducƟon 

Use this study guide to help organize the infor-
maƟon, analysis and steps to beƩer understand the 
content of the zoning code and subdivision regula-
Ɵons including exisƟng condiƟons, code diagnosƟcs, 
applicable plans and policies, built form and charac-
ter analysis. Below is the general process for how 
the code and subdivision regulaƟons will be updated 
based on direcƟon and input from community stake-
holders, staff comments and guidance from the City 
Plan Commission. 

Topics to Review 

1) Memo 1 - CondiƟons & Plans 

2) Memo 2 - District Summaries & Subdivisions 

3) Built Form Study 

4) Character Areas 

5) Downtown Character Areas 

6) Lot Size Study 

7) Memo 3—AdministraƟon 

8) Approval Flowchart Diagrams 
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Memo 1:  ExisƟng CondiƟons 

a) 2040 Comprehensive Plan 

b) 2024 Housing Study Summary  

c) Analysis to Impediments to Fair Housing Choice 

d) Imagine 2040 Downtown Plan 

e) History of Variances 

f) History of CondiƟonal Use Permits 

g) Other adopted plans & policies 

PopulaƟon informaƟon from the Comp Plan: 

· PopulaƟon is projected to moderately increase from 
50,869 (2021) to 53,480 (2050) 

· As of Jan 1, 2024 the populaƟon was 52,115 (WI De-
partment of Admin. EsƟmate)  

 

ResidenƟal land use makes up about 19% of the total land 
area in the City. ResidenƟal definiƟons from the Comp 
Plan (p. 32): 

· Low-Density ResidenƟal—mostly one-two story sin-
gle-family structures but may also include two- and 
three-unit dwellings; other housing types such as 
townhomes and rowhomes may be compaƟble, espe-
cially if developed to fit a single-family mold  

· Medium Density ResidenƟal -  may include a variety 
of housing types including townhomes, rowhomes, 
small mulƟ-family buildings, and large mulƟ family 
buildings of two-four stories 

· High-Density ResidenƟal - includes mulƟ-family units 
in structures taller than three stories; interconnected 
within surrounding neighborhoods and as well as 
near major streets connecƟons and employment/
commercial areas. 

!/? 

!/? 

· What are the key policies from the Comp Plan driving 
the zoning and subdivision updates? 

· Review the Housing Study recommendaƟons relaƟve 
to zoning code content. 
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!/? Land Use and Zoning matrix from the Comp Plan (p. 69) 
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Memo 2:  DiagnosƟc Summary 

a) IntroducƟon 

b) ResidenƟal Districts 

c) ResidenƟal Map Diagrams 

d) Commercial Districts 

e) Industrial Districts 

f) Overlay & Other Districts 

g) Summary Dimensional Standards Table 

h) Historic Zoning Map 

i) Chapter 113 Subdivisions 

 

!/? 
· ResidenƟal neighborhood boundaries are 

shown in yellow at right. The Logan Northside 
and Lower Northside neighborhoods (a) con-
tain a more consistent low density, detached 
residenƟal paƩern. Neighborhoods in the cen-
tral part of the city (e.g., Downtown, 
Grandview-Emerson, Washburn, Weigent-
Hogan, Powell-Poage-Hamilton and Holy Trini-
ty-Longfellow) include a similar street and 
block paƩern  but contain more corridors and 
districts that tend to support greater density 
and diversity with housing, related uses and 
development changes. 

a 

a 

b 

b b 

b 

b 

b 
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Built Form Study* 

a) 18 Neighborhoods 

b) 12 Districts 

c) 5 Corridors 

*based on the NDC Framework as defined in 
the Comp Plan 

Typical single family lot arrangement and built paƩern 

!/? 
· Compare the built form study characterisƟcs 

of the various neighborhoods to confirm 
physical form paƩerns for neighborhood 
scale residenƟal and commercial uses.  

· Should changes to urban and dimensional 
standards recognize and respond to the local 
context and character? 
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Character Areas  

a) North Area 

b) East Area 

c) Central Area 

d) South Area 1 & 2 

 

!/? 

· Areas adjacent to a  number of 
districts include “district orbits” , 
areas that tend to aƩract interest, 
investment and influence that 
may be less compaƟble with es-
tablished neighborhood charac-
ter. 

· Do these areas need addiƟonal 
standards and regulaƟons relaƟve 
to scale, density and physical form 
(e.g., the residenƟal areas west, 
south and east of the UW cam-
pus)? 
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Downtown Character Areas  

a) Downtown Area 

b) Core 

c) Main Street 

!/? 
· Note disƟncƟons between the “main street” area and the larger downtown 

boundary. 

· Some new development have included parking on the ground floor (within the 
building envelope) fronƟng the pedestrian public realm. Should this condiƟon be 
differenƟated in the “main street” area vs. other areas of downtown. 
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Approval Process Diagrams: Variance ( Board of Zoning Appeals) 
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Approval Process Diagrams: CondiƟonal Use Permit 
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Approval Process Diagrams: Zoning Amendment (Rezoning) 
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Approval Process Diagrams: Request for ExempƟon to Design Standards 


