
DEREGULATING OFF-
STREET PARKING 
REQUIREMENTS



WHY CITIES AROUND THE COUNTRY ARE RECONSIDERING 
THEIR OFF-STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS

Impacts to housing 
affordability 

Encourages automobile 
dependency

Environmental costs 



IMPACTS TO HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 

• Legislated parking minimums can increase the cost of housing, even for those 

who don’t own a vehicle

• According to the League of Wisconsin Municipalities, one surface parking space costs 

an estimated $4,000 and multilevel garages cost upwards of $20,000 a parking space 

https://www.lwm-info.org/DocumentCenter/View/5566/WI-Zoning-Guide-Final-2-2022


MINNEAPOLIS 
HOUSING 

POLICY 
REFORM



AUTOMOBILE 
DEPENDENCY 

• U.S. has between 800 million 

and 2 billion parking spaces 

• Equates to about eight parking 

spots for every car

• Off-street parking 

requirements can accelerate 

urban sprawl

https://www.nlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/FINAL-CS-Parking-Lots_-Spots-and-Garages-Report.pdf


ENVIRONMENTAL 
COSTS

• Impervious surfaces contribute 

to heat islands and negatively 

impact stormwater 

management 

https://lacrossetribune.com/news/local/urban-heat-islands-identified-in-la-crosse-neighborhoods-due-to-lack-of-tree-canopy-impervious/article_b8af251a-259d-11ee-a505-033b4a913d15.html


P A R K I N G  
H A S  

B E C O M E  A  
C O M M O N  
L A N D  U S E  



VISUAL 
EFFECTS OF 

PARKING 
POLICY 



SILL/KANE

• Two houses are now 24 off-

street parking spaces, fully 

occupied a few times a week



WEST AVENUE

• Fast food drive thru 

• 50 off-street parking spaces 


