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 E.  Aerial Photo: 
615 10th Street S. 

La Crosse, WI 

  

Figure 1 – 2024 aerial image of the site, County of La Crosse, WI. 

Figure 2 – Overlay of building on 1898 City Atlas. 

Courtesy of La Crosse Public Library Archives. 
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F.  Historic Building Photos 

& Drawings: 
  

Figure 3 – Aerial view looking northwest at the St. Francis Hospital. Ca. 1931. (No 

nursing school building) Courtesy of La Crosse Public Library Archives. 

Figure 4 – Aerial view looking east at St. Francis Campus Ca. 1958. (Notice orphanage 

still extant) Courtesy of UW – La Crosse Murphy Library Special Collections. 
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Figure 5 – Aerial view looking northeast at St. Francis Campus Ca. 1978. (Notice 

orphanage removed) Courtesy of University of Wisconsin – La Crosse Murphy Library 

Special Collections. 

Figure 6 – Aerial view looking northwest at St. Francis Campus Ca. 1978. Courtesy of 

University of Wisconsin – La Crosse Murphy Library Special Collections. 
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Figure 7 – View from 10th and Market Streets looking northeast at St. Francis School 

of Nursing Ca. 1943. Courtesy of La Crosse Public Library Archives. 

Figure 8 – Class photo at front door of Nursing School Ca. 1948. Courtesy of La 

Crosse Public Library Archives. 
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Figure 10 – Original construction documents.  “First Floor Plan” & “Plot Plan” Sheet 7. 1 April 1941. 

 

Figure 9 – Original construction documents.  “Front Elevation” Sheet 1. 1 April 1941. 
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Figure 12 – Original construction documents.  “Facade Details” Sheet 16. 1 April 1941. 

 

Figure 11 – Original construction documents.  “Building Sections” Sheet 4. 1 April 1941. 
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G. Current Building Photos: 
by Marc Zettler 
  

Figure 13 – View of west (front) façade of School of Nursing.  October 2025. 

Figure 14 – Detailed view of west (front) façade of School of Nursing.  October 2025. 
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Figure 15 – Detailed view of the carved limestone at School of Nursing Entry.  

October 2025. 

Figure 16 – Detailed view of the parapet detail above the main entry at the School of 

Nursing.  October 2025. 
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Figure 17 – View of the south façade at the School of Nursing.  October 2025. 

Figure 18 – View of the west façade at the School of Nursing. During the St. Ann’s 

demolition.  November 2025. 
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Figure 19 – View of the courtyard east of the School of Nursing.  October 2025. 

Figure 20 – View of the north façade of the School of Nursing.  October 2025. 
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Craig, Sondra

From: City of La Crosse Notices - No Reply
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 11:01 PM
To: Craig, Sondra; Elsen, Nikki; Janssen, Barb; Kahlow, Chris; Sleznikow, Larry; Trost, Jennifer; Mindel, 

Mackenzie; Dickinson, Tamra; Goggin, Erin; Steele, Annette; Washington-Spivey, Shaundel; 
Weston, Lisa; Newberry, Aron; Bedford, Crystal; Padesky, Gary; Stine, Olivia; Northwood, Rosanne

Subject: City Council Contact Form: Uphold Historic Landmark Designation For Professional Arts Building

Submitted on: 4/8/2026 
Name: David Riel 
Email Address: driel1974@gmail.com 
Is this related to a legislative agenda item: Yes 
Agenda item number: 26-0322 
 
Subject: Uphold Historic Landmark Designation For Professional Arts Building 
 
Dear City Leaders, 
 
I just read the Mayo Clinic’s written appeal of the decision to designate the Professional Arts Building a Local 
Historic Landmark. I’d like to state some reasons why you should reject their appeal. When a structure is 
nominated to be a Local Historic Landmark, the nominator is required to provide evidence to support their 
claims. That same standard should apply to Mayo Clinic’s appeal.  
 
They claim a historic designation would limit their ability to plan for and timely deliver advanced health care 
treatment options. How exactly would a historic designation do that? A historic designation only regulates major 
alterations to the exterior of a building, not the interior spaces where actual healthcare is delivered. 
 
They claim it would limit any work done on the exterior, but provide no examples in their written appeal. If 
proposed changes (like expanding vestibules, adding entrances, making safer entrances, changing windows, 
etc.) requires them to go to City Hall to get a building permit, then the HPC would potentially be involved as well 
- but it’s no different than the requirements to appear before other commissions for certain actions. 
 
They claim it will mitigate efforts to improve energy efficiency of the building envelope. Multiple city 
entities(including the HPC and the Climate Action Plan Steering Committee) want to see historic buildings 
become energy efficient - but there’s ways to do it without destroying the historic integrity of the structure, and 
HPC is there help provide guidance, not be a hindrance. 
 
On that point, Mayo also claims they value historic preservation, as well as local partnership and trust. The HPC 
meeting minutes from February 26th are evidence that HPC is sympathetic to their concerns, and willing to work 
with them in good faith. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration… 
 
-David Riel- 
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Craig, Sondra

From: City of La Crosse Notices - No Reply
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2026 9:23 PM
To: Craig, Sondra; Elsen, Nikki; Janssen, Barb; Kahlow, Chris; Sleznikow, Larry; Trost, Jennifer; Mindel, 

Mackenzie; Dickinson, Tamra; Goggin, Erin; Steele, Annette; Washington-Spivey, Shaundel; 
Weston, Lisa; Newberry, Aron; Bedford, Crystal; Padesky, Gary; Stine, Olivia; Northwood, Rosanne

Subject: City Council Contact Form: Context Ahead of Council Meeting – Mayo Clinic Health System 
Professional Arts Building Appeal

Submitted on: 4/8/2026 
Name: Jennifer Livingston 
Email Address: livingston.jennifer@mayo.edu 
Is this related to a legislative agenda item: Yes 
Agenda item number: 26-0386 
 
Subject: Context Ahead of Council Meeting – Mayo Clinic Health System Professional Arts Building Appeal 
 
Good evening, Council Members, 
 
I have had the opportunity to engage with several of you over the years in various capacities. For those I haven't 
met, I serve as Director of Community Engagement for Mayo Clinic Health System and have been a member of 
the La Crosse community for nearly three decades. I wanted to reach out personally ahead of tomorrow's 
council meeting regarding the appeal related to the Mayo Clinic Health System Professional Arts Building on 
10th Street. 
 
As you may know, the building was recently nominated by an outside party to receive a City of La Crosse historic 
designation. The Heritage Preservation Commission approved the designation based on the ordinance. We’ve 
filed an appeal, so the Council has the opportunity to assess the designation more broadly.  
 
I thought it might be helpful to share a little more context. 
 
We have no plans to demolish or leave the Professional Arts Building. In fact, we’ve made significant 
investments in it in recent years and view it as an important part of our long-term presence in La Crosse. 
 
More broadly, we have worked to approach our planning in partnership with the city. Over the years, we have 
engaged with the Planning Department, as well as current and former mayors, at key points in our planning 
process, including more recent discussions related to the new hospital and conversations around a potential 
medical overlay or zoning approach for our campus. 
 
Our goal has been to work together on these longer-term decisions - balancing community priorities, thoughtful 
development, and the evolving needs of healthcare, rather than having those decisions unfold in a more one-
sided way. 
 
That’s really what’s behind this appeal. It’s not about opposing historic preservation, but about making sure 
we’re able to plan responsibly and continue investing in how we serve this community over time. 
 
We’re looking forward to being there tomorrow and sharing more. Thank you for your time. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer Livingston 
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Craig, Sondra

From: City of La Crosse Notices - No Reply
Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2026 11:21 AM
To: Craig, Sondra; Elsen, Nikki; Janssen, Barb; Kahlow, Chris; Sleznikow, Larry; Trost, Jennifer; Mindel, 

Mackenzie; Dickinson, Tamra; Goggin, Erin; Steele, Annette; Washington-Spivey, Shaundel; 
Weston, Lisa; Newberry, Aron; Bedford, Crystal; Padesky, Gary; Stine, Olivia; Northwood, Rosanne

Subject: City Council Contact Form: Professional Arts Building Designation

Submitted on: 4/9/2026 
Name: Michael Peterson 
Email Address: mrmikerealtor@gmail.com 
Is this related to a legislative agenda item: Yes 
Agenda item number:  
 
Subject: Professional Arts Building Designation 
 
Members of the La Crosse City Council, 
I am writing to express my strong support for designating the Professional Arts Building on the Mayo Clinic 
campus in La Crosse as an historic property. 
This building was clearly constructed with longevity and craftsmanship in mind, and it remains a striking and 
valuable part of our city’s architectural character. La Crosse has already lost too many historically significant 
and beautiful structures over the years, and we cannot afford to lose another. 
Preserving this building is not only about honoring our past—it is about protecting the identity and heritage of 
our community for future generations. I respectfully urge you to take the necessary steps to ensure this building 
is preserved and protected from demolition. 
Please do the right thing and save this important piece of La Crosse’s history. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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Craig, Sondra

From: City of La Crosse Notices - No Reply
Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2026 12:09 PM
To: Craig, Sondra; Elsen, Nikki; Janssen, Barb; Kahlow, Chris; Sleznikow, Larry; Trost, Jennifer; Mindel, 

Mackenzie; Dickinson, Tamra; Goggin, Erin; Steele, Annette; Washington-Spivey, Shaundel; 
Weston, Lisa; Newberry, Aron; Bedford, Crystal; Padesky, Gary; Stine, Olivia; Northwood, Rosanne

Subject: City Council Contact Form: Historic Designation of Professional Arts Building

Submitted on: 4/9/2026 
Name: Anita Doering 
Email Address: abdoering@gmail.com 
Is this related to a legislative agenda item: Yes 
Agenda item number:  
 
Subject: Historic Designation of Professional Arts Building 
 
I am in support of the city designating the Professional Arts Building as a city historic site. It is architecturally 
important in showing what the former St Francis campus used to look like and us a good solid example of it's 
time. Also, as the site being relavent to La Crosse's history. 
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Craig, Sondra

From: City of La Crosse Notices - No Reply
Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2026 1:02 PM
To: Craig, Sondra; Elsen, Nikki; Janssen, Barb; Kahlow, Chris; Sleznikow, Larry; Trost, Jennifer; Mindel, 

Mackenzie; Dickinson, Tamra; Goggin, Erin; Steele, Annette; Washington-Spivey, Shaundel; 
Weston, Lisa; Newberry, Aron; Bedford, Crystal; Padesky, Gary; Stine, Olivia; Northwood, Rosanne

Subject: City Council Contact Form: Please protect the Professional Arts Building

Submitted on: 4/9/2026 
Name: Christina Thompson 
Email Address: Christina.thompsons.inbox@gmail.com 
Is this related to a legislative agenda item: Yes 
Agenda item number:  
 
Subject: Please protect the Professional Arts Building 
 
Please protect the important architecture that is the Professional Arts Building. 
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