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26-0749 
ORDINANCE NO.: _________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE to create Section 115-413 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of  
La Crosse to establish a temporary moratorium on data centers.   
 

ORDINANCE 
 

 WHEREAS, Data Centers may be permitted in certain City of La Crosse Zoning 
Districts;  
 
 WHEREAS, the La Crosse Municipal Code does not currently define “Data 
Centers” and does not sufficiently address the possible environmental, economic, health, 
safety, land use, infrastructural, and general welfare concerns that may result from the 
location, construction, and operation of Data Centers;  
 
 WHEREAS, the City is currently undergoing a recodification of its Zoning Code 
that entails, among other things, updating and clarifying definitions, permitted uses, 
zoning district regulations, and more;  
 
 WHEREAS, Data Centers typically feature high-performance servers, storage 
arrays, networking equipment, cooling systems, and power backup solutions to ensure 
uninterrupted operation;  
 
 WHEREAS, concerns have been raised about the potential environmental, 
economic, health, safety, land use, infrastructural, and general welfare issues related to 
the location, construction, and operation of Data Centers, including electrical 
connections, energy demand, electromagnetic fields, noise pollution, impacts on air 
quality and water resources, water use, and fire hazards;  
 
 WHEREAS, in May of 2026, the La Crosse County Board of Supervisors 
authorized the creation of an ad hoc committee (Educational Committee on Data 
Centers) to study Data Centers and make recommendations to the Executive Committee 
and full Board of Supervisors [Resolution #2-5/26];  
 
 WHEREAS, the City will be a participating member of such ad hoc committee;  
 
 WHEREAS, in June of 2026, the La Crosse County Board of Supervisors 
approved an eighteen (18) month moratorium “on the receipt of applications and the 
granting of all permits or approvals for the siting or construction of Data Centers” to allow 
the ad hoc committee to complete their study and make recommendations to the 
Executive Committee and full Board of Supervisors [Resolution #6-6/26];  
 
 WHEREAS, a moratorium would allow the City time to fully explore, analyze, and 
research the environmental, economic, health, safety, land use, infrastructural, and 
general welfare impacts of Data Centers and develop consistent zoning and regulatory 
standards to be applied to Data Centers in the City of La Crosse; 
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 THE COMMON COUNCIL of the City of La Crosse do ordain as follows: 

 

 SECTION I: Section 115-413 is created to read as follows: 

 
Sec. 115-413. – Temporary moratorium on data centers. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision in La Crosse Municipal Code Ch 115, there shall be 
a moratorium on the receipt of applications and the granting of all permits or approvals for 
the siting or construction of Data Centers.  The purpose of this moratorium is to allow the 
City of La Crosse and La Crosse County time to research the possible environmental, 
economic, health, safety, land use, infrastructural, and general welfare effects of Data 
Centers and establish consistent zoning and regulatory standards to be applied to Data 
Centers in the City of La Crosse and La Crosse County.  The City of La Crosse is in the 
process of recodifying its Zoning Code; the moratorium will allow City staff time to 
research these effects and provide recommendations to the City Council.   It will also allow 
the County’s ad hoc committee to complete its study and make recommendations.  The 
City desires to see the results and recommendations of this study.  

 
(b) The moratorium shall be in effect for a period of eighteen (18) months from the date this 

ordinance is published or until the City Council adopts any amendments to the Zoning 
Code recommended by the ad hoc committee, adopts any amendments to the Zoning 
Code recommended by City staff pursuant to the Zoning Code recodification project or 
other specified research, rescinds this moratorium, or any combination of these.   

 

(c) For purposes of this moratorium only, "data center" and "data centers, data hosting and 
similar data storage or processing" means one or more facilities housing computing, 
networking, or data-management equipment that can store, process, retrieve, or distribute 
more than 1 petabyte (1,000 terabytes) of data or that consume more than 2MW of 
electricity. 

 
SECTION II: Should any portion of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid 

by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this division shall not be affected. 
 
SECTION III: This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage 

and publication. 
 
 
 

_____________________________ 
      Shaundel Washington-Spivey, Mayor 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Nikki M. Elsen, City Clerk 
Passed: 
Approved: 
Published: 
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NOTICE OF HEARING ON 
AMENDMENT TO ZONING RESTRICTION 

 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Common Council of the City of La Crosse, by its 
Judiciary & Administration Committee, will hold a public hearing on a proposed ordinance change 
in the zoning code as follows: 
 

AN ORDINANCE to create Section 115-413 of the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of La Crosse to establish a temporary moratorium on data centers.   
 
The City Plan Commission will meet to consider such application on Monday, August 3, 

2026 at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 400 La Crosse St., in the City of La 
Crosse, La Crosse County, Wisconsin. 

 
A public hearing before the Judiciary & Administration Committee will be held on 

Wednesday, August 5, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 400 La Crosse 
St., in the City of La Crosse, La Crosse County, Wisconsin. 

 
Final action will be determined by the Common Council on Thursday, August 13, 2026 at 

6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 400 La Crosse St., in the City of La Crosse, La 
Crosse County, Wisconsin. 

 
 Any person interested may appear at public hearings either in person, by agent, or by 
attorney, and may express their approval or objection, or file a letter in the office of the City Clerk. 
  

The materials relating to the above referenced amendment may be examined in the Office 
of the City Clerk, La Crosse City Hall, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on any regular 
business day, holidays excepted, (by appointment) or in the Legislative Information Center which 
can be accessed from the City website at www.cityoflacrosse.org (search for File 26-0749). 

 
Dated this 14th day of July, 2026.    

 
Nikki M. Elsen, City Clerk 

        City of La Crosse 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Publish:  July 21 & 28, 2026 
One (1) Affidavit 

443

http://www.cityoflacrosse.org/
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La Crosse Tribune
1407 St. Andrew St., La Crosse, WI 54603
(866) 735-5631
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until you receive your advertising invoice.

State of Florida, County of Orange, ss:
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______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Zoning Text Change - Data Center Moratorium - Page 1 of 1

444




AuditTrailVersion = 1.1    proof.com


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:31:11 UTC


Performed By User Name Jessica Gordon-Thompson


Performed By User Role notary


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Text: Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.
Annotation Type: text
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 66.0, 178.09


Performed By System Name ProofAgentWeb


IP Address 97.68.144.26


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:31:10 UTC


Performed By User Name Anjana Bhadoriya


Performed By User Role customer


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Signature Added


Action Description Signature Type: Image
Annotation Type: vector_graphic
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 66.0, 362.8
Witness Names: 
Acting User Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya


Performed By System Name ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 122.179.91.251


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:31:10 UTC


Performed By User Name Jessica Gordon-Thompson


Performed By User Role notary


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Seal Added


Action Description Notarial Act: oath_affirmation
Annotation Type: image
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 218.82, 342.18
Notarial Act Principals: 40ddd941-6641-466e-aa20-5f971aed3dcb


Performed By System Name ProofAgentWeb


IP Address 97.68.144.26







Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:31:07 UTC


Performed By User Name Jessica Gordon-Thompson


Performed By User Role notary


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Text: 07/28/2026
Annotation Type: text
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 305.63, 245.59


Performed By System Name ProofAgentWeb


IP Address 97.68.144.26


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:31:07 UTC


Performed By User Name Jessica Gordon-Thompson


Performed By User Role notary


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Signature Added


Action Description Signature Type: Image
Annotation Type: vector_graphic
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 66.0, 230.05
Witness Names:


Performed By System Name ProofAgentWeb


IP Address 97.68.144.26


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:26:48 UTC


Performed By User Name Anjana Bhadoriya


Performed By User Role customer


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Agreed to electronic agreement for signature


Action Description Acting User Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya


Performed By System Name ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 122.179.91.251


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:26:46 UTC


Performed By User Name Jessica Gordon-Thompson


Performed By User Role customer


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Identification Verified


Action Description Pkn: true
Verified Signer Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya
Acting User Full Name: Jessica Gordon-Thompson


Performed By System Name ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 97.68.144.26







Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:26:43 UTC


Performed By User Name Anjana Bhadoriya


Performed By User Role customer


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Document Accessed


Action Description Acting User Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya


Performed By System Name ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 122.179.91.251


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:21:57 UTC


Performed By User Name Anjana Bhadoriya


Performed By User Role customer


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Signing location address updated


Action Description Old Address: {"line1":"","line2":"","city":"","state":"","postal":"","country":""}
New Address: {"line1":"","line2":"","city":"sagar","state":"","postal":"","country":"IN"}


Performed By System Name ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 122.179.91.251


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:19:06 UTC


Performed By User Name Anjana Bhadoriya


Performed By User Role customer


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Document Accessed


Action Description Acting User Full Name: Anjana Bhadoriya


Performed By System Name ProofSignerWeb


IP Address 122.179.91.251


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 65.25, 188.89


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51







Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 64.49, 231.56


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 304.88, 256.39


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 218.32, 342.68


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 64.49, 364.31


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51







Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 141.57, 669.74


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 128.77, 669.74


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 118.31, 669.74


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 109.01, 669.74


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51







Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 100.05, 669.74


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 90.0, 669.74


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 79.62, 669.74


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:29 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Annotation Added


Action Description Annotation Type: whitebox
Location: Page: 1, Page Type: doc, Point: 65.94, 669.74


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51







Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 15:57:28 UTC


Performed By User Name Leo Hentschker


Performed By User Role organization_member


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Document Created


Action Description Acting User Full Name: Leo Hentschker


Performed By System Name BusinessAPI


IP Address 34.34.233.51


Action Timestamp 2026-07-28 16:32:59 UTC


Performed By User Name Jessica Gordon-Thompson


Performed By User Role notary


Performed By Participant Type


Action Type Digital Certificate Applied to Document


Action Description Signature Type: Digital
Signature Algorithm: 1.2.840.10045.4.3.2
Certificate Validity Not Before: 2025-11-14 17:51:54 UTC
Certificate Validity Not After: 2026-11-14 18:01:53 UTC
Certificate Serial Number: 39CC53A560F30AFD698B71C6DBE31101
Certificate Issuer: C = US, O = Proof.com, CN = Proof.com Document Signing ECC CA 2


Performed By System Name ProofAgentWeb


IP Address 97.68.144.26







City of La Crosse, WI City Plan Commission Staff Report  August 3, 2026 
 

Agenda Item 26-0749 (Tim Acklin) 

AN ORDINANCE to create Section 115-413 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Crosse 

to establish a temporary moratorium on data centers. 

General Location 
 
City-wide 
 
Background Information. 
 
The subject legislation places a moratorium on any permits being issued for the construction of 
any data center, as defined in the attached proposed ordinance, for eighteen (18) months in 
order for the City to work with La Crosse County as part of an ad hoc committee to study 
possible impacts that data centers may cause to the environment, economy, as well as the 
health, safety and welfare of the citizens. 
 
Recommendation of Other Boards and Commissions 
 
N/A 
 
Consistency with Adopted Comprehensive Plan 
 
While data centers are not specifically addressed in the Comprehensive Plan, updating the 
City’s Zoning Municipal Code where this land use will be incorporated, is a major objective 
within the plan.  
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
This item is recommended for approval. 
 

 

Routing J&A 8.5.26 

445



Text File

City of La Crosse, Wisconsin City Hall

400 La Crosse Street

La Crosse, WI 54601

File Number: 26-0783

Agenda Date: 8/5/2026  Status: New BusinessVersion: 1

File Type: PetitionIn Control: Judiciary & Administration Committee

Agenda Number: 

Page 1  City of La Crosse, Wisconsin Printed on 8/5/2026

446



447



448



449



450



451



452



453



454



455



456



457



                                                     
 

                     
 

400 La Crosse Street * La Crosse, WI 54601 * Phone (608) 789-7500 * washingtonspiveys@cityoflacrosse.org * www.cityoflacrosse.org 

   
 

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  M A Y O R  
L A  C R O S S E  

 
 

 

26-0783 
 

 

 

July 23, 2026 

 

I hereby approve the submitting of the attached Legislation “Certificate by City 

Clerk of Petition for Direct Legislation requesting An Ordinance to create Section 

2-422(c)(9) and Sections 2-496 through 2-500 of the Code of Ordinances of the City 

of La Crosse relating to the creation of the Citizens' Advisory Healthcare Action 

Committee” to be considered at the Judiciary & Administration Committee meeting. 

This approval is given due to the time element necessitating consideration of the 

attached Legislation at the earliest possible date. 

 

 

 

 

 
     

      Mayor Shaundel 
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