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LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

AN ORDINANCE to amend Sections 4-72(a) and 4-142(a) and create Sections 4-72(c), 4-142(c), 4-21
and 4-146 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Crosse regarding alcohol regulations, licensing
requirements and municipal sales in City parks.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation

Nikki Elsen, City Clerk

Requestor of Legislation

Nikki Elsen, City Clerk

Location, if applicable

Summary/Purpose

To eliminate the necessity that licensed areas be contiguous and in direct connect to operate under one license, to eliminate duplication
regarding posting of license, to codify a process for renewal applications and to establish a late fee for applications that miss the deadline,
to codify language clarifying a violation of an agent or employee of the licensee constitutes a violation of the licensee and to authorize a
process in which the municipality may sell fermented malt beverages in City parks pursuant to Wis. Stats. 125.06(6).

Reduces volume of last-minute exception requests

Background

Eliminating the contiguous and direct connect language in Sec. 4-72 (intoxicating liquors) and 4-142 (fermented malt beverage) will allow
one license to cover different areas within a building, including those with separate public entrances, so long as it is operated by the same
entity; this will eliminate the need for having two licenses at one address/one entity. In some situations, one license should be sufficient.
Posting of license is covered in Municipal Code sec. 4-4 and is duplicate language in 4-72 and 4-142.

A renewal process with established deadlines will reduce the volume of last-minute applications and implementing a fee for applications
that miss the deadline will cover the staff time required to expedite processing. A financial consequence is motivation to submit timely.
Codifying language that violations of a licensee's agent or employee constitutes a violation against the licensee and hold them accountable.
The City parks department is interested in selling fermented malt beverage (beer) at city parks as a means to generate revenue. These sales
are authorized by state law when sold by municipal officers or employees, but the governing body must grant authority.

Fiscal Impact

No fiscal impact resulting in an expense.

Staff Recommendation

The City Clerk's office recommends adoption of the ordinance. The City Clerk has consulted with the Legal Department, Police Department
and Building & Inspections Department to confirm there is no conflict with the proposed ordinance.
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