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Demolition Delay Policy

It is declared a matter of public policy 
that the protection, enhancement, 
perpetuation, and use of 
improvements of special 
architectural character or special 
historical interest or value is a public 
necessity and is required in the 
interest of health, prosperity,  safety, 
and welfare of the people.

● Demolition Delay
● City Ordinance: 16 days and 

newspaper publication
● State Law:  30 days for National 

Register
● HPC staff screen all demo 

permits

● HPC
● Any demolition delay can be 

extended to 180 days upon 
public hearing

● Demolition prohibition can be 
made permanent



Demolition Delay Case Study

Central City Plaza: Pago Liquor and the Masterpiece Motor Lodge



Trouble!



Black-led Urban Renewal



Alonzo Robinson
First Black Architect in Wisconsin



Success!

Committee OKs historic status for Black-owned 
shopping plaza in Milwaukee



THANK YOU!
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