
June 5,2020

To: CityPla nCom m issionM e m b e rs
CityCounc ilM e m b e rs
M a yorKa b a t

From : Gle nJe nkins,CityofLa Crosse Re sid e nt

Re : CIP Bud g e tIte m # 551:M a rsh H yd rolog ic a lStud y

De a rM a yorKa b a t,CityPla nning Com m issiona nd CityCounc ilRe pre se nta tive s,

Tod a yw ith a llthe c ha lle ng e sourc om m unityisfa c ing itta ke sle a d e rshiptha tha s
visiona nd und e rsta nd re silie nc e a nd susta ina b ility.The La Crosse Rive rM a rsh w a s
onc e pa rtofa flood pla intha tw a stw ic e the size ofthe e xisting m a rsh a nd he lpe d
a c c om m od a te flood ing .The pa stthre e ye a rsw e ha ve e xpe rie nc e d e xc e ssive w a te r
e ve ntsa nd the future sug g e ststha tw e b e pre pa re d form ore ofthe sa m e .W e ne e d
tova lue w ha tw e ha ve a nd e nha nc e itsoitism ore e ffic ie nt.The b e ne fitsofthe La
Crosse Rive rM a rsh a re notfullyund e rstood b ysom e le a d e rshipa nd a profe ssiona l
a nd syste m a tic stud yofm a rsh hyd rolog yisne e d e d .

Ifyou re a d a b outre silie ntc om m unitie supa nd d ow nthe M ississippiRive rone w ill
notic e isthe ne g a tive e c onom ic im pa c tofflood ing .Num e rousc om m unitie sha ve
d e c id e d tostud yw ha tne e d stob e d one a nd m ove d tow a rd those g oa ls.The yha ve
le a rne d tha tw a te rc onne c tivity,flood re c ove ry,prope rlyd e sig ne d re c re a tiona l
tra ils,ha b ita tre stora tion,w a te rqua litypla nning a nd m a na g e m e nta re a llva ria b le s
tha tm ustb e a d d re sse d .Tore a pthe positive e conom ic im pa c toftourism /re c re a tion
w hile a tthe sa m e tim e m itig a te the ne g a tive im pa c tsofflood ing c a re fulc og niza nt
pla nning ne e d stooc c ur.

Supportthe CIP 2021-2025 b ud g e tite m #551,“M a rsh H yd rolog ic a lStud y” a nd
m ove forw a rd like othe rre silie ntc om m unitie s.Iurg e the CityPla nCom m issiona nd
the fullCityCounc iltosupportthisproposa l.

Tha nk you foryourtim e a nd c onsid e ra tion.

Sinc e re ly,

Gle nJe nkins


