




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Zoning & Subdivision Code Update

WELCOME  TO

Feel free to chat with City staff 
and the project team, explore the 
interactive table, get creative with 
the coloring sheets, take the survey,
and connect with your neighbors!

www.forwardlacrosse.org
To learn more & get involved, visit:

 Agenda

Attachments:
• Built Form Study_Districts.042825.pdf 
• Built Form Study_Neighborhoods.042825.pdf 
• Built Form Study_Corridors.042825.pdf 
• Character Areas Defined.042825.pdf 
• Downtown Character Areas.042825.pdf 
• Zoning 101_23Apr_compressed.042825.pdf 
• Zoning Code Update Memo V2 3-31-2025 
• DRAFT Zoning Code Update Survey #1 3-31-2025
• DRAFT Zoning 101 Presentation 3-31-2025 
• DRAFT Built Form Plate George St 3-31-2025 
• Zoning Code Update Memo V1 3-3-2025 
• Summary of Residential Lot Standards 3-3-2025 
• 1950 Zoning Map 3-3-2025

a. Introduction & April recap
b. Scope, Schedule & Progress
c. Update Process
d. Study Guide
e. General Ideas: Residential, Commercial & Industrial
f. Next steps
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WELCOME  TO

Feel free to chat with City staff 
and the project team, explore the 
interactive table, get creative with 
the coloring sheets, take the survey,
and connect with your neighbors!

www.forwardlacrosse.org
To learn more & get involved, visit:

Comprehensive Plan - NDC Framework 

Built Form Study  |  Districts
Based on the Comprehensive Plan NDC framework, the Built 
Form Study samples the typical development pattern for each 
of the neighborhoods, districts and corridors as identified in the 
comp plan to better understand the physical dimensions of 
building type, site plan, street frontage and block pattern as 
well as other conditions.

Districts
D-1 thru D-12
D-1 Airport and D-12 Valley View Mall not included
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Feel free to chat with City staff 
and the project team, explore the 
interactive table, get creative with 
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www.forwardlacrosse.org
To learn more & get involved, visit:

NDC Framework  >>>  Built Form Study 

Built Form Study  |  Districts
Based on the Comprehensive Plan NDC framework, the Built 
Form Study samples the typical development pattern for each 
of the neighborhoods, districts and corridors as identified in the 
comp plan to better understand the physical dimensions of 
building type, site plan, street frontage and block pattern as 
well as other conditions.

Districts
D-1 thru D-12
D-1 Airport and D-12 Valley View Mall not included

The Built Form Study:
• samples the typical 

development pattern for each 
of the neighborhoods, districts 
and corridors

• better understand the physical 
dimensions of building type, 
site plan, street frontage and 
block pattern as well as other 
conditions.

18 Neighborhoods

12 Districts

5 Corridors
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Zoning & Subdivision Code Update

General Character Areas
Map Key

CMX

IL
L

Character Areas
TN – Traditional Neighborhood
TNV – Traditional Neighborhood Varied
TSS – Traditional Shopping Street
CN – Contemporary Neighborhood
UMX – Urban Mixed Residential
MN – Modular Neighborhood
CMX – Corridor Mixed
CSF – Commercial Small Format
CLF – Commercial Large Format
C/E/M – Campus/Ed./Med.
DT- Downtown
DC- Downtown Core/Main Street
ISL – Industrial Small Lot
ILL – Industrial Large Lot
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General Character Areas

CMX

IL
L
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Scope, Schedule & Progress 
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Process 

Existing 
Conditions

Plans & Policies

Built Form Study

Character Areas

Downtown 
Character Area

Lot Analysis

Existing Zoning 
Districts

Zoning Map

Allowed Uses

Urban Standards

Design 
Standards

Variances, 
CUP’s & 
Changes

Review & Diagnostic Engagement

Staff Issues & 
Comments

Stakeholder 
Responses

Surveys

Interviews & 
Focus Groups

Neighborhood & 
Stakeholder 

Meetings

Recommendations

Code Approach

Annotated Outline

Draft Document

Zoning

Signs

SubdivisionsResidential Districts

Commercial/MXD

Industrial

Other Districts
Administration & 

Approvals

City Plan 
Commission 

City Plan 
Commission 

City Plan 
Commission 

City Plan 
Commission 

Adopt

Public Hearing

City Plan 
Commission

Common Council

Public Hearing

City Plan 
Commission 

City Plan 
Commission 

Common 
Council 

Public Open 
House
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Study Guide 
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Zoning & Subdivision Code Update

General Ideas for Districts: Residential

CMX

IL
L

• Residential neighborhood boundaries are 
shown in yellow at right

•  (a) The Logan Northside and Lower 
Northside neighborhoods contain a more 
consistent low density, detached residential 
pattern

• (b) Neighborhoods in the central part of the 
city (e.g., Downtown, Grandview-Emerson, 
Washburn, Weigent-Hogan, 
Powell-Poage-Hamilton and Holy 
Trinity-Longfellow) include more corridors 
and districts that tend to influence greater 
housing development changes, density and 
diversity

• (c) Typical large lot, single family zoning 
would pretty much remain as is

 

a

a

b b
b

b b
b c

c

c
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General Ideas for Districts: Residential

CMX

IL
L

Garden District – single unit, detached, larger lots: 10,000 SF 
or more

28,750 SF

29,620 SF
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Zoning & Subdivision Code Update

General Ideas for Districts: Residential

CMX

IL
L

Neighborhood District North – attached, detached & small cluster types, lot range from 2500-7500 
SF

• Building types should respond to the scale and character of the 
neighborhood

• Can include detached types, 2 unit/lot & duplex types.
• Other building types: small residential court, pocket neighborhood, 

attached townhouses and accessory dwelling units.
• Lot size range from 2500 sf to 7500 sf
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Zoning & Subdivision Code Update

General Ideas for Districts: Residential

CMX

IL
L

• Building types should respond to the scale and character of 
the neighborhood

• Building types include: attached, detached units, and 
neighborhood scale multi-family & mixed use buildings 

• Lot size range from 5000 sf

Neighborhood District Central – attached, detached & smaller multi-family types
Neighborhood Mixed Use – range of residential types & small commercial shops
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General Ideas for Districts: Residential

CMX

IL
L

WI Model Ordinance
1.3 Applicability. The traditional neighborhood 
development ordinance is an alternative set of 
standards for development within the 
[City/Village] for new development of [15 acres 
or more] contiguous to existing development, 
redevelopment or infill development of [10 acres 
or more].
 Source: A Model Ordinance for a Traditional 
Neighborhood Development, UW Extension, April 2001

La Crosse Zoning
(b)Applicability.
(1)Traditional Neighborhood Development is for 
lot sizes less than two acres.

Traditional Neighborhood Development District
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General Ideas for Districts: Commercial Corridor & Large Format

CMX

IL
L

Commercial Corridor – auto-oriented pattern 
common to local corridors today; mainly 
commercial/service uses (re: Hwy 14 & Losey 
Blvd)

Urban Corridor/MXD – range of commercial uses & 
larger multi-family units in a walkable pattern; use of 
regulating plan (re: Hwy 53 Plan)
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General Ideas for Districts: Industrial

CMX

IL
L

General Industrial  – addresses most 
industrial/large lots *& large format buildings in 
current use

Crafters & Makers District  – smaller lot industrial, 
assembly, & employment that fits into existing 
neighborhood/corridor character
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Character Area: Downtown – Three Distinct Areas
 

CMX

IL
L

Downtown Area

Core

“Main street”

Three distinct areas 
assume that the zoning 
districts may also be 
more responsive to the 
character of each with 
the “main street” area 
requiring the most 
rigorous standards and 
regulations.
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Downtown “Main Street” - Coding for Frontage

CMX

IL
L

Active building frontage

Surface 
parking

Structured 
parking

“Main Street” district 
would be regulated by 
two frontage types: 
• common entry (A) 
• Shopfront (B) 

Dimensional & 
urban standards 
would use simple 
graphics to 
communicate 
regulations

A B
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 Next Steps: July, August…..

Attachments:
• Built Form Study_Districts.042825.pdf 
• Built Form Study_Neighborhoods.042825.pdf 
• Built Form Study_Corridors.042825.pdf 
• Character Areas Defined.042825.pdf 
• Downtown Character Areas.042825.pdf 
• Zoning 101_23Apr_compressed.042825.pdf 
• Zoning Code Update Memo V2 3-31-2025 
• DRAFT Zoning Code Update Survey #1 3-31-2025
• DRAFT Zoning 101 Presentation 3-31-2025 
• DRAFT Built Form Plate George St 3-31-2025 
• Zoning Code Update Memo V1 3-3-2025 
• Summary of Residential Lot Standards 3-3-2025 
• 1950 Zoning Map 3-3-2025

• Engagement – Interviews and Focus Groups
• Compile and summarize survey
• Approach & Recommendations
• Annotated Outline
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WELCOME  TO

Questions & Comments

www.forwardlacrosse.org
To learn more & get involved, visit:
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To:  Tim Acklin, City Planning Department, Mayor Washington-Spivey, Council Members 
 
From:  Friends of the La Crosse River Marsh 
 
Re:  City Council Planning Meeting September 16, 2025.  Potential Zoning District Recommendations 
 
Date: September 12, 2025 
 
 
The Friends of the Marsh have met with Tim Acklin regarding the city re-zoning process at one of our monthly Enviro-
Wednesday meetings and more recently we were pleased to sit down, online, as a board with the re-zoning 
consultants to discuss our concerns regarding comprehensive re-zoning.  We have now reviewed the materials 
available online in advance of the Council Planning Meeting scheduled for Tuesday September 16, 2025.  We have 
the following comments: 
 
1.  Our basic interest can be stated simply.  We would like the highest level of zoning protection possible for the La 
Crosse River Marsh, wetland, floodplain, flood fringe.  Conservancy District zoning accomplishes that objective.  We 
are pleased to see that the proposal includes no changes to Conservancy criteria. 
 
2.  Breaking our objective down into component parts, though, It does not appear Conservancy District zoning has 
been expanded to include all of the northern portion of the marsh.  If we are misreading the maps, please correct 
us.  Heavy industrial zoning for the northern part of the marsh reflects the historic predisposition to develop the 
wetland and floodplain, something that law and practice now limit.  We ask that the entire marsh be Conservancy 
District. 
 
3.  A twenty-acre section of what is called the River Point District situated at the mouth of the La Crosse River is not 
included in the proposed Conservancy District, although that property has been transferred to the Parks, Recreation, 
and Forestry Department. it includes a perched wetland, and the property is planned as minimum maintenance 
floodplain forest.   
 
4.  At our meeting with the consultants we spoke about the need for what I would now call a new Overlay District; a 
Conservation Overlay District that will extend perpendicular to the high-water mark around the entire marsh.  This 
proposed new district would extend 500 feet from the edge of the marsh, all the way around, include all properties 
and have the following provisions:  all new or re-constructed surfaces within that zone will include permeable 
pavement; the application of nitrogen, phosphorous and chloride will be limited; rain garden and retention basin 
structures will be encouraged through the use of property or water tax credits; and canopy trees will be protected and 
planted.  An overlay district like this will extend some of the positive services of the marsh into adjacent areas of the 
city.  It will also enhance environmental sustainability.  Finally, it will contribute to the Climate Action Plan.  The long-
standing trend has been for the marsh to be encircled by concrete, streets, highways, parking lots, buildings..  Each 
of these things defeat at least some of the environmental benefits of the marsh.  It’s time to make good on one of our 
best community features. 
 
In sum, we see this re-zoning process not as work designed to confirm past practice, to stand pat, but to make some 
improvements not only in the built environment of our community but in our natural environment as well.  Working 
with our landscape, not against it. 
 
Thanks for the work you have done so far.  The opportunities for community input have been very welcome.  We’ll be 
happy to respond to questions or comments. 
 
Chuck Lee, President of the Board 
Friends of the La Crosse River Marsh 
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