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LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID Caption

b4-1469 Resolution authorizing the City of La Crosse to enter into EPA Community Change Grant Partnership

Agreement.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation

Parks and Forestry/Mayor's office

Requestor of Legislation

Dan Trussoni

Location, if applicable

IThe neighborhoods that make up the Project Area—Logan Northside, Lower Northside and Depot, Downtown, Washburn, and Powell
Poage Hamilton.

Summary/Purpose

IAgreement establishes the City of La Crosse as statutory partner with Habitat for Humanity for the Greater La Crosse Region (Habitat) for
the purpose of acquiring Community Change Grant (CCG) funding from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in order to implement
significant climate mitigation strategies in critical areas of the City.

Background

EPA's Community Change Grants utilize approximately $2 billion dollars in federal "Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) funds in environmental and
climate justice activities to benefit disadvantaged communities through projects that reduce pollution, increase community climate
resilience, and build community capacity to address environmental and climate justice challenges. These place-based investments will be
focused on community-driven initiatives to be responsive to community and stakeholder input. They are designed for communities most
adversely and disproportionately impacted by climate change, legacy pollution, and historical disinvestments." This agreement between the
City of La Crosse and Habitat creates a contractual partnership that will lead to addressing significant portions of the city's adopted climate
action plan with ($9,348,781) of funding through the EPA CCG. If awarded, the agreement will lead to immense sustainability improvements
with significant amount of staff costs offset through the 3 year life of the grant.

Fiscal Impact

59,348,781.00 requested for projects on public property in grant funding. No monetary contributions will be made in addition to the grant
funds.

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends approval of this agreement.
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