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LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID Caption

25-0814 Resolution to delay removal of historic water drinking fountains (aka “bubblers”).

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation

CM Kahlow and CM Padesky

Requestor of Legislation

CM Kahlow & CM Padesky

Location, if applicable

See attached list.

Summary/Purpose

Purpose is to pause removal and determine best policy moving forward for adaptive reuse/reconfiguration/preservation options of historic
bubblers and bringing those to council.

Background

La Crosse's cast iron drinking fountains (Bubblers) were designated as historic structures by the Heritage Preservation Commission at their
January 18, 2001 meeting. It was determined at that meeting that they exemplify or reflect the broad cultural, political, economic, or social
history of the nation, state or community, because they were unique to the La Crosse area and that they embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type or specimen which is inherently valuable for the study of a period, style, method of construction or
of indigenous materials or craftsmanship because they were designed and crafted by the Torrance Foundry. A document was created in
December of 2000 that listed the locations of 47 of these drinking fountains.

Fiscal Impact

Staff Recommendation
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