
Heritage Preservation Commission

City of La Crosse, Wisconsin

Meeting Agenda

City Hall

400 La Crosse Street

La Crosse, WI 54601

Miller Room3:30 PMThursday, July 3, 2025

Special Meeting

Members of the public may participate in the meeting in the following ways:

View Virtually and Speak:

Join Zoom Meeting

https://cityoflacrosse-org.zoom.us/j/84101189486?pwd=bFhXeHBwdWR3YkhOcmpzWWYrTjRvQT09

Meeting ID: 841 0118 9486

Passcode: 810151

Phone Only

1 312 626 6799

Or you may attend in person at City Hall located at 400 La Crosse Street. Members of the public who

would like to provide written comments on any agenda may do so by emailing

acklint@cityoflacrosse.org, using a drop box outside of City Hall or mailing the Department of

Planning and Development, 400 La Crosse Street, La Crosse WI 54601. Questions, call

608-789-7512.

Call to Order

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes

1. Approval of the May 22, 2025 Meeting Minutes.

Agenda Items:

2. 25-0743 Review of Certificate of Appropriateness for the property located at 327 Jay 
Street. (Downtown District)

Staff Report

Side Elevation

Building Permit App & Plans

Kevin Kellogg Email.pdf

Kevin Kellogg Example 1

Kevin Kellogg Example 2

Attachments:
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https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=20565
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=47c15068-0832-4854-b407-4acbba41f6b7.pdf
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=3a9170cf-a4a5-4ca1-85b7-1606b0eec342.pdf
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=875d125e-3262-4d48-876b-0b4244a4d2f9.pdf
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=4bfa5341-a0c9-407a-97e5-2e3a451999ff.pdf
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b42aadfb-cf0b-443b-b0ac-3ce9f2d6820e.PNG
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=df67cf15-779b-4dc2-b258-7d72c9f60cae.PNG


July 3, 2025Heritage Preservation Commission Meeting Agenda

Kevin Kellogg Example 3

Kevin Kellogg Example 4

Kevin Kellogg Example 5

Kevin Kellogg Example 6

Railing Examples 7-3-25.pdf

Adjournment

Notice is further given that members of other governmental bodies may be present at the above 

scheduled meeting to gather information about a subject over which they have decision-making 

responsibility.

NOTICE TO PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY

Requests from persons with a disability who need assistance to participate in this meeting should call 

the City Clerk's office at (608) 789-7510 or send an email to ADAcityclerk@cityoflacrosse.org, with as 

much advance notice as possible.

Heritage Preservation Commission Members

CM Mackenzie Mindel, Laura Godden, Natalie Heneghan, Jim Gallagher, Ellie McLoone, John Reiman, 

Bruce Banes
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https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=d0f497e8-0573-434d-b528-b679e00d28cb.PNG
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5c820534-26fd-46c3-aea3-fde5ea472132.PNG
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=fad3a147-3a64-49f3-94a2-2fe23fd05f25.PNG
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f6b1f89f-8b28-4ae0-ae0a-4d59b8ddc7f8.PNG
https://cityoflacrosse.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=af8c8aa9-bd84-4cdf-8856-8832060fb327.pdf


Text File

City of La Crosse, Wisconsin City Hall

400 La Crosse Street

La Crosse, WI 54601

File Number: 25-0743

Agenda Date: 6/26/2025  Status: Agenda ReadyVersion: 1

File Type: Review of PlansIn Control: Heritage Preservation Commission

Agenda Number: 2.
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION REPORT 

Certificate of Appropriateness- Downtown Commercial Historic District. 

Section 115-320(d)(2) 
 

TO:                              Heritage Preservation Commission 

FROM:                        Planning Staff 

MEETING DATE:     June 26, 2025 

 

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to install a deck on the rear façade of the building 

located at 327 Jay Street. 

 

PROPERTY/BUSINESS OWNER: 

KLC Properties LLC 

PO Box 1534 

La Crosse, WI 54602 

 

APPLICANT:  

Brent Thielen 

Steiger Construction 

 

BACKGROUND: The Downtown Commercial Historic District was established by Ordinance in 

April 2016 along with design standards that are specific to the styles of architecture found within.  

The local district designation of the Downtown Commercial Historic District was created to 

encourage preservation of the historic resources of the district, which was named to the National 

Register of Historic Places in 1994. The design standards and review procedures are used to guide 

preservation, rehabilitation, new construction, relocation and demolitions. Plans or requests must 

be approved by the Heritage Preservation Commission prior to any building/demolition permit 

being issued.  In determining whether to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for Demolition, the 

HPC shall:  

 

1. Consider factors such as whether the structure is of historical significance, the state of 

repair of the building, and whether denial of a permit would create a significant economic 

hardship for the owner.  

2. Issue the certificate only if the owner can demonstrate that the building is structurally 

unsound and/or that denial of a demolition permit would create a significant economic 

hardship for the owner. 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The applicant is proposing to install a 10’ x 18’ deck on the rear 

faced of the property located at 327 Jay Street. (Pickermans) The deck is intended to serve the 

second story apartment. The top of deck platform is approximately 12’ 6” from grade and 

supported by four steel tubes. The deck platform is comprised of treated lumber and steel I-beams. 

The railing and spindles are also treated lumber. The spindles are 2”x 2” in size with no additional 

ornamentation.  The proposed deck will not be attached to the building as the brick is too soft. It 

will be built flush up to the building.  
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Project Location 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Proposed Location 

Proposed Location 

Existing Door 
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Proposed Plan 

 
 

SEE ATTACHED FOR MORE INFORMATION 

 

 

ANALYSIS:   

 

The relevant design standards to this project are: (There are few that directly correlate to this type 

of project)  

 

(f) New Construction 

(4) Building Materials 

(a) Building materials shall be consistent with the predominant materials in use in 

the District. 

(e) Additional materials may be appropriate on side or rear facades that are less 

visible from the street, where permitted by the HPC. Materials that may be 

considered include: 

1. Precast concrete units and concrete block, provided that surfaces are 

molded, serrated or treated with a textured material in order to give the wall 

surface a three-dimensional character. 

2. "Jumbo brick" units shall only be used on the lower third of the building 

wall. 

3. Split-faced brick or block is not acceptable for downtown buildings. 
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4."Novabrick" may be acceptable in some uses. 

(6) Accessory buildings. 

(a) Design of accessory buildings should be simple and unobtrusive. Materials 

similar to those of the principal building are encouraged, but lower cost materials 

may also be appropriate as determined by the HPC. 

 

The above standards were intended to be applied more so to buildings instead of decks but are the 

most relevant. When evaluating its consistency with predominant materials in the district staff 

looked at what other decks have been added. There are very few. 
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Whole both of these examples use wood in their design, there is some inclusion of wrought iron or 

metal components, particularly with the railing. 

 

FINDING: The proposed deck is at the rear of the building where there is typically more 

flexibility in design and use of materials. However, due to its location and high use of the adjacent 

alley, it will be highly visible, even from Jay Street. The design standards for the district are not 

particularly clear when reviewing these types of projects so staff looked at other decks that were 

added. All of them have a mix of visible wood and ornamental metal, especially as part of the 

railings. This design element was proposed to the applicant, but they chose to submit it as is. The 

proposed design is, in staff’s opinion, not consistent with other decks and materials but the design 

standards are not crystal clear on this. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION BY STAFF: This Certificate of Appropriateness is recommended 

for approval with the condition some ornamental metal is worked into the design of the railing. 
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Acklin, Tim

From: kbk sparks <kbksparks@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2025 8:56 PM

To: Acklin, Tim

Subject: HPC Meeting for KLC / Wiggerts Deck

Attachments: IMG_6040.PNG; IMG_6038.PNG; IMG_6037.PNG; IMG_6036.PNG; IMG_6035.PNG; IMG_

6033.PNG

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. ***  

Hello Tim, 

I continue to help the Wiggert family with their buildings regularly and requested Brent and Steigers involvement with this 
deck project as the contractor.  

I see the recommendation to approve with railing modifications and there is no concern from the Wiggerts to make a 
change to the railing design. As you pointed out there also really is no preferred design standard either for decks or 
railings. It also appears you may have suggested that to Brent however that was not clearly conveyed back to the 
Wiggerts or Myself. The Wiggerts have spent many many dollars on their downtown buildings trying to improve 
appearances and a railing redesign is far from a major concern. 

To add a little context to this proposal / permit application process. Brent spent 30+ days going in circles with the 
Inspection department on this deck application with them continually having a new reason it wasn't allowed in which none 
were true, but it seems someone has his own way to read the fire district ordinance other than the way it is written. After 
inspection had no more reasons to deny it Brent was then told ohh and by the way it has to go to HPC and that meeting 
was last night meaning another 30-day delay. So, by the time this made it to your desk Brent may have been worn out 
with new suggestions such as your railing ideas.  

I can also say Brent and myself looked at several downtown decks at the start of this process and there are several with 
all wood railing and no metal involved. I am not sure why the HPC agenda seems to indicate those types of decks and 
railing do not exist in the downtown. The agenda clearly states, "All of them have a mix of visible wood and ornamental 
metal". I have attached several pictures for reference and would appreciate if we could send them out to the commission's 
membership with some clarification to the agenda's "findings" as those findings seem inaccurate when reviewing the 
attached pictures. 

Picture 6040 is behind 531 Main St and has an all-wood railing 
Picture 6038 is Phil Addis past residence and does have some steel spindles, but they are not really ornamental 
Picture 6036 is part of Bell Square and has an all-wood railing on the predominant side directly on the city sidewalk 
Picture 6035 is behind Noelke's store on Main St and is all wood. Railing, framing, steps, everything is wood. 
Picture 6033 faces the State Bank lot from 425 Main St when James remodeled that property. 
Picture 6037 may or may not be relevant but is from a building across La Crosse Street from city hall 

While We are willing to alter the railing design, I'm just asking for this application to be fairly represented as there are 
several clear examples of all wood railing designs in downtown which originally led us to feel it must have been an ok 
option. Please just steer us in a preferred design style. 

Thank you for your time on this project Tim.  
Kevin Kellogg 

You don't often get email from kbksparks@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important
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Sent from my iPhone 
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Example 1 
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Example 2 
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