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Requirements for granting a variance 
- Unnecessary Hardship

- Hardship Due to Unique Property Limitations

- No Harm to Public Interests 





1627 NORTH SALEM RD
The applicant has applied for a permit for a proposed 6 foot tall 
fence in the front yard setback 

Municipal code Sec. 115-398.(c)(1) states that 
(c) Height and setback of fences regulated.

(1) Residential fences are permitted up to the property lines in Residential Districts but shall not, in any 
case, exceed a height of six feet without a conditional use permit, shall not exceed 48 inches in height 
from grade in the front, side, or rear yard setback abutting a public sidewalk, shall not encroach into any 
vision corner and shall not be closer than three feet to any public right-of-way along a public alley. The 
height of any fence shall be measured as an average and shall not include the posts or pillars to which a 
fence is attached.

A variance allowing a 6 foot tall fence to be placed in the front yard 
will need to be granted for this permit to be issued.











1627 NORTH SALEM RD
-Unnecessary Hardship.  There is no unnecessary hardship.  The lot 
can still be used as a single-family dwelling and a 4’ fence would 
provide safety as stated in the application.  Owning a dog is a self 
created hardship.

- Hardship Due to Unique Property Limitations.  This lot does supply 
a unique property limitation due to the layout of the dwelling and 
detached garage.

- No Harm to Public Interests.  This would set a precedence of 
granting variances for 6’ tall fences in the front yard.

This variance should not be granted.





2710 ONALASKA AVE
The applicant applied for a permit to place 15 feet of fill on only 
three sides of a dwelling, instead of the required 4 sides. 

Sec. 115-281.(3)(a)(1). The elevation of the lowest floor shall be at 
or above the flood protection elevation on fill unless the requirements 
of section 115-281(3)(a)(2) can be met. The fill shall be one foot or 
more above the regional flood elevation extending at least 15 feet 
beyond the limits of the structure.

A variance will be required to allow only 15’ of required fill on  
three of four required sides of the dwelling.

https://library.municode.com/wi/la_crosse/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILADEOR_CH115ZO_ARTVOVZODIRE_DIV2FLZO_SDIIIFLDIRE_S115-281FLDIFF






2710 ONALASKA AVE 
- Unnecessary Hardship.  The dwelling cannot become floodplain 
compliant if the fill is not installed.

- Hardship Due to Unique Property Limitations.  The property is in 
the floodplain.

- No Harm to Public Interests.  This type of variance has been 
granted multiple times previously.  No harm to the public interest.

This variance should be granted.



Board of Zoning Appeals

- This presentation shall be added to the 
minutes of this meeting. 
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