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Craig, Sondra

From: Meagan Ronsman <mhronsman@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 13, 2025 11:16 AM
To: ZZ Council Members; Washington-Spivey, Shaundel
Subject: Concerned City Resident re: Potential Northside Library and Pool Closure

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 

Dear Mayor Washington-Spivey and Council Members, 

As a resident of La Crosse, I am writing to express my concern about the potential closure of the Northside 
Library and Northside Pool. I understand that our city is facing a significant budget deficit and that difficult 
decisions must be made. However, I urge you to preserve these essential community resources, which provide 
immeasurable value to La Crosse residents—especially children and working families. 

As a parent of three young children, I have seen firsthand how vital public spaces like libraries and pools are for 
healthy child development, family connection, and community well-being. Since the pandemic, there has been 
a steady erosion of support systems for our kids—through school closures, the closure of the Southside Library, 
education cuts, and reduced funding for enrichment opportunities. Closing the Northside Library and/or pool 
would only deepen this loss, particularly in neighborhoods that already face barriers to access and opportunity.  

I believe these facilities are critical to the vitality of our entire city. They help ensure that La Crosse remains a 
place where families want to live, grow, and invest at a time when people continue to move out of the city to 
surrounding suburbs. I encourage you to engage residents in exploring creative, collaborative solutions to keep 
these spaces open—whether through partnerships, fundraising efforts, or reallocation of existing resources. 
Once these community anchors are gone, they will be incredibly difficult, if not impossible, to restore. Please 
consider the long-term social and economic costs of losing them. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to serving La Crosse. I recognize that leading through times of fiscal 
strain is no easy task, and I deeply appreciate the work you do on behalf of our community. 

Sincerely,  

Meagan Ronsman, City of La Crosse Resident 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from mhronsman@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Kids Godfrey <godfreykids17@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 13, 2025 3:00 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Closures

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Please do not close the pool and library on the north side. This isninsane, 1 library already closed, and kids and 
families need these places for safe enjoyment and learning. Otherwise everyone can go to neighboring towns for 
simple luxuries? Keep them open 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from godfreykids17@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Sarah Yehle <yehle.sarah@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 9:31 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: North community library/Logan pool budget cut

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Hello!  
My name is Sarah Yehle. I recently heard about due to budget cuts, the North community library and the 
Northside pool are at risk for being permanently closed. I am writing today to ask to consider amending this 
decision.  
 
A little background on me and why I personally feel these are two important places to keep for the Northside of 
La Crosse. I grew up on Loomis Street. I attended Roosevelt Elementary, Logan Middle, and Logan High School. 
And when school was not in session for the summer, the library and the pool were within walking distance for 
myself and 2 younger brothers to go to. I remember attending many library events, hanging with my friends while 
on the computers, finding my next good book to read, and participating in summer reading programs. And at the 
pool, of course there were tons of memories and fun to be had with friends (and making new friends too!). 
During the school year while I was in middle school, the library was on my walk home, so you could often find 
me at the library after school. I have very fond memories growing up because of these places. Part of why I am 
still an active reader as an adult I contribute to from this library, it fostered a love of reading starting at an early 
age. These were two safe places for me to entertain myself, especially when I came to an age that I could go by 
myself and find independence. So why would we take away that opportunity from current and future 
generations of children? 
 
I have concerns that there will be next to nothing for children and families to do if the pool and library were gone. 
I hear of talk of wanting to bring in young families to La Crosse and rejuvenating the Northside, which I think is 
great. But how will that be achieved realistically if these places are gone? These places are a part of the 
foundation to creating a sense of community to the Northside. What are children and parents supposed to do 
for entertainment, especially in the summer? Nothing? Cause trouble? Not socialize? Not learn to swim? I 
especially worry that instead of swimming or going to the library, children may get bored over the summer 
months and cause trouble in their neighborhood instead. The Northside is a food desert, but also the options 
are limited for safe and fun places for children to go to. The appeal to potential families to move to the northside 
is already lacking.  
 
In conclusion, I think that the library and pool are important community spaces, vital to the northside of La 
Crosse. I encourage you to take action and reevaluate the decision of closing these places. The library and pool 
should be protected for the enjoyment of future generations.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this!  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from yehle.sarah@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   



1

Craig, Sondra

From: Chiana Valencia <chiana.valencia@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 11:44 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: North Library and Pool

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Good Evening,  
I'm writing to express my concern over the possible closing of both the North Side's Pool and Library. My 
children attend Logan Middle School and North Woods International School, and the pool and library are both 
third spaces where they can connect with peers in safe and welcoming environments. It seems especially short-
sighted to simultaneously close two community gathering places on the North Side; access to the Main Library 
and other city pools are limited to North Side residents who don't have access to a car or public transportation.   
Could these votes be delayed until the public has a chance to hear more about the reasoning? What is the 
amount needed to keep either or both open? 
 
Thank you for your time, 
Chiana Valencia 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from chiana.valencia@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Goggin, Erin
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 1:28 PM
To: Craig, Sondra
Subject: FW: North side library and pool

 
Another one – 
 
There are more.  I am sending as I get them. 
 
Erin 

From: Kelly Pfennig <kelly.schams@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 13, 2025 6:18 PM 
To: Goggin, Erin <goggine@cityoflacrosse.org> 
Subject: North side library and pool 
 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
To whom it may concern:  
 
Please do not close the Northside Library and Pool. These are invaluable assets to the entire community not just 
the north side of La Crosse. As a La Crosse resident and parent to two young children and another on the way, 
we are constantly seeking resources in our community to stay active both mentally and physically and to meet 
other families. I cannot imagine what is happening behind the scenes with the city budget, what kind of 
underfunding and mismanagement is causing these two community services to be on the chopping block. This 
is not okay, and it’s not okay to prioritize a $300k+ revision of a downtown bike lane. Save that project for 
another time if you must. If we don’t start prioritizing resources for our children and families, these families will 
continue to move to other areas like Onalaska, West Salem and Holmen. I imagine this just perpetuates the 
funding problem! I hope my stance on this matter is considered and shared with the city council.  
 
Kindly, 
Kelly Pfennig  
La Crosse resident  

 You don't often get email from kelly.schams@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Goggin, Erin
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 1:42 PM
To: Craig, Sondra; Dawn Wacek
Subject: FW: North Side Library and Pool

 
 

From: Laura Seielstad <seielstad05@gmail.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 13, 2025 8:32 PM 
To: Dickinson, Tamra <dickinsont@cityoflacrosse.org>; Goggin, Erin <goggine@cityoflacrosse.org>; Janssen, Barb 
<janssenb@cityoflacrosse.org> 
Subject: North Side Library and Pool 
 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Dear Representatives of the North Side, 
 
I've heard that there is a possibility of closing the North Side Library and Pool due to 
budgetary issues.  The library is used by the children of the North Side to study.  It offers free 
use of computers for those (children and adults) who don't have them at home.  There are 
books and other activities for children there.  It has been a staple of the North Side for 
generations. How do you expect young children to get to the Main Library downtown.  Do the 
children of the North Side not matter to the City of La Crosse?  As our representatives you 
know that they matter.   
 
The North Side Pool is also a safe gathering place for our children. You can argue that the 
North Side Beach is an option but the water is not always safe to swim in.   
 
Do we really need extra bike lanes and new signs for those bike lanes on 2nd 
Street?  No.  How many people actually use those bike lanes, which makes 2nd Street more 
dangerous for cars to drive on.  Have you driven that stretch from State Street to the Cass 
Street Bridge?  It's a nightmare since those bike lanes were put in.  Cancel those bike lanes & 
new signs and put the money towards things that will assist the children of our 
community.  Please stand by them and save these precious resources.   
 
Thank you for your consideration,  
 
Regards,  
 
Laura Seielstad (District 2) 

 You don't often get email from seielstad05@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: wesleykingston17 <wesleykingston17@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 4:20 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Northside Library and pool

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Hello,  
 
Writing this to advocate for myself and the other north side families, we utilize the pool and the library weekly 
when open. If these buildings get shut down or repurposed, it will negatively impact the north side, which does 
not need any more trouble. The children here need the pool and they need the library.We do appreciate the new 
expanded hours of the library.That was a very nice surprise, please don't take these away, please. Especially the 
library after the smaller south branch closing. 
 
 concerned citizen, mother  
 
Thank you  
 
 
Desirae Bahr  
608-397-9246  
wesleykingston17@gmail.com  
 
 
 
Sent from my T-Mobile 5G Device 
 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from wesleykingston17@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Goggin, Erin
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2025 3:16 PM
To: Dawn Wacek; Craig, Sondra; ZZ Council Members
Subject: FW: Cuts and misc

 
 

From: padyblu6@gmail.com <padyblu6@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, October 14, 2025 5:31 AM 
To: Goggin, Erin <goggine@cityoflacrosse.org> 
Subject: Fwd: Cuts and misc 
 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: padyblu6@gmail.com 
Date: October 14, 2025 at 5:26:59 AM CDT 
To: dickinsont@cityoflacrosse.org 
Subject: Cuts and misc 

Erin, first of all, thank you for stepping up to take on your position. Not a lot of people want to get 
involved.  
With that being said, I fear that our interests here on the Northside are not being addressed. So 
everyone says say something, call your city council etc. So this is my attempt.  
1. There must not be closure of the pool or the Library. Both ideas are just ridiculous! I did hear 
some rumblings about a new indoor pool, what is that about and when would that happen. I fear it 
would be talked about then close outdoor pool and that would be the end of that (new pool never 
built). Maybe repair Logan High indoor pool instead and leave outside  pool alone. The Library is 
historic and important for our children and part of our Northside culture.  
2. The whole bike lane debacle, so stupid! I honestly don’t think I have ever seen a bike on it. No 
more money spent on this!!!. 
3. I have been reading many posts about the noise levels in this city. Please check the current 
ordinances and lobby for police to enforce any on the books already. You used to get stopped or 
cited for loud mufflers. Now there are these souped up cars literally racing around the city. Out 
my windows it sounds like when I used to live a mile from the race track! It’s ridiculously loud!  
4. The run down crappy looking buildings. So many eye sores. Just down a short span of George St 
you have the old blue ribbon cleaner building that now appears to be housing. They need to put 
solid door  and closed blinds if they want to live like pigs. Then next to TJoes (north)that needs new 
paper or heaven forbid blinds or curtains and fresh paint. 
The Margaret’s hip hop fashion building.  
The windows / buisness looks nice but that whole little stretch of buildings are dilapidated. If our 

 You don't often get email from padyblu6@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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roofs get a few loose shingles letters are sent to repair. Please try to fight for common sense and 
decency in this town. I fear we will have a big exodus of families and businesses soon if this crap 
keeps up.  
5. Entry to the city. The eagle watch looks nice but we put up all of these nice light poles and 
nothing is ever on them. No flags or flowers. Onalaska looks beautiful when you drive towards La 
Crosse then nothing.  
Well, there is my rant for now.  
Thanks for reading and God bless you on endeavors.  
Patty Roberts  
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Craig, Sondra

From: Goggin, Erin
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 11:21 AM
To: Dawn Wacek; ZZ Council Members; Washington-Spivey, Shaundel
Subject: FW: Save the North Side Library and Pool!

 
 

From: Luke Reader <lukerussell1837@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, October 17, 2025 4:25 PM 
To: Goggin, Erin <goggine@cityoflacrosse.org> 
Subject: Save the North Side Library and Pool! 
 

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
 
Council Member, 
 
I’m writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed closure of the North Side Library and pool.  
 
This library is a vital part of the North Side community. It is one of the few safe, accessible, and educational spaces left 
for North Side residents. The North Side already faces serious disparities in resources and the library provides 
essential services like free Wi-Fi and computers, access to books and printers, youth programs, and a safe space for 
kids and families. Closing it would take away one of the last community hubs that bring people together and support 
learning and opportunity. 
 
The North Side Pool plays an equally important role. It offers kids and families a healthy, safe place to be outside, to 
stay active, and to connect during the summer months. For many families in this area, it’s one of the only affordable 
recreational outlets available. 
 
I understand the city must make tough budget decisions, but cutting from the North Side again is not the answer. 
Please explore other funding options or cuts before eliminating such a vital resource. 
 
Thank you for your time and for standing up for equity and community access in La Crosse. 

 You don't often get email from lukerussell1837@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Kathy Arntson <kathy_arntson@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 1:54 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Closing of Northside Library and Pool

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Hello,  
I am completely against these proposals.  
How do we have money for bike lanes, that truly do not get used year round. Yes,  a few diehards, but generally 
not. 
With the price of things continuing to rise the library may become the only place families can use internet. Or 
maybe read more after ending streaming services or cable. How can one be justified and the other not. What 
kind of City does that show we are? 
The Pool makes me sad, as I understand life guards are hard to find, but it cheap entertainment for kids and 
families. It is barely open 3 months! Cannot we find ways to keep both?  
Very disappointed that this is even considered as possibilities! 
Thank you 
Proud Nothsider 
Kathy Arntson 

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Janet Bahr <jlbahr1@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:00 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Concerns

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
October 20, 2025 
 
To Whom it may concern: 
 
I am writing this letter to voice my concern about the upcoming closure of Logan pool and the library.  I live two blocks 
from each facility and have used the pool about 10 times this summer and the library several times.  Since the hours 
were expanded at the library, I noticed it was full every time I went there.  The pool was also filled with people, and I 
often see groups of children walking to the pool.  I am concerned that taking away these services in an underserved 
community will greatly impact the community.  I grew up on the north side and remember the time before we had a 
pool as a child. We were able to walk anywhere back in those days, and I still think it was not safe at the beach. The 
northside beach is not a good option for kids to go to with inadequate supervision and needing to cross a busy road to 
get there.  I would not let my children go to the beach..  Many of the families in the neighborhood do not have the 
means to drive to other areas to find pools.  I think this is a grave misjustice closing these facilities down. 
 
I know there is a limited budget, but we need to look at how we are utilizing our resources.  I am not against bike 
lanes, but as a bicyclist myself, I would not necessarily head downtown for a route.  Often, I go to a trail or find a bike 
path.  I have done the trail through the parks but recently have been more concerned about safety traveling the trails 
through the marsh, which I use to enjoy. 
 
In a time when we are trying to balance everything, it feels like more services are getting taken away from the 
taxpayers of La Crosse.  I moved away from the south side in 2015 when I was having a sidewalk placed through my 
boulevard.  I could not fight that then, and even when they said the sidewalk would connect.  It was an 
owner/occupied duplex.   I lost a fence, invisible dog fence, tree and part of my front yard.  10 years later the sidewalk 
goes down the street and does not connect to another sidewalk. I call it the sidewalk “nowhere”. I left for lower taxes in 
my parents' house on the north side since I knew the taxes would go up with the sidewalk.  I have been by my place 
on the southside, and it looks horrible.  I had maintained that property in great condition and have a hard time going by 
it now.   We have a group of great neighbors but see that more people are putting houses up for sale.  That means 
more landlord owned properties, and we all know how well some of those are maintained. 
 
I am asking you how many people will use the bike lane versus a pool and library.  I think we need to invest in our 
children.  I am active with Trinity Lutheran Church, and we do Monday meals, block parties, clothes closet and donate 
to the elementary school.  The churches are doing a lot for the community.  I think it is time for us to take care of our 
taxpayers. 
 
My current property assessment has gone up $60 in two years without an assessment..  I live in a 120-year-old house 
with older water heating.  My two daughters have left La Crosse recently for Onalaska.  I am concerned more people 
will leave the city with the loss of services we are experiencing. 
 
I am a proud northsider and am trying to be a good neighbor in my community.  I retired from Gundersen Health and 
currently work one day a week at the Northside Neighborhood Clinic, which is also trying to help underserved 
patients.  I am asking you not to forget the northside.  I have had several offers to sell from rental businesses.  I would 
really like to stay where I am, but may consider alternatives if we keep losing services as taxes increase.  I am asking 
you to reconsider your plans to close the pool and the library. 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from jlbahr1@icloud.com. Learn why this is important   
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If you have any questions, please reach out to me at 608-406-6401 
 
Janet Bahr 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Cheryl Peters <capeter2@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 5:14 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: North side pool and library

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
As a resident of the north side I urge you to NOT close the pool and library. These are essential for the residents, 
especially the children of the north side. Many of these children have no transportation to the south side pools 
[and libraries] and would lose healthy ways to spend time - both physically and  mentally. If you must close a 
pool close municipal pool by UWL. Plz think about the children.  

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from capeter2@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: renee travelexpertsoflacrosse.com <renee@travelexpertsoflacrosse.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 9:04 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: SAVE the Northside Pool and Library

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Good Morning - 
I'd like to address the closure of the Northside Pool and library: 
I have lived on the Northside for 25 years and have been a lifelong resident of La Crosse.  
We need the northside pool..as a 20 year resident of northside I am here to tell you it is a valuable community 
resource kid friendly, family friendly and something our kids look forward to every year My boys and I went there 
for years..kids go to swim lessons, can walk and ride their bike for an afternoon of fun on a hot sunny day. The 
last day of school tradition of going to the pool lives on. 
 The feeling of community needs to live on for future generations -we need safe places for our kids, families and 
elderly to go.  
 
Also think of this -if you close the pool families and children are going to end up at Black River Beach which 
offers no life guards -and then there is a drowning?  
 
Why not offer sponsorships like the loggers do -have advertising and signage or something that businesses can 
sign up and donate some money like they have on their outfield wall 
 
Somehow it seems there is money for additional bike lanes and unnecessary city jobs but we can't keep the 
pool up??? And our library being targeted as well, where many of our kids and elderly go to use the resources of 
the library. 
Maybe let's stop dumping all that money into the homeless crisis and offer services to the people that actually 
live, work and pay taxes here.  
 
 
 
Thank You 
Renee Paisley 
Travel Experts of La Crosse 
608-780-6694 
 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from renee@travelexpertsoflacrosse.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Jenny Schroeder <jenny.schroeder3@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 2:37 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: The pool? The Library?

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 

Come ON!!! 
Our families need these resources. Please do whatever it takes 
to keep these available to the children of LaCrosse. 
 
I've had enough of screen time. Let's put our money where our 
mouths are. We want our children out in the fresh air, 
splashing in the pools. We also want them reading year round, 
discovering their world in books. 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from jenny.schroeder3@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: abigail treu <abbytheacrobat@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 9:48 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Northside pool

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Good morning,   
My name is Abigail Kruger and I own a home in Lacrosse at 2317 State St. 
I would like to share my support in keeping the Northside pool and library. 
Although from time to time Lacrosse tries to reinvent itself, it will always only be a city of 50,000 people that's a 
good place to grow up in.  This is our unwavering brand and rock.  
Keeping our city safe and enjoyable for children and families will keep our city alive.  
Please turn your focus back to that principal and keep it there.    
Thank you, Abby 
 
 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Stephanie Schroeder <mariegem2083@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 3:56 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Northside library and pool

[Some people who received this message don't oŌen get email from mariegem2083@gmail.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open aƩachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Please save the library and pool on the Northside! I’m a teacher in La Crosse, have lived in La Crosse, and was born in La Crosse, 
the kids and community need these! Thank you for your help! 
 
Stephanie 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Craig, Sondra

From: Mary Keefe Barrett <mkb195152@icloud.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2025 10:30 AM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: North side pool and library closing 

[Some people who received this message don't oŌen get email from mkb195152@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open aƩachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Please, please please do not close the Logan Middle pool.  The pool at Logan HS is too deep for poor swimmers, and would not 
hold all the kids who go to the other pool.  Also, kids need to be outside because it is healthier. 
 
We tell kids not to do drugs, but we need to give them alternaƟves.  We need to keep them off the streets, and out of trouble. 
 
Closing the south branch library was a mistake.  Closing the north branch would be a worse one.  Again, it keeps kids off the 
streets.  For some, it is their only access to computers, which are well supervised.  By the way, where did all the money go from 
the sale of the south branch, computers,  etc? 
 
Speaking of the library,  I think we should spend a lot less money on DVDs, and more on books and literacy. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mary M BarreƩ 
Sent from my iPad 
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Craig, Sondra

From: David Marcou <davidjmarcou@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2025 1:04 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: From LaX-Born Prolific Author-Photographer David Joseph Robert Marcou

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Unfortunately, tho I empathize with people wanting to save the North Branch Library (my first library 70 years ago), not even 
the LPL & Archives answers many questions these days about anything I've asked them. That downtown library is 
undergoing reconstruction this year, & physical access by patrons to that archives is impossible. The archives answers 
queries 4 hours/day via phone &/or e-mail approaches, But when the main library is out-of-commission basically so long, 
it's hard to find out much about any city business, unless you subscribe to the LaX Tribune or view local news on TV. If you 
check records, you'll find the North Branch Library was my first neighborhood library, when I was 4-5 years old; I'll be 75 y-o 
this Nov. 25. Also, I am likely Wisconsin's alltime most-prolific book-author/photographer, & tho some US authors have 
authored/published more books than I  have,  e.g. LRonHubbard did nearly 1900 books during his lifetime, but almost all 
were sci-fi books. I've done more than 400 books so far, & counting, including 325+volumes of my series Spirit of America. 
Unlike most authors tho, mine have been in every literary & photo genre. They are in libraries & archives around the US & 
world, & the La X Main Branch LIbrary Archives has more of my works & documents in it, I believe, than any single library or 
archives anywhere.--From DvJ RMarcou, T. 1-608-519-1955 (landline).. 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from davidjmarcou@gmail.com. Learn why this is important   
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Craig, Sondra

From: Karla <Karla@MarkJewellers.com>
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2025 3:12 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Pool & Library

*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. ***  

 
Mr. Mayor & Council Members,  
 
The Northside of LaCrosse needs your help. Please hear our concerns.  
 
The concern is the slow destruction of everything good. The northside is slowing becoming a landlord 
land.  There are too many rentals, to many that are neglected. Look at any block on the Northside during the 
summer and you can always tell which ones are the rentals. Most of those yards look like crap all summer long. 
 
But I digress, I am writing in hopes to save the Library and the pool.  
The Northside has lost all neighborhood grocery stores, leaving it a food desert.  
The Northside has lost it's natural beach and now 
The Library 
The Pool 
What will be next- not much left. 
With out these treasures, please tell me why someone would move to the Northside? 
 
I purchased my house on the Northside almost 30 years ago. I have watched young people move into the 
neighborhood. They have a child or two and the next thing you know they are moving to another city. Why is that? 
Could it be there aren't any reasons for them to stay.  
 
The Northside Library 
The Northside library shouldn't close because a  library is for the community. Remember the days of the 
haunted Library on the Northside, what a great way to interact with the community. Now you barely know when 
its open. With the hours the  North Library has who can utilize it?  
 
Whats the point of keeping it open when the children, parents  and grandparents are limited to Tue, Wed & 
Thursdays 10-6 and  Saturdays from 9- 
The main library hours M-Th 9-7, Friday 9-5 & Saturday 9-1, Sunday 1-5.  
 
Who is utilizing  the Northside library during those hours. School lets out around 3, so for 3 days (if you can 
remember what days) folks can be there for 3 hours and on Saturdays they have 4 hours.  So again I ask you who 
is utilizing any library with those kind of hours.   
 
The Northside Pool 
The Black River Beach is not usable due to, no lifeguard, needles, etc. The Beach was a gem at one time, so 
much that the city built a beautiful shelter with community rooms. Which is greatly appreciated. It is sad that 
children, families, and teens cannot use this beach any longer.  
 

 Some people who received this message don't often get email from karla@markjewellers.com. Learn why this is important   
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The northside pool may have been utilized years ago by many more people, but today, the Erickson, Memorial, 
La Crescent, Onalaska, & Holmen pools offer a much more fun atmosphere, if you had the choice why would 
you go the Northside pool.  
Not to mention the Northside pool hours are the least available hours compared to all other pools in the area. If 
people work a normal 40 hour a week job, they can only use it on Sundays. 
Heck just for fun I googled most of the above-mentioned pools, would you like to guess which one has photos of 
a pool in the wintertime with snow and a dark fence?  Please see photos below. Say it's the middle of July and a 
family is looking for something to do, which one of the photos below would you visit?? Seriously, not only is the 
pool neglected so is the marketing .  
 
As a homeowner on the Northside, a business owner on the Northside, a tax paying member, community 
member, a mother and a grandmother of children and grandchildren who live on the Northside , we ask that you 
please listen to our concerns.  Folks often say not in my backyard, but it seems like the Northside is becoming 
that backyard. 
 
Very Concerned citizen 
Karla Doolittle 
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Pool hours: 

Address: 816 Sill St, La Crosse, WI 54603 
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Hours:  
Thursday 12:30–5 PM 

Friday 1–5 PM 

Saturday 1–5 PM 

Sunday 1–5 PM 

Monday 12:30–5 PM 

Tuesday 
(Veterans Day) 

12:30–5 PM 
Hours might differ 

Wednesday 12:30–5 PM 
 

Address: 2412 Losey Blvd S, La Crosse, WI 54601 

Hours:  
Thursday 12:30–6 PM 

Friday 11 AM–7 PM 

Saturday 11 AM–7 PM 

Sunday 11 AM–7 PM 

Monday 12:30–6 PM 

Tuesday 
(Veterans Day) 

12:30–6 PM 
Hours might differ 

Wednesday 12:30–6 PM 
 
Located in: University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 

Address: 1901 Campbell Rd, La Crosse, WI 54601 

Hours:  
Thursday 1–7 PM 

Friday 11 AM–5 PM 

Saturday 11 AM–6 PM 

Sunday 1–7 PM 

Monday 1–7 PM 

Tuesday 
(Veterans Day) 

1–7 PM 
Hours might differ 

Wednesday 1–7 PM 
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Craig, Sondra

From: rkehr4 <rkehr4@charter.net>
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2025 12:39 PM
To: ZZ Council Members
Subject: Library

[Some people who received this message don't often get email from rkehr4@charter.net. Learn why 
this is important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ] 
 
*** CAUTION: This email originated from an external sender. DO NOT click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Closing the North LaCrosse library and the Logan pool would be a substantian lose for the residents of 
the northside. 
 I am 100% opposed to both closures. 
The library is a historical treasure and a great resource. The pool provides a safe place to swim or sun 
in the summer  because the Black River beach is no longer a clean,  safe place. 
 
Judy Kehr 


