City Hall
400 La Crosse Street
La Crosse, WI 54601

City of La Crosse, Wisconsin

Meeting Agenda

Climate Action Plan Steering Committee

Monday, September 8, 2025 4:00 PM Eagle Room

This meeting will also be conducted through video conferencing.

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://cityoflacrosse-org.zoom.us/j/89556262687 ?pwd=TmzYMQRWE;j7sOuWitzv04sLbpMOYp5.1

Meeting ID: 895 5626 2687 Passcode: 102161

Join by Phone: +1-507-473-4847

Call to Order

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes
Notices and Discussion

Agenda ltems:

1 25-1090 Bright Action Engagement Recognition: Tri-College Green Exchange & FSPA
Go Green Program

Attachments: La Crosse Carbon Free Challenge Presentation

2 25-0843 Recognizing the Information Technology Department for earning the City a 2025
EPEAT Purchaser Award Winner

Attachments: Infographic

Announcement webpage

3 25-0841 Request to Cosponsor La Crosse's Week Without Driving, 9/29-10/5

Attachments: Hyperlink

4 25-1088 Participation in Great Plains Institute's Charging Smart Program.

Attachments: Website

Draft Letter of Commitment

Next Meeting / Agenda Items
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https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=20809
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b4217ba6-6733-469c-9f5b-b819a4ce406f.pdf
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=20648
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=9af69af0-ecc9-42a8-bd76-8b4727424a53.pdf
https://globalelectronicscouncil.org/epeat-purchaser-awards/
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=20646
https://weekwithoutdriving.org/
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=20807
https://betterenergy.org/charging-smart/
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=97c9374e-ea51-413f-99bd-9264991f642a.docx

Climate Action Plan Steering Meeting Agenda September 8, 2025
Committee

Adjournment

Notice is further given that members of other governmental bodies may be present at the above
scheduled meeting to gather information about a subject over which they have decision-making
responsibility.

NOTICE TO PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY

Requests from persons with a disability who need assistance to participate in this meeting should call
the City Clerk's office at (608) 789-7510 or send an email to ADAcityclerk@cityoflacrosse.org, with as
much advance notice as possible.
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La Crosse 5
Carbon Free Challenge _ =

Climate Action Made Simple

arbon Free Challenge!



Outline

* Background

* Green House Gas Emissions
* Household Participation

* Action Resources

* Tracking Progress

* Direct Engagement

Carbon Free Challengel




Background

* Strategic Plan for Sustainability in 2009
(25% more renewable and more efficient by 2025)

* 2019 Resolution to be carbon neutral by 2050
« 2020-22 Energy Action Plan with Utility

* Climate Action Plan adopted in January 2025
(50% greenhouse gas emission reduction by 2030)

A\
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La Crosse GHG Emissions

2020 La Crosse Community
Wide GHG Emissions by Sector

Total 2020
GHG Emissions

667,101

. : 4 RATS
Metric Tons Solid Waste

31,239 M1

Soligd Waste

Carbon Free Challeno




Over 40% of
La Crosse GHG
emissions come
from 4 household
activities where
kitchen table
decisions matter.




58% of people in the

=3  LaCrosse metro area are
/(~ worried about climate

® change and want to help.
'/. : But are not sure where to start...

*Yale Climate Maps, 63% nationally

. Wi




We have Solutions
Household Actions = Big Impact

'\“‘\\-‘-‘,‘.‘
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. . _LA-CROSSE _
bl'lght action .Carbon Free Challenge!

Login ®SEN

‘ Join the Carbon Free La Crosse Challenge!
S (s — ' Save money while you reduce your impact
and help create a carbon free future

TR
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TOP COMMUNITY GROUP
Viterbo University

@ HOUSEHOLDS BY
DECEMBER 2025

TOP TEAM
V-Hawk Drawdown Students

Carbon Free Challengel .



Actions

Explore Actions to Take

Simple everyday actions you can take to reduce carbon pollution and save money.

(7} =y

Be Energy Smart Clean Energy Home Shift Your Ride

Buy or Lease an Electric

Take the Train or Subway

Vehicle
pe ' Ditch the gas pump for BIG savings Relax, read a book—all on the way to
Ly work —
‘ Ig .}?:: % Medium © 13300 © $1840 * Medium © 5270 12:40
Eat Green & Waste Less Be Water Wise Community Action

(] 1already do this (
Choose the Wonky Fruit

Pick fruits and veggies with personality!

® ‘ M 2 * Easy © 310 @50

—
agh

Customize

Bike, Walk, Skateboa

Reduce Air Travel 2
Unicycle

Be Prepared & Connect The Big Actions

Consider exploring closer to home Enjoy the fresh air and energ
day!

% Medium © 1200 © $ 300 * Medium © 130

Make it Last

Give your things long, fulfilling lives.

* Easy © 220 © 5380

@ paloaltogocarbonfree.org
—




Action Resources

@ APPLES
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Why

Studies show that Americans today waste 50% <™ Resources
more food than we did in the 1970s. While thisis ~~ ® al ax
clearly going in the wrong direction, it also means’' ““
we have a big opportunity to improve! Justafew . & <
easy changes can make a big difference. :
Sample Shopping List

“Shop” your fridge, freezer, and cupboards for
ingredients before heading to the grocery store.

L \
It all starts with a bit of planning. By taking just a '# i " -
bit of time to make a weekly meal planbasedon = 7% 1o 5 - ‘
your favorite foods before you shop, you'll S S :

streamline your shopping and cooking - and save time, money and food.

$0-$0 0.5 $650
Upfront Cost Hours Annual Savings v

Why is this important? Right now, about 8% of global greenhouse gas emissions come
food waste. Reducing your household food waste by making a meal plan helps eliminaté ~ What's in My Fridge Recipe Finder

M ake a Me a| p| an some of those emissions, and means that the land, water and energy that produced Enter 2 ingredients you have on hand and it'll give you
food will go to good use. matching recipes!

Did you know the average American throws away more than 200 pounds of food every year, costin
the average household of four $1,800? That's a lot of food and money to throw out! And food wastg Think about what you eat

s o W
creates methane, a powerful greenhouse gas. The great news - it's easy to reduce food waste and —
save money by creating a meal plan! - FoodFinder
Use your plan and enjoy the benefits! FoodFinder is a food pantry locator and 501(c)(3)
) - nonprofit that shows you when and where to get free
Impact 390 Points | Figure out how much food you're saving food assistance in your area.
CO2e Reduced .

390 Ibs CO2e ®®
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Track Progress

Hello, Lisa .=

You've taken the first step to be part of the solution. Let’s keep going!

My Starting Level

Your Progress 2:90 - .
: Hello, Lisa

CO2 Reduced

You've taken the first step to be part of the

@ $3,830 r 8.8 tons solution. Let’s keep going!
Maney Saved CO2E Saved

(=] v A a

CO2E Saved
¥ 29/12 8 Your Progress

My Groups
My Actions o ) $3.830

The Scooter Club
Group

Install Electric Heat Pump Heater
% Challenging 0 5790
& B e,

Goal August 2022

: Stay Cool Actions
: 'é~ 2 * Easy

Households CO2E Saved Actions Done

7 9.2t 34/ 11

ot ele
.2 S | o

« paloaltogocarbonfree.org
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JOLIEP.
03/07/2025

v Eat Lower Down the Carbon Chain

| LOVE the vegan treats at Bloomingfoods. They're a great pick-me-up
during the workday (seen here stopping into Bfoods earlier this week on a
windy day). You don't miss the dairy or eggs. | chose "l already do this" for
eating low on the food chain because | seldom eat food that comes from
cows, and have been eating that way for many years. Our local restaurants
and stores like Bloomingfoods make that easy.

CARLY S.
03/19/2025

v/ Switch to LEDs

| installed all new LED lightbulbs in my living room this
week - and they are really cool smart TRADFRI LED bulbs
from Ikea. They consume 85% less energy and come
with a remote control where | can do wireless dimming
and change the colors of the lights. Saving energy and
setting the vibe for the win!

Comment 00 2

Carbon Free Challengel

ommunity

JULIE D.
03/28/2025

v/ Bike, Walk, Skateboard or Unicycle

Love riding my Tandem to Tandem!

Comment | R e




bright a%tion Direct Engagement Services
> ey

« Hands-on support to boost residential participation.
« Partner with cities to increase visibility, foster engagement, and drive impact.
« Low-cost service customized to each community and focused on measurable results.

Services Include:

- Community Outreach: Build local relationships and encourage deep participation.
Campaigns & Challenges: Design and run creative, customized platform campaigns.
Leadership Development: Recruit and train community champions to amplify your efforts.
Platform Training: Equip your team and leaders for effective use of the BrightAction platform.
Strategic Collaboration: Ongoing support and idea-sharing to meet your engagement goalis.

.
»
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Direct Engagement Examples

TRI-COLLEGE
GREEN EXCHANGE

Join a 4-part series to inspire sustainable action!
Explore ways to reduce your carbon footprint, Viterbo University
from green eating and waste reduction to water
conservation and community action.
HOW TO JOIN MEETING TOPICS Group Impact
Viterbo vs. UW-La Crosse vs. Western Technical College Email Cassi to confirm interest 6 BEING WATER
; - : - at wiscorpsamericorps@fspa.org
Who will lead the way in sustainability? = WISE
MEETING DETAILS
Gy MARCH 31ST, 2025 - . S | CATMC GREENA /ﬁ\ 115 Members
£33 APRIL18TH, 2025 D T Mt WASTING LESS
» Scaon the QR Code or visit e June 27th
https:/[brightaction.app/lacrosse « July 18th :6" TAKING COMMUNITY
o ACTION
P Join the Viterbo University Location: Assisi Room @ St. 1 53; 990 * 21 4I351
S Rose Convent Win RAF Points Actions Done
P Complete 1 action during the Time: 12 ] 9t each p,k
challenge dates. atlacdls Ll Lt PeusQab, tingt
P Win prizes and help Viterbo
take the lead! ' & $29,770 ! 53 tons
Money Saved CO2e Saved

Signup: /e
hitps:/ [brightaction.app/lacrosse i

Carbon Free Challengel



Thank you!

Lewis Kuhiman
kuhlmanl@cityoflacrosse.org

To learn more about

Cabon Free Challen qel BrightAction Communities

bacommunities.org
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52025
ié% EPEAT .-

PURCHASER AWARDS Yz

City of La Crosse,
Wisconsin

Total sustainability impact and cost savings for 272 products purchased in 2024

14 average US

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REDUCTION ~ EQUIVALENT TO
GHG Reduction

kilograms of CO, equivalents

passenger cars off
the road for a year

Energy Savings
consumption of
KwH 24 aqverage
US households

Hazardous Waste

y 3= @} §

_ of 0.04
kilograms refrigerators
Solid Waste
: generation of
kilograms 3 average
US households
Primary Materials
: of 0.2
kilograms elephants A\
Water Consumption
Fluid volume
of 0.3

liters of H,O

Toxics
The weight .---
of 10 11 1]
kilograms bricks ——
Material Conservation
The weight
166 revad
kilograms 18-wheelers

olympic sized
swimming pools

m L) ‘A
Smog Formation ~ Water Eutrophication Air Acidification
Potential Emissions Potential Emissions Potential
3,138 5 7 1,956 340
kg O, equivalent kilograms kg N equivalent kilograms kg of SO, equivalent
e GLOBAL
ELECTRONICS . .
COUNCIL® Brought to you by the Global Electronics Council®

Sustainability for a Connected Future
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LA-CROSSE
WISCONSIN

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
400 LA CROSSE STREET | LA CRosse, W1 54601 | P: (608) 789-7512

Friday, September 5, 2025

Interstate Renewable Energy Council
125 Wolf Road

Suite 100

Albany, NY 12205

Dear Ed Gilliland,

On behalf of the City of La Crosse, | am proud to announce our commitment to becoming a Charging
Smart-designated community. In partnership with the Charging Smart team, La Crosse’s dedicated staff
members will work to accelerate local adoption of EVs and EV charging. La Crosse will collaborate with
the Charging Smart program to develop best practices that serve the community's EV charging needs.

La Crosse will leverage Charging Smart to achieve the following goals related to EVs and EV charging:

e Create EV-friendly building codes.
o Create an EV charger siting guide that includes ADA compliance.
¢ Increase electric vehicle use to 20% of community-wide rolling stock by 2030.

These efforts demonstrate that our community is committed to making continual improvement in our
community’s EV readiness, and in the process of doing so, all the related areas identified as community
priorities in our Climate Action Plan.

To measure progress along the way, La Crosse will track key metrics related to EV and infrastructure
deployment.

Inquiries related to La Crosse’s Charging Smart participation can be directed to Lewis Kuhiman at
kuhlmanl@cityoflacrosse.org or 608-789-7361.

Sincerely,
{Signhed name}

Shaundel Washington-Spivey, Mayor

24
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