CITY OF LA CROSSE

400 La Crosse Street
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54601
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LEGISLATION STAFF REPORT FOR COUNCIL

File ID Caption
23-1243

AN ORDINANCE to create Section 115-405 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of La Crosse to allow
accessory dwelling units.

Staff/Department Responsible for Legislation
Lewis Kuhlman / Planning, Development, and Assessment Department

Requestor of Legislation
Neighborhood Revitalization Commission

Location, if applicable
Zoning districts R1, R2, R3, R4, and WR

Summary/Purpose

The purpose of this ordinance is to allow accessory dwelling units (ADUs), a smaller, secondary dwelling unit that shares a parcel with a

larger, primary home. ADUs have the potential to provide a variety of benefits for homeowners and add housing units that are appropriate
for people at a variety of stages of life to stay in neighborhoods.

Background

ADUs have grown in popularity in the last decade and a number of communities in Wisconsin already allow them. Since they are a way to
increase the number of housing units within the city without dramatic changes to neighborhoods, ADUs have been recommended in both
the Comprehensive Plan and Climate Action Plan. Staff developed three drafts of this ordinance over the course of five meetings with the
Neighborhood Revitalization Commission (NRC). The NRC approved a final draft in October 2023 for consideration by the Common Council.

Fiscal Impact
$0

Staff Recommendation
Approval
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