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Partners



• Spans approximately 3,000 miles 
from Minnesota to Louisiana

• Spans 10 States, and 8 of the 10 
include route signage and bike 
route designation

• Approximately 250 Miles in 
Wisconsin

What is the Mississippi River Trail (MRT)?

U.S. MRT Overview



What is our Goal?

• Formal designation of 
MRT through 8 Wisconsin 
Great River 
Road Counties

• Signage along MRT 
Route in Wisconsin

What we need from you:

• Identify and 
confirm route through 
your municipality

• Formal resolution to 
support your local route 
and Statewide effort to 
sign and designate the 
MRT

Benefits to your Community:

• Health Benefits

• Economic Benefits 
(Local/County/State)

• Community Benefits 

• Outdoor Recreational 
Opportunities



Perspective – United States Cycling



U.S. Bicyclists: 

• Spend $83 billion on trip-related sales 

• Generate $97 billion in retail 
spending every year in the U.S. 

• Contribute to 848,000 jobs

• U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis 
estimated the economic output 
of outdoor recreation to be $734 
billion in 2018

Economic and Health Impacts 

Sources: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, University of Wisconsin Nelson Institute

Wisconsin Bicyclists
• Generate $1.9 billion in health and economic 

benefits annually (2010 estimates)
• $924 million attributed to tourism and recreation 

• $410 million for health 
• Employment impact (full-time equivalent jobs) 

was 13,193

https://recreationroundtable.org/impact/
https://recreationroundtable.org/impact/


•Bicycling is 2nd most 
popular outdoor 
activity 40% of adults 
in U.S. ride bicycles

•Twice as many 
bicycles as cars 
purchased in U.S.

•47% of Americans 
would like more bike 
facilities 

Wisconsin Outdoor Recreation Spending

Sources: National Hwy. Traffic Safety 

Administration, Outdoor Foundation 



MRT Related Efforts
All American Road (AAR)

• Wisconsin Great River Road 
received All American Road 
(AAR) Designation in February 
2021 

• All American Road (AAR) is a 
separate designation for the very 
best of the National Scenic 
Byways (NSB) An AAR must have 
Intrinsic qualities of national 
significance and must be a 
destination and reason for travel 
unto itself.

• Only about 1/4 of roadways in the 
NSB Program carry AAR 
designations

• AAR must have intrinsic qualities of 
national significance and be a 
destination and reason for travel 
unto itself

National & State Pollinator 
Partnership Projects

• Migratory corridor used by 
Monarch Butterflies making 
their migrations

• Tourism: Plants                        
that pollinators love               
can be used to create              
a “sense of place” for         
tourists. Repeat plantings      
can help orient and brand the 
resource.

• Scenic Easements & Right of 
Way (ROW) management:

• Protects views and retains 
natural character

• Pollinator-friendly species and 
mowing guidelines are 
coordinated with DOT & 
county highway depts



Bicycle Tourist Characteristics

• 82% of touring cyclists have a 
college education *

• 52 is the average age *

• 58% make over $75,000 per 
year *

• 8.1% are international tourists *

•It’s about the journey

•Visit museums, historic sites, 
galleries…

•Often group travel

•Easy to engage

•Lodging = camping to hotels

* Source: Adventure Cycling https://www.adventurecycling.org/advocacy/building-bike-tourism

https://www.adventurecycling.org/advocacy/building-bike-tourism


1. Identify existing conditions

2. Discuss MRT Bicycle Routes with local 
officials

3. Identify optimal local routing based on 
set criteria and local knowledge

4. Local resolution stating support for route 
designation

5. State-sponsored route designation and 
signage

6. Outreach with local businesses and 
organizations

7. Continued promotion and participation 

Route Designation Process



Existing 
Conditions



Existing 
Conditions



Existing 
Conditions



Optimal Local Routes

• Proximity to river

• Access to destinations

• Minimal vehicle volumes

• Vehicle speeds

• Complementary Bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities

• Distance off direct route 
(detriment)

• Route surface (gravel or 
paved)

• County Bicycle Conditions 
Maps

Link to full brochure/map at: 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/travel/bike/bike-maps/grr/map.pdf

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/travel/bike/bike-maps/grr/map.pdf


Alternate Route Discussion



Alternate Route Discussion



Resolution



Next Steps and Timeline

• Preferred local 
route

• Resolutions

Local 
Meetings

• 64 municipalities

• Duration: 18-24 
months

8 County 
Support • Appropriate Funds

• State-sponsored 
Route Designation

• Estimated 2025

Legislative 
Action

• Implementation 
plan

• Sign procurement

Sign 
Installation



Route Signage

• Designated Route Signage

• Guidance to clearly mark the primary and secondary 
MRT and GRR routes through local communities

USBR Sign https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/tools_solve/docs/fhwasa18077.pdf



Local Marketing Signage

• Local Marketing and 
Wayfinding Signage

• Signage to direct cyclists 
to and from GRR/MRT to 
local services, such as 
food, supplies, and 
local attractions

• Where do I go “off the 
route” – how do I get 
there?



FAQ's

• Why do we request a resolution vs. a letter of support?
• State & US Route designation guidance requests resolutions from 

each community that a route passes through.

• Signage installation and maintenance costs and 
responsibilities?
• It is the intent of the WiMRPC and their legislative members to 

fully fund the initial purchase and installation of the route signs.

• Maintenance would fall to the local jurisdiction of the roadway, 
trail or facility that the MRT is designated along.

• How much does signage cost and what is the life 
expectancy on signage?
• Route signage ranges from $250-$350 per sign installed.

• Signs (if not damaged) are expected to last 10-15 years.



Sherry Quamme:

Phone: 920.210.4560  |  Email: squamme43@gmail.com

Jean Galasinski:

Phone: 608.386.2783  |  Email: mrswrenyshouse@triwest.net

Ken Harwood:

Phone: 608.334.2174 | Email: ken@mrrpc.com

Roz Schnick: 

Phone: 608.769.3365 | Email: rozschnick478@gmail.com

John Rosenow: 

Phone: 608.626.2571 | Email: jrosenow@mwt.net

Francis Schelfhout: 

Phone: 608.785.9947 |Email: francis.schelfhout@dot.wi.gov

WisDOT MRT Website: https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/travel/bike/bike-maps/grr.aspx

Contact Information

mailto:squamme43@gmail.com
mailto:mrswrenyshouse@triwest.net
mailto:bob@mrrpc.com
mailto:jrosenow@mwt.net
mailto:Francis.Schelfhout@dot.wi.gov
https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/travel/bike/bike-maps/grr.aspx
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