
river_point_park
May 2021



2  Date  5/20/2021

LOCATION INFORMATION

Lower La Crosse River
Alternative

MINNESOTA

WISCONSIN

17.5 Miles

23.9 Miles
La Crosse County
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Driftless
Region

IOWA

MICHIGAN

WISCONSIN
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REGIONAL OVERVIEW
•	 Ho-Chunk Nation reservations border La 

Crosse County

•	 The most popular biking trails enter the city 

both laterally and longitudinally

•	 The City of La Crosse exists alongside the 

Mississippi and Black rivers

•	 Wetlands combat against erosion and flooding

VIEW FROM THE LA CROSSE RIVER STATE TRAIL
Bob Siewert



SITE PROXIMITY
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SITE: RIVERPOINT PARK
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+ Hospitals 7 min Drive (South of Site)
Gundersen Lutheran Emergency & Urgent Care
Mayo Clinic Health System - Franciscan Healthcare



PROJECT INFORMATION
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Preserve 75% of pre-existing native 
vegetation

Support the ecosystems of species that are losing their 
habitats to future urban expansion

Improve historical connections to the region’s natural 
and cultural context and work with Indigenous 
Communities

Integrate River Point Park into the city

Increase the number of site visits to River Point 
Park through sustainable tourism

PROJECT GOALS

SITE

FUTURE URBAN 
EXPANSION



SITE ANALYSIS
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145+ Amphibians and Reptiles 
within the Upper Mississippi River

60% of North American Birds 
use the Mississippi River Basin

50+ Mammal Species Hosted in 
Upper Mississippi River

260+ Fish Species
25% if species in North America



SITE ANALYSIS
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Industrial, Manufacturing, and Waste

Shopping, Business, or Trading

Mass Assembly of People

Social, Institutional, or Infrastructure

Travel or Movement

Leisure

Residential
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Primarily Goods, Storage, or Handling

Gatherings at Fairs and Exhibitions

Five or More Family Residential

Instructional Activities - Outside Classrooms

Restaurant Activity

Office Activities

Shopping

2

3

4

56

7

1
2
3

5
4

War Eagle

Steamboat Landing

Milwaukee Railroad Bridge

Mississippi River

Trading Post



8  

river_point
vision

Date  5/20/2021



9  Date  5/20/2021

RIVER POINT PARK | MASTER PLAN
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Boat Launch, Concessions, Beer Garden, & Facilities

Social Space with Marina Access

Performance/Event Space

Cultural and Ecological Garden

Interactive Sculpture and Park Space

Boardwalk Educational Tours

7 Zip Lining

8 Restoration Area

1

2

3

4

5

8

La Crosse MarshMississippi
River

La
 C

rosse
 River

C
op

el
an

d
 A

ve
nu

e

528 Feet

Future Urban Expansion

76

Causeway Blvd

9 Bridge Proposal

9Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Continuous Restoration Efforts
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PATH SYSTEM
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Biking/Walking (10 - 12 ft width|1.00 mile)

Primary Paths (6 - 12 ft width|0.41 miles)

Recreation Paths (0 -12 ft width|0.16 miles)

Secondary Paths (6 ft width|0.14 miles)

Wetland Boardwalk (6 ft width|0.38 miles)
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Floodway

1% Annual Chance Flood

0.2% Annual Chance Flood

640

SITE

Wetlands

La Crosse 
River Marsh
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Hand Shoveling/Snow Blower

Snow Plow (Blade 1/2” to 3/4” Off Ground)
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La Crosse 
Marsh

Future Urban 
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Art and Sculpture Placement
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Oktoberfest 
Burial Grounds 

Hiawatha 
Statue

Spence 
Park

Basket 
Weaving

Confluence

RiversideRiverside
ParkPark
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master_plan
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RIVER POINT PARK NORTH
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50 Feet

Beer Garden

Boat Launch, 
Sanitation 

Stations, and 
Parking

Social Space
and Seating

Restaurant
Restrooms

Concessions

MISSISSIPPI
RIVER

OPEN 
LAWN

SITE LOCATION

1 Keep Development to the North

2 Protect the River’s Edge

3 Provide a Small Scale Marina

4 Provide Conversational Spaces

GOALS

Moving Dock

2

Biking/Walking Path

Reuse existing urban footprint

Marina Length: 331 Feet

LA CROSSE 
MARSH



SITE FOCUS AREA | TEMPORARY SEATING

Open 
Gathering

 Space

Memorial

75 Feet

Performance 
Style I

Performance 
Style II

Small
Weddings

Temporary
Seating

Future
Urban

Expansion
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SITE FOCUS AREA

LA CROSSE 
MARSH



SITE FOCUS AREA | MEMORIAL
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MEMORIAL REVEALING PLAQUE
NTSB

Granite
Slab

Granite
Boulder

CONCEPT SKETCH

Water Trough

Rainfall

SPECIFICATIONS



SITE FOCUS AREA | DISCOVERY
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1 Open Lawn for Picnicking and Water Access

2 Pond Overlook

3 Signage and Wayfinding

4 Seating Areas

1
2

3

4

Educational Walking Tour

Educational
Opportunity

Discovery

165 Feet



SITE FOCUS AREA | PLANTING
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Direction

Distance

Wet Meadow

Shallow Marsh Perennial

Open Lawn

Deep Marsh Perennial

Rooted Floating Aquatics

Grassland

FLOOD PLAIN
FOREST

LOWLAND 
FOREST

PLANT COMMUNITIES

CULTURAL 
SWATHE

DETERMINANTS N

S

165 Feet



SITE FOCUS AREA | PLANTING
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1 Utilizing Existing Communities

2 Provide Habitat for Existing Species

3 Space for Culture and Ecology

GOALS

DNR Threatened or Endangered Species:
Black Tern, Wood Turtle, Henslow’s Sparrow, 
Blanding’s Turtle, Golden-winged Warbler
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