DRAFT 1

Neighborhood Revitalization Commission
Proposed Elimination of Off-Street Minimum Parking Requirements
for Dwellings, Commercial Establishments, Non-profit Entities, and Service Providers
and Revision to Municipal Code
January 4, 2021

The 2020 La Crosse parking management report shows that, on a “typical” weekday, no place
under study ever reached parking occupancy capacity, even at peak demand. The four areas
studied, the densest in the city, had ample parking at all times.

Based on the final report of the “Downtown Parking Study Update & Analysis of Expanded
Areas” completed by Rich & Associates Parking Consultants in July 2020, the NRC
recommends eliminating all off-street minimum parking requirements from Municipal Code for
dwellings, commercial or retail establishments, non-profit entities, or service providers. Because
current Municipal Code clearly mandates off-street parking significantly greater than the need,
the code unnecessarily allocates urban space for parking that would find a better and higher use
as additional dwellings, businesses, or service providers. Eliminating minimum requirements for
off-street parking would allow developers, businesses, and property owners to better allocate
space for dwellings, commerce, or services rather than cars. They would be able to choose for
themselves how much parking is needed to attract and accommodate residents, customers,
clients, or other users thus allowing for increased numbers, density, availability, and affordability
of housing, businesses and service providers.

Section 115-343-Residential uses

The following residential and quasi-residential uses shall be conditional uses and may be
authorized as provided herein:

(9) Notwithstanding the residence requirements of article III of this chapter, a dwelling unit in
the Single Family Residence District (R-1) or the Residence District (R-2), may provide
family day care home services by a person other than a resident provided, no other dwelling
unit on the same parcel is licensed as a family day care home. All other requirements or
conditions, however, as deﬁned in sect10n 115-1 shall apply along with the following:
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